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MINNESOTA TRADE 
A HISTADRUT 

6 NORTH FIFTH STREET 

PHood FEderal 2 3473 

MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA 55403 

MINNISOTA LaROIS FUST ISRAEL PROJECT 



UNION COUNCIL 


September Twenty First 
19 6 4 


Mr. Harold Gibbons, Vice President 

International Brotherhood of Teamster#*" ,, '^y - ^ ILE c — 

25 Louisiana Avenue N. W. ^ 

Washington, D. C. 20001 


Dear Mr. Gibbons: 




I am sure you will be pleased to learn that the plans for our 
Labor and International Affairs Forum are proceeding most 
satisfactorily. Registrations are still coming in and there is 
every indication that we will have to close registrations with¬ 
in a few days for lack of space. There is no doubt that your 
kind and gracious acceptance to participate in our conference 
and Jack Jorgensen's wonderful efforts as conference chair¬ 
man, has assured a most successful event. 


I understand from Jack that you will be in Minneapolis prior 
to the conference and will be traveling with him to Grandview 
Lodge at Brainerd, Minnesota on Wednesday September 30th. 

For your information, I am enclosing a Program Schedule. 
Everyone is looking forward to a grand three days, with suffi¬ 
cient time for some excellent fishing and golf. We want every 
one to be comfortable so by all means bring along a wool shirt. 

If there is any further information you may want, please feel 
free to ask. 


We are eagerly looking forward to meeting you. 


GW /mew 

Enc. Program Schedule 


Fraternally, 




Gordon Waller, Conference Director 
1043 Upper Midwest Bldg. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
Phone: FEderal 6 1052 


WAUM 
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LABOR and INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS FORUM 
Grandview Lodge Brainerd, Minnesota 

September 30th, October 1st and 2nd 1964 

CONTACT: Gordon Waller, 1045 Upper Midwest Bldg., Mpls.,Minn. Phone:FEderal 6 1052 

FACULTY 

His Excellency Gershon Collier, Ambasssdor Yeheskel Barnea, Consul 

Sierra Leone, Africa Consulate General of Israel, Chicago, Illinois 

Hon. Eugene McCarthy, Senator Gregory J. Bardacke. Executive Director 

State of Minnesota American Trade Union Council for Histadrut 

Prof. Martin W. Duffy, Labor Education Rudolph Faupl.V. P.Int. Machinists Ass'n. 

Industrial Relations Center. University of Minn. U.S. Labor Representative to I. L. O. 

Prof. John J. Flagler, Director Harold Gibbons, Vice President 

Labor Education, University of Minnesota International Brotherhood of Teamsters 

Ben Zion Ilan, International Representative Kenneth Kelley. Deputy Director, Labor Affairs 

Histadrut (Israel Federation of Labor) Agency Int. Development, State Department 

Victor Reuther, Director Prof. Wm. C. Rogers, Dir. Department of Con- 

International Affairs Dept. United Auto Work. tinuing Ed. in World Affairs, University of M. 

Prof. Joseph S. Smolen Dr. Judd Teller, Director 

Labor Education, University of Minnesota Histadrut Cultural Exchange Institute 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

Conference Theme: CHALLENGES to LABOR at HOME and ABROAD 
Wednesday, September 30th, 1964 

12:00 noon to 6:00 p. m. - Registration, Orientation, Recreation 
7:00 p. m. - Dinner.Greetings GOVERNOR CARL ROLVAAG - Guests of Honor, 

Conference Chairmen: JACK JORGENSEN-DAVID ROE-NEIL SHERBURNE 
8:00 p. m. -Reception and Social - Guests of Honor, CONFERENCE FACULTY 

Thursday, October 1st, 1964 

9:30 a.m. - Opening Session - PROF. JACK FLAGLER, Chairman 
Presentation - HAROLD GIBBONS 
Subject: Challenges to Labor at Home and Abroad 
10: 30 a. m Presentation - BEN ZION ILAN 

Subject: Labor's Contribution to the State of Israel 
p.m. Luncheon - Guest Speaker. CONSUL YEHESKEL BARNEA 
1:30 p.m. Afternoon Session - PROF. JOSEPH SMOLEN. Chairman 
Presentation - VICTOR REUTHER 

Subject: The American Labor Movement ui World Affairs 
2:30 p.m Presentation - DR. JUDD TELLER 

Subject: Labor's Role in International Affairs, The Histadrut Experience 
4:00 p.m. Recreation 

7:30 p.m. Dinner - Guest Speaker. SENATOR EUGENE McCARTHY 
Friday. October 2nd, 1964 

9:00 a.m. - Morning Session - PROF. MARTIN W. DUFFY. Chairman 
Presentation - KENNETH KELLEY 

Subject: America's Participation in the World Economy 
10:00 a.m. Presentation - RUDOLPH FAUPL 

Subject: Labor's Role in International Cooperation 
11:00 a.m. Presentation - PROF. WILLIAM C. ROGERS 
Subject: Today's World Challenges 

12:15 p.m. Luncheon - Guest Speaker. HIS EXCELLENCY GERSHON COLLIER 
2:00 p.m. - Afternoon Session - GREGORY J. BARDACKE, Chairman 
Presentation - PROF. JACK FLAGLER 
Subject: Design for Tomorrow 
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MINNESOTA TRADE UNION COUNCIL 
HISTADRUT 


8 NORTH FIFTH STREET 

Phon* FEostrI 2 3473 

MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA SS403 

July 22, 1964 



MINNESOTA LABOR'S FIRST ISRAEL PROJECT 


FIUE - 


Mr. Hmrold Gibbons, Vice President 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
25 Louisiana Avenue N. W. 

Washington 1, District of Columbia 

Dear Mr. Gibbons: 


Owl i. shinier 

TOM HAlT 


We were delighted to hear from our good friend Jack 
Jorgensen that you have consented to participate in our 
first Midwestern Labor Histadrut Conference. 


AMI ■' IONI - 


l. J 

Jl MY MAI IRC N 

nm m<m di 

M-CALl 

jO«n m McDonald 
MICHAEL 0 M 

McNAUCMTOPI 
IDWAfD J MM INANE 

i > Si— Cares 

SERALD J O'DONNELL 
jORliiiM O 

■ANONI 


The conference has been set for Thursday and Friday, 
October 1st and 2nd. and will be co-sponsored by the 
Department of Labor Education of the University of 
Minnesota. 

We are waiting for Judd Teller, Director of Histadrut's 
Department of Education, and Greg Bardacke to return 
from Israel to complete our conference plans. We will 
keep you advised as they develop. 


N lamuelscn 
DONAiO a savelkOul 

WIUIAM P SCMiEiFER 
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NAIHAN 
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SHYER 

j|*OMR 

•LORENCS WALLIN 
•AY WAL.iN 


RAY WENT} 

RAYMOND WII&HI 

SPIRITUAL advisors 
FATHER FRANCIS Fleming 
RAMI MAR A 


UNITY AWARD 
RDCiPiRNTS 

i*l1 — JOHN R CURTIS 
l*U JACK 
I PM NEIL 

ARTHUR MURRAY 

•RCRR ARY 

P CARROLL MtLLOY 

OIRKTOR 
SOROON WALLER 


Your participation in our first Midwestern Labor Con¬ 
ference will assure its success and we are, therefore, 
eagerly looking forward to your being with us. 


Fraternally, 


//dtCJbL. 


Gordon Waller, Director 


GW /mew 

cc: J. Teller, G. Bardacke 
J. Jorgensen, J. Curtis, 

N. Shapiro 
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June 10, 1964 


Mr. George Collins, Chairmen 
Milton Weihrauch Testimonial Dinner 
33 Cast 67th Street 
New York 21, New York 

Dear Mr. Collins: 

Thank you for your invitation of June 9th, addressed 
to President Hoffa, inviting him to attend the Milton Wsihrauch 
Testimonial Dinner, to be held June 30, 

Unfortunately, due to prior commitments, President 
Hoffa will be unable to participate in this worthy cause. 

Very truly yours, 


James R, Harding 
Special Assistant to 
the General President 

JRH/ me 
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May 25, J 964 


Mr. Gregory J. Bardacke, Lxac. Director 
American Trade Union Council 
Eaet 67th Street 
New York 21, New York 

Dear Greg: 

1 have your letter of May 12th. The tickets for the 
Randolph Dinner of June 13th, have been forwarded to our Vice- 
President John O'Rourke. 

1 would appreciate it if you would contact him directly 
at 265 Weet 14th Street, New York, New York 10011, as to how 
he wants the table listed. 

1 am forwarding a copy of this communication to 
Vice-President O'Rourke. 

Fraternally yours. 


H. J. Gibbons 
Vice-President 

HJG/mc 
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Ganaral Sacratary-Treaaurar English 
H. J. Gibbons 


April 24, 1964 

x ^ :\i_v_■ *\ . 


This will authorize tha purchase of a table of tea 
(10) tickets for the dinaer honoring A. Philip 
Randolph, aa per the attached invitation. The 
tickets are 950 per peraon, or a total of $500 per 
table. 

Please forward the tickets to sjr office for sy 
arrival. 


H. J. Gibbons 


HJG no*a 




Oanaral Sacratary-Traaaurar Enfliah 
H. J. Oibbona 


April 24, 1064 



Thla will auth>riav tha purchaaa of a tabla of tan 
(10) tickata for tha dinnar honorlag A. Philip 
Paadolph, aa par tha attachad invitation. Tha 
tickata ara $50 par paraon, or a total of $500 par 
tabla. 

Plaaaa forward tha tickata to ay offica for ay 
arrival. 


H. J. Oibbona 
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April 13, 196^ 


Mr. Harold 
Local 6861, 
l6*»l South 
St. Louie, 


J. Qibbone 
IBT 

Kingehighway 
Missouri 


Dear Harold: 


Thank you very much for agreeing to Eerve as a Sponsor 
of the Hie tadrut Humanitarian Award Dinner to A. Philip 
Randolph Saturday, June 13, I 96 1 *, at The Hew York Hilton. 


I an sure that your acceptance Indicates recognition of 
the importance of your full participation. I know that 
you can be counted upon to do everything poBBlble to make 
thie Dinner for our guest of honor and the cause he 1 b 
championing an overwhelming succeBB. 


THK/fg 
oeiu: 153 


Cordially, 



•^Theodore W. Kheel 
Chai man 






Mr. Theodore W. Kheel, Chairman 
Hletadrut Humanitarian Award Committee 
33 Caet 67th Street 
New York 21, New York 

Dear Ted: 

Thank you for your letter of March 9, 1964. I am enclosing 
the card accepting the honor of serving as a Sponsor of the 
Hlstadrut Hamanitarian Award to A. Philip Randolph. 

Very truly yours, 


H. J. Gibbons 
Vice President 

HJG/alb 

Enclosure 
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Harold J. Gibbons 
Local 688, IHT 
l6kl South Kingshlghway 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dwr Harold: 

I an happy to infer* you that A. Philip Randolph, President, Brotherhood 
of Sleeping Car Porters, has been unanimously designated by the National 
Coaslttee for Labor Israel to receive the 196fc Histadrut Humanitarian 
Award "for distinguished service to the cause of democracy and for the 
furtherance of friendly relations between our country and the young State 
of Israel." President ftondolph richly deserves this coveted honor. 

Past recipients of this Award are Alben W. Barkley (1950), Harry S. Truman 
(1951), William 0. Douglas (1952). Kleanor Roosevelt (1953), Averell 
Harrloan (1955), George Maany (1957), Whiter P. Reuther (1958), David 
Dublnsky and Jacob S. Potofsky (1959), Arthur J. Goliberg ( 1961 ), David 
J. McDonald ( 1963 ). 

The Aimrd will be presented to President Randolph on Saturday evening, 

June 13, li*6*, in the Grand Ballroom of The New York Hilton before a board 
of distlngulsned civic, business and trade union leaders. 

Proceeds of the Dinner will provide scholarships in the name of A. Philip 
itondolpn at the Hlstadrut-sponsored Afro-Asian Institute for Labor Studies. 
Tkis Institute helps train young labor leaders from the new nations in the 
democratic solution of social and economic problems. 

I have accepted the invitation from the National Committee for Labor Israel 
to serve as Chairman of the Committee because of ny greet respect for 
A. Philip Randolph and the humanitarian cause the Dinner will be serving. 

I extend to you an invitation to become a Sponsor of this event and help 
ensure its overwhelming success. I trust that you will indicate your ac¬ 
ceptance on the enclosed card and return it as soon as possible. 

Sincerely yours, 


TW/fg 
oalu: 153 
enc. 


• wr- l 


Theodore W. Kheel 
Chairman 





May 15 , 1964 


Nr. Janes R. loffa, President 
International Brotherhood of Teaswters 
25 Louisiana Avenue, lorthvest 
Washington 1, D. C. 

Dear Prlend: 

Milton Welhmuch, President, District 3> IUE, APL-CIO, is to 
be cited by the Aaerican Trade Utaian Council for Histadrut for 
his dedicated efforts on behalf of organized labor in the 
Iktited States end Israel end his civic and humanitarian en¬ 
deavors . President Weihrauch vlll receive his honors at a 
gala Dinner-Dance, Tuesday, June 30th, at the Americana of 
lev York. 

Proceeds of the Teatimcnial vlll be earmarxed to establish a 
Library for Dassxratic Thought as a facility of the Afro-Asian 
Institute for Labor Studies. This Institute trains young labor 
leaders frosi the developing countries in the principles of free 
trade tail on ism and the democratic solution of their problems. 

It is my pleasant duty as Dinner Chairman to ask you to Join me 
In serving as a mesfcer of this Conittee. 

You vlll shortly receive a formal invitation to attend the 
Dinner-Dsnce for this fine cause. I know you vill respond gen¬ 
erously by taking as many tickets sb possible for yourself and 
your friends. 


00 - lh 
olau: 153 


leu r£e Collins 
Chairman 


x VU a- vVx ^ v 


I 









M0*0*A*t CNAJftltffN 
O.AUOC 



of the NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR LABOR ISRAEL 
33 Eut 67 Strut * New York 21, N. Y. * REgtnt 4-6010 


"i 




*0*0* AA ’ 


MM A A 


C J 

A. P 


D KotM> 
O A 

■Mil 


b 1 Min*. 
L~ W 


Ala 


J.«a * 


omcm 


Apri 1 29, 1964 


V \ vx\ 



Dear Krienu: 


iou were recently invited to take jmrt in our Unity 
louse Conference, Decorution Day weekend, May 29—31. 

This is i'oiiu. to l,e a great conference on a great theme 
which concerns YOU — The Role of Pree Labor in Economic 
Development, its role in the struggle against world-wide 
poverty . . . 

You re..d what President Jotuison said ... 


"Every night w.ien 1 go to bed 1 ask myself, 

’Ww.t did 1 uo toi.ay that wc can point to 
for generations to come, to say tliut we laid 
t ic found .tion for a better ..nd more peaceful 
u.orc pros)>erous world?’" 

Decoration bu\ weekend is traditionally one of the 
busiest on tiie llnitv House calendar. Assure yourself of 
first cuoice on ..ccoii.odutions by making your reservations 
now ... before Muv IItu. 


If you nave not already done so, please udvisc us 
immediately. ACT 


a fraternally, 


// 


it 


/ Ac ^ /t 


TalTlJ 




Mi.urice £pecT Lr 

Conference Director 
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Teamsters Joint Council No. 32 


APP4UATI0 WITH THE 



TEAMSTERS, CHAUFFEURS, 
WAREHOUSEMEN & HELPERS 


m HIST AVMUS NOITH NMNIAPOUS I. NINNUOTA 


Rda»l ♦ 1441 


JOSEPH P. O'HARE 

Swtrcftry-TrMMKtr 


May 23, 1963 


- 

S 


Mr. Harold J. Olbbona, Vice Praa. 

Int. Brotherhood of Teamatera 
25 Loulalana Avenue N.W. 

Waahlngton 1, D.C. 

Dear Harold, 

Juat a note to thank you for taking time from 
your buay achedula to be Oueat Speaker at the 
Teatlmonlal Dinner honoring Mrs. Jorgenaen and 
myaelf. I am moat grateful to you for coming 
and your talk waa excellent aa evidenced by the 
many fine commenta I have heard alnce then. 

With beat wlaheu, I remain 


Fraternally youra, 

TEAMSTERS JOINT COUNCIL NO. 32 


Jaok J. Jorgenaen, Prealdent 
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FOR LABOR ISRAEL 
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THURSDAY EVENING. MAY 16 

1963 6:30 P. M 

INTERNATIONAL BALLROOM. HOTEL PICK - NICOLLET 

0 

Gu*»t boMt*r — HAROLD J. GIBBONS 

Honorary 

- 

SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY end BENJAMIN N. BERGER 




•ittndiftg 

to Jack J. Joraante* for hit 
many yaars of community 
§«rvic«. 



In Apprixiation 

The Minnotot* Trad* Union Council (or Hit'edrut it rightfully proud to join thit daiorvmg 
to Jack J. J organ ton, Praiidant. Taamttar't Joint Council No. 32 

J. Jorganaan hot alwayt ihewa a doap coacafn (or the uanara a( humanity everywhere 
bagiaaiag with tha (amiliar hama Orel*. thon to ttia citiaaa. tha workiag paopla of hi< native 
Mianaaata. and reaching ta tha (ar corner* a( tha globa. 

A man mf dapaadahility ana good doadi. Irothor Jorgaaaaa mari* tha la(ty ettaam ia 
ha » na to aat aoly by orgoaiaad labor bat by tha conanaaity at larga. However. thit 
night i* more than a paoonal tribute. Joel Jorganaaa Bat aatandad tha dedicated head a( 
(rieedahip ta labor Toooranon a( I are*' by |Om m g ia tho ba Idiag of a Mioaatoto YaatS Coatar 

im ItffPa 

Hat gaatara of (ratamalitm i* a marl of the unoertassaata man ta wa with hiai many 
of creative and dalin.tnra tarvica *e an cauta of bather labor anaartrangmo anunag 
a caatamity of praptaai he** and throughout the 

— THE COMMITTEE 



»*» f Gaiarnt' Rod * o>- 
*a*g Sidney Zago (P*M 




GOVERNOR KARL ROLVAAG »nd JACK J. JORGENSEN 


Portrait of a Alan 

Historical factt «r« my witnats tk«t tha Scandinavian paopia wera among tha 
mos' couragaous fightars against tha Nazi occupation during tho Sacond World 
War. No* crsfv did tnay datand thair countrial with sacrificas stiH studiad and 
adm>rad by mankind. but also halpad to Sava from annihilation, tani of thou 
sands of Jawish man. woman and childran. 

Many lost thair own livas in this haroic and unsalfish oparation and tha Stata 
of Israa 1 and tha Jawish paopia aH ovar tha world will ba atarnally grataful 

Jack J. Jorganaan it a dascandant of Danmark and Swadan. Bom in North 
Dakota ha sarvas tha Amarican paopia with couraga. dignity «nd succass 
through tha labor movamant 

At Dravdant of tha Taamstar s Joint Council No 32 of Minnaapofct. ha hat a 
racord cf 20 yaart of activa and laadmg participation in community and char 
itabia work. Namad by Lifa maganna at ona of tha "100 outstanding laadart 
of tomorrow ha joinad John F. Curtit. ona of tha laad<ng partonaiitiat in tha 
AFL CO to organixa tha Minnasota Trada Union Council for Labor Itraai — 
Hittadru* with tha timcxa wordt. Wa wiR halp tha nobia Idaat and wod of 
Hiitad'u* to rabwild tha Stata of Itraai. 

hit modat* offica. opposita hit dask. a visitor wJ find a *aWat with tha 
words hnm a graat Amarican. Abraham LmcoEn — "I do tha bait I Enow how 
tha <ary oat* 1 can I maan to Eaap on doing this, down to tha vary and. 

Jar* J. Jorgantan Irvat according to this motto and tharafora ha >t mccaatfwI 
m hit wod and k>»ad by tha community and tha labor movamant 

TonigM tha community aad Mft*adrw* a ra tahrtmg you Jack J. Jorgansan 
And toon f*a bmEdart of tha Stata of Eiraaf w4l graat you pamanal; 










Greetings and Shalom 

We extend our :!ncerest thankt to our many friends who so unselfish 1 , ;up 
ported this effort 

Your contributions wi !! help the Labor Organizations in the Midwest to build 
their first proiect in Israel. 

The Name: MINNESOTA STATE TRADE UNION YOUTH CENTER 

The Committee 


Honorary Co-Chairmen 

GOVERNOR MA -'OR ARTHUR ROBERT HESS 

KARi ROLVA^ KAPTALIN ROBERT OLSON 

GORDON CC‘ liN SAND'R GENIS 

Dr-.-.er Cc Cheirm-n Si WEISMAN and Nf SHERBURNE 
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Our Guesi Speaker — Harold J. Gibbons 

H«ro ( d J. Gibbons. Si. Eiacut-v-a Assistant to 
tHa Ganarnl Pr«tid«nt of tHa lnt#rn«»ion«l $ro*H 
•rKood of Taamstars was alactad Vica-Prasi- 
dant of tha Union in Octobar. 1957 Ha con 
+inuai to larva as diractor of th# lntarn#tion#l 
BrotKarKood of Taamstars’ National WaraHouta 
Division and sacratary.traasurar «t tha 12 stata 
Cantral Confaranca of Taamstars positions Ha 
Has Hold sine a 1953. 

A studant of aconomict H. story and tha ta 
bor movamant Mr. G bbons antarad tha union 
f<ald via tHa A mane an fada ration of TaacHars 
Ha Has lacturad a* a numbar of univarsitias. in 
cludinq CH.caqo Wisconsin. St. Louis. Cali 
fomia and in 1957 conduc*#d a qraduata sam- 

industry at Harvard Un> varsity. In ivon and 
1955 H« was a participant m O-^adot Aspan 
Instityta. 

In 1950 Mr. Gibbons rapraaant#^ tHa U S 
Economic Coop#rat«on Administration in franca 
♦o study tfca affacts of tHa Marshall Plan on 
franch trada >nions and m 1954 Ha was a 
m#mbar ot a U 5 Labor Dalaqa* on to Israol 
Mr G bbons. 51 vaa't o* aqa was bom in Archibald Patch Pannsylvan.a tHa younqost of 
cH.>dran wt.-ji# fa^ar was a coal m.nar. His fatHar dad wH#n Gibbons was 14 and tHa 
fam iy movad to CHicaqa 

Tt'ara tn # y<v*nq G-bbons t.n.shad a H.qH school court# and too* odd iobt at a coo* to 
f*na* a n.qht schooi oasaat. Ha 'atar a+to«dod dayt<ma c assas at a r#qu<ar t’vdant at *Ha 
U» r#rsity of Chicaqo a*d tHa Univarsity af Wisconsin 

WH#r *K# daprass on H.» Mr Gibbons obtamad a job taach.nq tfc>Mt and wr.tinq taatboofcv 

tio. 

♦ irt* prat do*+ af Loca j*a of *Ha A mar.can fodaratro* of TaacHars In 1914 Ha was alactad 
U*arnat *^"#1 V.ca Pratrda*** and orqamtar fon this an*on 

Hit tvc^wts <n orq«" ri«q *H# taacHars and tHa cab dr-vors naat lad to Sij appo ntmant 
as ass*s T an» roo-onal owoctor of tHa ClO «n Chicaqo aad la tar at a M»dwai* orqan«iar tor tHa 
Tsi*Mf Union Ha cowtin*ad ia tH*t post anH) I9a| wkar. Ha satriad in St Loais at 

d rar*or of ♦♦•a* citys 9ata* WH©iata*a and Dopartmant Stona Employaas U*»on (CIO) 

Mr. Gbbe ns boqo<~ ♦# ba* d *Hat an»t into a larqa and powarfal local u*-oa wH»cH today 
•s a s^ewpiaca of An»r.r*r trada unions— on tHa Must taa " l.st of S f a*a and Labor Da 
»»•" rti*an from f<v#.^ triat 

Mr. Gibbons iao«atioas was tHa famous St Looia Labor Haa**H Ust*ta*a foandad 
vnj at a 'on*p*a*a»y fraa mad-ca 1 canta* for His U-#l s mambart and **a r fani >os 

tarvat as Prat da»t of tHa Institwta Ha p«ona#rad w.tH rHa quaran*aad am«a* waqa 
.-.q ♦ r. H»s 'Oca' • 1^1 And n *Ha bordar cm of S* L^w»t Ha pianaarod w tH non 
d«tcrm.na*on ' avsas «n H«s contracts, vpqrad -^q many Handrods ot wortart *o *-qH#r r ab 
' ■ • oni r*Korwta «anatta«nab*a bocavaa a* raca 
A s’ranq bal-o«ar - pa* *-<a act-o* Mr. Goboaa i-as aHa p*o*aarad a proorom l*o»* n 
a* as tHa Comma*-** Artwsn P«oqra<^ wH-cH a#*qHb;--Ai^d »a*sd» ara a*actad 
fash o« f »fcop *e htndU -fce (•» 

»»»«e»eM A preitc* el -!•» !>■•<* IscV •% «l •• **ib w*« 

l*d C#»p m At ot^Wl. W S* Lott rifeat '*!»•» I#-. '« It. ^* .tl 

»t«kt^ tt^ Atlt rt(ntt’l'«t (t«i H'lMI 

add • o. >• hat bmH M. C. fchnaa K#t «ita *>t n d«». el 1* 10 000 

t-'fct. J#.» Ctttd o- T#e«*t-en Ho I) « S* Lttt ttd ol At Mam. la*ati Ct-Vt-.t 
%a»m i*<t 

M* a» 3t"ed ket iaee tfc-We* HA - 'It Am eat m tr. Mta» t< #. t* 

^.t U«ttn.*» «f ItteaRt t*t« A* -«e- ke •* At ciee t* #• i'Wih ii«m^ Me vet 
e Pe»»»r H ■** 

- -t mi t la wkf tl At U S Itle DtMee-'M *■» J Sh>m !i 

ii.«e A« >t * r*T *■ f d «• ltree> At #»•-»#» *tA*t et • «t -be el He-ete‘ Cta> 
At T.«dt Ctt-.- 1 lt< LeAar leto 1 



Your Menu 


FRUIT SUPREME 
Colored Ice 

ROAST PRIME RIBS of BEEF 
Au Jus 

ASPARAGUS 

BAKED POTATO 
Minnesota Sour Cream 

TOSSED GREEN SALAD 
CHoice of French end 1000 Island Dress! 

ROLLS end BUTTER 

ICE PARFAIT 
wiHi Home-Baked Cookie 


COFFEE 



The Evening's Program 


Dinner Chairmen 

Toastmaster 

Star Spangled Banner" 
"Hatikva" 

Invocation 

DINNER 


SI WEISMAN and NEIL SHERBURNE 

Honorary President, Minnesota Trede 
Union Council for Lebor Israel 

HONORABLE DONALD T. BARBEAU 

Chief Judge. Minneapolis Municipal Court 

Led by MRS. VELVL GREENE 

Accompani by MRS. ELI ROSENBLOOM 

RABBI MAX A. SHAPIRO 

Temple Israel, Minneapolis 


Entertainment "FRANK SINATRA IN ISRAEL 

Latest Film in Color 

15th Anniversary of the State of Israel NOR BERT HOROWITZ 

Histedrut Midwest Executive Director 


Vocel Interlude EDIE STADEN 

Accompanied by RALPH PRlMM 

Presentation of Israeli Gift to 

Mrs. Jack (Florence) Jorgensen HON. KARL ROLVAAG 

G overnor. S e'e of 

Remarks BENJAMIN BERGER 

Honorary President Minneapolis Israel Histedrut Campaign 

Presentation of Solidarity Award to 

Mr. Jack J. Jorgensen DR. SAMUEL S. SCHWARTZ 

V<e Pres-dent, Minneapolis hr eel Histedrut Cempe g" 

The Guest of Honor JACK J. JORGENSEN 

P*ei -dmr* Teamsters Jom* Cower 2 No 1? Muneepo 1 1 

Introduction of Guest Speaker STEPHEN NEHOTTE 

P»es>de«* Were**Ow*e U«on Local No 

Address MR. HAROLD J GIBBONS 

Eeecwtrve T<e President Hene'osel lnherheod el Teem»te»i 


Benediction 


REVEREND H T RASMUSSEN 

t 





Minnesota Labof' Leaiier Honored 



L«ft fv ngkl — Gu!d* M(ir. I onia n Minister •( tfc* St«*« of !we*l John F. 
Curtis. Vice-President. Minnesota State Federation of Labor. AFL-CIO: Gregory 
J. Berdeclte. Executive Director, American Trade Union Council for Labor 
Histedrut. Picture was taken at recant Histedrut convention in New York where 
John F. Curtis, founder of Minnesota Trade Union Council for Histedrut. was 
elected co chairmen of the national group. Curtis was also honored last year 
at the first Histedrut salute to a Minnesotan in the labor movement as Jack 
Jorgensen it being saluted at this dinner tonight. Mrs Meir extends felicitations 
to Curtis for the efforts of organized labor in America for Histedrut and Israel. 


Meet Florence Jorgensen 

Un. Jereaaia* wax ta** ■* M ••xaarlw awe n ma x i w *4 A»ae iMAa 
a xac>a* aae n»»i» n xW*n 

a k', ( « a<xi«te La*-a»aa Owtk h • ■a«Sn at *a LaS a^o w a 
Cwe k ac*va - Aa Mi'ti at Okne* Ska •* a aiartar 





40 YEARS OF HISTADRUT 


15th Anniversary of Aledinatb Israel 


OUR HEARTFELT GREETINGS 

To the American Trade Unions for 
n lx*ir Unselfish Support of Histadrut 

MINNEAPOLIS ISRAEL HISTADRUT 
CAMPAIGN 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 





A Call for Action 

to all 

Minnesota Trade Union Locals 

ENROLL AS MEMBERS 
in the 

American rrode Union Council 
for Labor Israel—HtstaJ rut 



*Frank Sinatra In brail" 



Christians. Jews and Moslems in the Nazareth area flocked to greet Frank 
Sinatra whose name will grace the International Brotherhood Youth Center being 
Ouilt in his honor by Histadrut. At right. Sinatra addresses the people of Nez 
areth before laying of the cornerstone. 



Minnesota Labor's First Israel Project 



Minnesota Trade Unon Council for Histadrut, under the 
John Curtis, is soonsocioa the above Histadrut Community Center at '* ahud. a 
suburb su miles from Tel Aviv, inhabited largely by new -mmiai»nts. The hrst 
p, fund raising for the project was successive conducted m 1967 end is 

E by tonight's event Yehud. founded in I94«. has root* m ant.gu.ty, 

been tattled m the days of the Second Temple, as recent archeological 
It eHo figured >n the times of the Maccabees 
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April 29. 1963 


Mr. C. P. Chuckray. Comptroller 
Central Conference of Teamsters 
1641 South Kingshighway 
St. Louis. Missouri 

Dear Sir and Brother: 

This will authorise you to make a con¬ 
tribution in the amount of $200. 00. In payment for four 
tickets to the Testimonial Dinner, being given by the 
Minnesota Trade Union Council for Labor Israel - Hista- 
drut. 


Jorgenson 


Please forward the check to Jack 


Fraternally yours. 


H. J. Gibbons 
Executive Assistant 
to the General Presii eat 


HJG/mc 






April 23. 1963 


Mr. Ray Wallin 

Joljat Council No. 

704 Fir it Avanua North 
Mlnnnapolls 3. Minna sota 

Sir and Brother 

1 am In racam of your latter dated 
April 22 asking me to ha In Minneapolis on May ISth 
to attend a committee dinner. This will advise you that 
I have ciaarao my calendar to be with you on that data. 
As soon as my travel schedule Is completed I will be In 
i'U( h with yon again. 


Fraternally yours. 


H. J. Gibbons 
E&acutive Assistant to the 
General President 

HJG/yk 
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Teamsters Joint Council No. 32 

AfMUTW <MTM TM 

TEAMSTERS, CHAUFFEURS, 

WAREHOUSEMEN ft HELPERS •l A m cn l t * jo*»h t o nut 

w 1 —f tTy-Tr—>wrf 
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AIR HAIL 

April 22, 1963 


Harold J. Qibbons, Rxacutivn Ylca-Praaidant 
Intaraatioaal Brotharbood of Ibawatara 
25 Louiaiaaa Ava, M.W. 

Washington 1, O.C. 

uaar Mir and Brothart 

Va of tha taawatara ara qoita plaaaad that 
poo bava agraad to ba principal apaakar at tha lhatiaonial 
utnnar for Brothar Jack Jorganaan on Hay 16th. Wa ara 
looking forward to aaaing you at that tiaa. 

Rowanr, thara will ba a apacial dinnar on tha 
night of Hay 15th for a ana 11 nunbar on tha CoMittaa, 
and thay hava raquaatad that I contact you and aak you 
if it would ba poaaibla for you to claar your achadulA* to 
com ona day ahaad of tinw and hava thia dinnar with tha 
Coaaittaa. 

Plaaaa lat tha writar know tha data of your 
arrival, tlaw and flight nuabar, and I will ba at tha 
airport to Mat you. 

Truating that you can Mka thaaa arrangawanta 
to com ona day aoonar than tha dinnar, 1 rawain 


Pratamallj Youra, 

Ray Mallin 

TEAMS TKS JOINT COUNCIL NO.32 

RVimw 

onu #12 


n 







* I KMMNMN 


Teamsters Joint Council No. 32 

APtlUATIO WITH TNf 

TEAMSTERS, CHAUFFEURS, 
WAREHOUSEMEN & HELPERS /4me*U4i 

o« mi AVINUt NOtTM. NINNIAPOUt I. NINNMOTA 


JOMPH I. O'MAII 

Uifttry Tf H iM W 


March 22, 19&3 


Mr. Harold J. Gibbons, Vice Prea. 
Int. Brotherhood of Teamsters 
25 Loulalana Avenue N.W. 
Washington 1, D.C. 
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Dear Harold, 

I am writing again In regard to the Testimonial 
Dinner In my honor on behalf of Hlstadrut to 
be held In Minneapolis, at which you are to be 
the principal speaker. 

It has become necessary to change the date to 
Thursday, May l6th Instead of Saturday, May 18th 
as originally planned. The Committee would 
appreciate It very much If you would confirm 
this speaking engagement so that final 
arrangements can be made. 

Perhaps you will be able to arrive on the 
15th and then we c&n have dinner together 
that night. 

Flease advice — with best wishes, I remain 


Fraternally yours, 

TEAMSTERS JOINT COUNCIL #32 


Jack J. Jorgensen, President 

JJJ:fq 
oelu 12 


i r 1 




20)1 W#*i 


^on« RAndolph 1*1140 


MILK DRIVERS AND DAIRY EMPLOYEES LOCAL No. 32 

— AWIIotod wlrti im — 

MINNESOTA STATE TEDIEATION Of IAIOI 
OUIUTH FED!BATED TIADES ASSEMBLY 
TEAMSTEBS' JOINT COUNCIL NO. 11 
AEL • CIO 

i. ■ or i. c. w. and h. or A. 

DULUTH. MINNESOTA 


March 6, 1963 


Mr. L. N. Steinberg;, 

Personal Repreaentatlve to the Prealdent 
International Brotherhood of Teamatera 
25 Loulalana Ave., N.W., 

Waahlngton 1, D.C. 

Dear Sir and Brother: 

We wlah to thank you and the General Prealdent for accepting 
our Invitation to be the gueat of honor and apeaker at our 
30th Annlveraary Banquet on Saturday, September 28, 1963 . 

We are alao hoping that Mra. Hoffa will accompany our General 
Prealdent. 

We will be In contact with you at a later date In reference to 
making hotel reaervationa for Mr. Hoffa. 


RCD/mc 
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United to 


— Not Combined to Injur*" 



28 February 1963 


Mr. Ruaaell C. Doty,, Secretary-Treaaurer 

Teaaetere Looal Union Mo. 32 

110 Stack Building 

2031 Weat Superior Street 

Duluth, Minnesota 

Dear Sir and Brothers 

Your letter addressed to President Hoffa 
waa referred to hi* In the city of Philadelphia, hence 
the reaeon for the delay In acknowledging your kind 
Invitation to be the principal speaker at your 30 th 
Annlveraary. 

As soon as you arrive at a definite date, 
pleaae let ae know and I will aake the neoessary 
arrangaaenta for President Hoffa to be present. 


Fraternally yours. 


L. N. Steinberg 
Personal Representative to 
Oeneral President 
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MILK DRIVERS AND DAIRY EMPLOYEES LOCAL No. 32 



DULUTH. MINNESOTA 


Mr. James R. Hoffa, General Prealdent 
International Brotherhood of Teamatera 
25 Loulalana Avenue N.W., 

Waahlngton 1, 0. C. 

Dear Sir and Brother: 

The Milk Drlvera and Dairy Employeea Local Union £32 will 
celebrate their 30th Anniveraary thia fall, tentative dates 
either Seotember or October 5. 

We would like to extend an invitation to you and Mra. Hoffa 
to be the gueata of honor and you to be the main speaker for 
thia event. 

To my knowledge, you have never appeared at any gathering in 
the Duluth area and I feel that thia would be an opportune time 
for our membera to meet you. 

Would you pleaae let ua know if you will be able to accept the 
above Invitation and which date would be moat suitable for you. 


it*?-'.* 


RCD/ac 

Milk Drlvera 





amsters Joint Council No. 32 


AWIUATID WITH THI 


TEAMSTERS, CHAUFFEURS, 
WAREHOUSEMEN & HELPERS* /4m<iica 


F. O'HAK 

S*(r«laiy TiMiurtr 
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NOCTM, MINMKAPOUf I. NINNKSOTA 


FN««aI *14*1 


November 28,, 1962 


V A «* 


Mr. Harold J. Olbbona, Vice President 
Int. Brotherhood of Teamsters \ 

25 Louisiana Avenue N.W. 

Washington 1, D.C. 

Dear Harold, 

The Testimonial Dinner honoring me on behalf of 
Hlatadrut will be held In Minneapolis on 
Saturday, May 18, 1963 as originally planned. 

Schedule as follows: 

International Ballroom 
Hotel Plck-Nlcollet 
Reception -- 5:30 P.M. 

Dinner-6:30 P.M. 

I am looking forward to seeing you there and 
am moat happy that you will be the principle 

speaker. 

Hotel reservations have been taken care of and 
you will be notified well In advance, of the 
arrangements. 

Thanking you, I remain 

Fraternally yours, 

TEAMSTERS JOINT COUNCIL NO. 32 


• ^ Yv O. 

TkXWAKbvC* OlN w v 
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Jack J. Jorgensen, President 





INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTERS 

CHAUFFEURS • WAREHOUSEMEN & HELPERS 

OF AMERICA 


. K 

. v* Gr 


^ £>* K 




September 10, 1962 


Mr. James R. Hof fa. General President 
International Brotnerhood of Teamsters 
25 Louisiana Avenue, N. W. 

Washington 1, D. C 


1330 N. INDUSTRIAL BLVD 
DALLAS 7. TEXAS 




Dear Sir and Brother: 

The week ending July 22nd, we held a meeting of the 
Southern Teamsters Educational Association, Inc. The 
balance of the week was spent holding the Southwest 
Area Grievance Commi ctee sessions. 

The week ending July 29th, I spent in Miami, Florida, 
attending the Policy Committee meetings of the Southern 
Conference of Teamsters. 

The week of August 5th, I attended the National Con¬ 
ference of Teamsters Lawyers' meeting in San Francisco. 

The week ending August 12th, I, along with the rest 
of the Committee, was in negotiations with Braswell 
Freight Lines, and the balance of the week in the Dallas 
office. 

During the week ending August 19th, I held meetings 
with the Local Unions and Ryder Systems concerning pro¬ 
posed change of operations u..der the Garage Agreement. 

I had a meeting with the Operators and Union representa¬ 
tives on grievance cases. I had a meeting in Fort Worth 
with our attorneys and the National Labor Relations Board 
on Braswell. I had a meeting with a Mr. Horowitz, a repre 
sentative of the American Trades Council for Histadrut of 
Israel. 


The week ending August 26th, I was in meetings with 
various companies and Local Union representatives relative 








February 23, 


Mr. Charles F. Lindsay, Secretary-Trees. 

Team stars Joint Council No. §4 
324S Eliot Street 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Sir and Brother: 

Greg Bar da che has forwarded me a copy of his letter to you of 
February 21st in which he thanks you for helping on pr. moling 
a Histadrut dinner in Denver. 

I am very happy to hear of this activity by one of our local unions 
and want to extend to you my congratulations. Over and above any 
problems we have in America, it le my conviction that we have a 
responsibility to concern ourselves with people less fortunate than 
our selves. It seems to me that the people of Israel are in this 
category and should receive our assistence in their great effort 
of building a productive, democratic ociety in Israel. 

Again, my congratulation*. 


Fraternally youre. 


H. J. Gibbons 
Executive Assistant to the 
General President 

HJG/yh 

cc: Greg Bardacke 
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and ita m*..y wlillata. imala. 





I M taking tha llliitjf et aandlQk a copy ol thia lattai to 
Harold Giblona who naa •«•<> a irua and loyal triand ot Hiata- 
dial. 1 mm aura that ha Mill paaa thia Inlai *tlon on to 
Ftaaldant Jaaaa Hot (a. 

Agalo, accopt oar kiauiul thank*. Anything that you can do 
10 pioanta our iNBbiiahip drivo will ba vary mil h apprav iatoo. 

Fratainally youia, 


CJB'lg Cragory J. 

Eieiutivo Diroctoi 

a M.. Harold Clblona 



'lover her ?0 f 1^1 

^ A r\ If MkTI a ti i— . 

-^uA'CtxV ^ oc 
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M r. H. J. ^ibbons 
Sxaoutlve A ■■! stunt to the 
General President 
Tntemetlonel Brotherhood of 
Teaaatera, Chauffeurs, 

Harehouaetnnn *t Helpers 
Tashln^ton 1, D. C. 

Dear Vr. Qlbbonai 

Thank you for your letter of "ovember llith. T hav» 
Inatructed our Treasurer to send a donation to Hlstadrut, 
aa you aurueated, which we are very pleased to do. 

Thanka a rain for belnr with us last month. 






JL 


5'A>A \ 


Auguat 1. 1961 


Mr. G. Bardacke 
HIST ADR UT 
33 E. 67th Stmt 
New York 21. New York 

Dear Mr. Bardacka: 

The attached correspondence 

la a a If-explanatory. 1 am aending them to you 

for your information. 

Youra very truly, 

H. J. Gibbon 
Executive Aaaistant to the 
General Preaident 


HJG:ld 

Att 



I 
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Iffeat ( uffors and 

butcher Workmen 

Or NORTH AMERICA 


APrillATKO WITH API CIO 


tHCRiDAN ROAO 


July 28, 1961 


Messrs. James R. Hof fa 

General President and 

John F. English 

General Secretary-Treasurer 

International Brotherhood of Teamsters 

25 Louisiana Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Brothers Hoffa and English: 

Caught in the mesh of our usual summertime activities 
including conferences of various types plus serious 
preparations for our national Packinghouse negotiations 
which are already upon us, we have been unable to reply 
to your letter of July 14, 1961 before now. 

We assure you, however, that the delay in acknowledging 
receipt of your generous support in the amount of $2000.00 
for the Patrick E. Gorman Project for Histadrut in no 
way detracts from our appreciation of your cooperation 
in this worthy endeavor. 

We shall be happy to include your advertisement in this 
behalf in the September-October, 1961 issue of The 
Butcher Workman. 

Thanks again for your cooperation. 

With our very best wishes, we are 

Sincerely yours, 


0 -V A 

President 


"I \ 


* 


( . 

Secretary-Treasurer 


dc 
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Office of tho General President 

To, Mr. l»|U*k 


Preject 


J&K/fk 







March 6, 1959 


Janti R. Rohiaioa, Sac. 

C. O. R. E, 

SI Parb Row 

Niw Torb It, Naw York 

Dtar Mr. Robtaaoa: 

M ch aa I grat to wrlta I aauat adviaa you that CORE 
caaoot aspact a contribution at thia tlmo Iron 
tbo lataraatioaal Brotharhood of Taamatara. 

hava racaivad many raquaata from vary worthwhila 
caaaaa, bat hava conaiatantly turnad down all contribution* 
to aay typo orgaaioatioa. Tbia includiag matching fund* 
for oar owa local uaiona ia our organialng afforta. 

Fritarnally your a. 


H. J. Gibbon* 

Eaacutiva Aaaiatant to tba 
Ganaral Praaidant 

HJG/yk 


r 






)l M • « 


CCMUndt 7-0401 


“ — York 31. N»w York 


/r 

January 26, 1959 


Nr. larold Glbbona, Aoting Dlraetor 
latlonal Warehouse Division 
Intarnatlonal Brotharhood of Taaaatara 
2$ Louisiana Avenue, B. V. 

Washington 1, D. C. 


Daar Nr. Gibbonsi 


In Dacaabar I wrote you about tha possibilities of your as¬ 
suring soaa simlfleant financial aid for CORE froai the International 
or froa one of lta subdivisions. 

Our naad for help has increased greatly since my first latter. 
Hy report to oar Batlonal Council aaeting in Bashville, Tennessee, lsst 
■eakerd — eopy of whieh is enclosed -- reflects the concern we feel 
about financing as well as the unprecedented growth of CORE activity 
the past few aonths. 

I should appreciate a note froa you telling as whether there is 
any poasibillty of sacurlng sons assistance froa your organisation. 


r\ 


Sincerely yours, 

K C 


Janes R. Robinson 
( Executive Secretary 


enc. 
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chapter DBVXLOfmrr (new ®cups): 

The affiliation application*, treated firat oc the Council Agenda, apeak 
for tbaaisalves. Tbay reault from tha work of th« local leader*, fran work dona by 
other locale, fro* tha efforta of National Chair-nan Charlea Oldham and Former 
Rational Secretary Marian Oldham, and, of courae, from the efforta of our two field 

aacretariea. 

Other group* have alao met, and aoma of theae are expected to aurvlve and 
affiliate. Thie include* Boa too CORE, on the formation of which Field Representa- 
tlva Herbert Kalman and former Raw York CORK Chairman Charlea Crawford aaalated 
Oordoo Carey. 

In addition to tentative group* mentioned in the Report* of the Field 
Secretaries, it ahould be mentioned that, aa a reault of Vice-Chairman Henry Hodge 1 
field trip to Portland and Seattle, a group did meet in Seattle at leaat for a 
time. Communication with thla group haa not been good, and it la probable that tha 
group will have to ba re-formed during tha West Coaat field trip. 

STAFF DEYELORffiNT: 

In accordanca with Convention Decision to hire a second Field Secretary if 
finmneee permitted, Gordon R. Carey was hired on August 1st. Hla field work haa 
bean conspicuously successful. The idea that he would taka ovsr a large portion 
of the progrea planning and flald trip planning has been only partially realized 
beoaues of the necessity to keep him almost constantly in the field. His handling 
of tha offlea during ay January vacation indicates that he la thoroughly competent 
to taka over moat of the program and field planning if we can release him more 
frequently from tha field. Thla bacomea possible if we are able to add yet another 
flald secretary, and wa are fortunate to have one prospect for thla opening. 

By mid-Fall, tha increase of work in the National Office, including an 
enormous increase in clerical work, made it evident that a secretary or clerk- 
typlat was essential. Our faithful Treasurer, Lula Farmer, spent many days in the 
office typing receipts, changing addressee, and mailing Holiday Cards — while her 
regular bookkeeping work necessarily fell behind. As Lula's new baby will un¬ 
doubtedly conspire to keep her Mother out cf the office, it was also evident that 
tha new staff person would have to be able to handle much financial detail. In 
December, Mrs. Hortsnse Sawyer Joined the office staff. Her previous experience 
was in Federal Civil Service and with an adoption agency in New York City. Inter¬ 
estingly enough, she was brought up in Little Rock. Lula Farmer plans to continue 
to aalntaln *11 the bookkeeping records of the organization. McCain, Peck and 
myself have, of course, continued oc the staff. 

MIKBERSHIP AND FINANCE: (figures fran June 1, 195® through February l6, 1959) 

RECRUITMENT (Fund-Raising from NEW names: persons on CORE list who respond 
to these c&itslde appeals are not credited under Recruitment, but under Maintenance) 
Since June 1, 1958, 105,115 appeal letters, most enclosing Anna Holden's pamphlet, 
have bean sent out. 3,625 NEW persons have contributed and have been added to the 
OCMC list. The money contributed from this source totals ^21,299*00* Average 
contribution, $ 5 .07. Percentage response. Just short of 3 2 %. As we have usually 
considered 2$ adequate, our returns to date this year have been most unusual -- 
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particularly since we used untested and magazine Hats rather heavily, and such 
lists had not usually proved productive In the past. We cannot maintain this level 
In the future. 

MAINTENANCE: Financial contributions frcm cur regular list have been good, 
but not spectacular. It la too early to tell how the February appeal based on the 
Virginia Pilgrimage will make out. The number of gifts of $300 or more Is not In¬ 
creasing. Maintenance costa have risen as we now have ADDRESS 0 RITE maintain our 
stencils, cutting all new stencils, filing them, & removing all old stencils. 

Also, the rapid addition of new names causes much maintenance work for the card 
records in the office. Fortunately, in addition to editing the CORElator and pre¬ 
paring both the picture story of the Richmond Pilgrimage and copy for a longer 
pac.phlet to replace Era sing the Color Line , Jim Peck has given much tine to doing 
the aultlpllcltcuo change-of-address work. 

Financial situation of CORE has become very difficult to analyze and fore¬ 
cast this year. In the first eight months of the year, we took In six thousand 
dollars more than our budg et envisioned for the entire fiscal year . We spent in 
the same eight months approximately what we had planned to spend In the whole 
year. This la the first time that the budget, prepared on estimates worked out 
by Lula Farmer and myself, has net been close to the realization. Chapter develop¬ 
ment, program and office have all. expanded also far beyond our estimates at the 
1958 Convention. We had hoped to add one field secretary; we did that and added 
an office clerk-typist also, and new have hopes of adding a second field secre¬ 
tary. The problem la evident: how can we Increase financial backing to insure 
that needed growth will not be curtailed by stringency? At the rate we have been 
going, an Incase of almost $70,000 Is an indicated need for this fiscal year. In 
contrast to total Incase of about $25,000 for all of last year, this is an enor- 
acua figure. Frankly, I do not see at this point how we can do It. Necessary 
steps will be clearer when we have discovered whether the recent Brotherhood Month 
appeal to our own Hat la successful. Sase further mailing to outside lists la 
possible, but this la apt to run up coats as fast as receipts as we have already 
used cur beat lists this year. Several methods might be tried: (l) approaching 
our larger donors for Increased gifts (not too simple as we do not have tax de¬ 
ductibility for contributions); (2) approaching labor unions (this should be a 
good source,but the small amount of work so far done on It has been unproductive); 
(3) fund-raising dinner (this would require big-name speaker and hiring a temporary 
employee experienced In dinners to handle It). 

My general feeling Is that we face financial difficulty and that we need 
every support, Including supp ort from aff iliat ed groups. 

PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION: 

A FIRST STEP TOWARD SCHOOL INTEGRATION. The fact that over 100,000 copies 
of thla pamphlet have been used speaks for Itself. It has been ordered by numer¬ 
ous libraries, etc. Yet the bulk was used with fund appeals, snd it Is the re¬ 
sponse frcm these that Indicates this Is the best Item we have ever Issued. The 
great amount of work done to distribute through other organizations and groups and 
the ad placed In TEE CRISIS were both relatively unsuccessful. Apparently for 
distribution of any pamphlet which forwards the name of CORE as well as a tech¬ 
nique, we can count on extremely little help fraa other groups. The only order 
for 1,000 copies Imprinted came fran Dr. King's Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. 
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PA3SIVE RESISTANCE TO MASSIVE RESISTANCE, the story of the March on Rich- 
■ond, la chiefly a promotional piece, and ve were disappointed In the appeartn.ee 
of the first page. 22,000 copies In stock. 

NOJJVIOLENCE ACAT1BT JH5CR1M. Jim reck has vritten a first draft of this 
paaqphlet, aimed at replacing HIASUN; TEE '5'LOR L’NE ar.1 CORE. A BRIEF HISTORY. TV 
National Action Ccaanlttee has approved the lit a of prolucing this pamphlet, with 
photos and/or drawings. Copy, hower-r, ia still open to revisions. In general 
the action stories, selected frxaa different periods in CORT's history and fectn'lnj 
different groups are excellent, 'the in .eg -ation of the HISTORY into this pampruet 
is, in «y opinion, more open to question: to maize it short enough net to impede 
the pace also leaves it distinctly tncouplete. But I am sure that the pamphlet 
will be produced in satisfactory form beiore the Convention. It cannot, of cc-uvce, 
create the vide interest by general reaiers that A FIRST STEP enjoyed. It will 
be uaeful to the groups, but probably not useable with appeals except to cur own 
■ailing list. 

ORGANIZATIONAL MANUAL. A few cories of the preliminary mimeographed edition 
are available at this Council meeting. Ihis was prepared iy Charles R. Oldham and 
seemed to cover the subject so well that relatively little editing was done. We 
should like to lighten it with cartoon-type drawings, but have no definite idea 
for drawing the cartoons. Careful study of this MANUAL by the older groups ia 
reccsnervted: its suggestions should help them as much as the newer locals. We 
expect this to be a vital tool for use by our field secretaries in the formation 
of new greupe. 

WHS IS CORE end CORE RULES FOR ACTION continue to be used rather steadily 
by scM of our affiliates. It will probably be necessary to reprint THIS IS CORE 
in the near future. If so, we shell use white rather than gray paper to make it 
■ore distinguishable free RULES FOR ACTION, of which we still have a generous 
supply. 

WHAT TO DO ABCUT HOUSING DISCRIMINATION. A cheap offset of Jim Peck’s 
column on this topic, with a few additions typed on, will be Issued late in March. 
This will be helpful in answering questions about housing on an open occupancy 
basis. It will not deal with public housing even though sloppy handling of in¬ 
tegration in this area is doing much damage to the cause of integration generally: 
this is too technical for brief handling. 

AHONISIRATION 

This budget item includes office equipment, rent, phone. Council & Conven¬ 
tion arrangements, portions of the salaries of all employees, all vacation salaries, 
etc. Rent, including electricity & cleaning, has risen from $ 1 + 9.50 monthly on the 
old office to $132 on the new. A good bit of equipment has been essential, in¬ 
cluding an adding machine, two typewriters, etc. 

We are concerned about the great increase in Administration Expenses and 
hope that Council delegates will hold down travel requests as far as possible (up 
to one-half of r.t. rail ccach is allowed official voting delegates). 

Convention: June lUth to l$th at Presbyterian Ccnference Grounds, Pacific 
Falised-i (suburb of Los Angeles), California. Although some questions were raised 


♦ I I 
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•bout the Veat Coaat location after so many new groups appeared east of the 
Mississippi, the Vest Coast area was designated by the last Convention. Also, Henry 
lodge has dune seme field work on the West Coast, and Gordon Carey plans to be on 
the Ooaat froai May lat or earlier tlirough the Convention. This may facilitate 
attendance by any new groups which develop there. Also, at last year's Convention, 
many people felt that Easterners would enjoy ccabining the Convention with a West 
Coaat vacation trip. 

The Conference Grounds appears to be ideal in its arrangements. Cost is 
$6 par peraon per day plus $1.50 for one set of bedding for the whole period. A 
guarantee of 25 persona for the whole period las been made. A guarantee count 
suet ba submitted to the Caap Management well in advance. This indicates the 
naceaalty to collect advance deposits so that we can guarantee the exact number. 

Mo travel subsidy whatever is available to the five delegates permitted 
each affiliated group unless we set up a Convention Travel Pool. This cannot, in 
view of our situation, be taken from the Treasury, but oust be made up by seme 
fora of travel Pool Fund to which the groups or the delegates contribute. If the 
Council feela soae such plan might ba feasible, I suggest we set up a Committee to 
focisulate the details and report back to the Council for final action. 

Plana for a dinner in L. A. in connection with the Convention have not 
been Bade, lenry Bodge will report on plans for a Weekend Workshop in L. A. to 
preceds the Conference-Convention. Plans for the Conference have also not been 
aade, but it waa the strong feeling of the 195& Convention that all persons on the 
national OORE list night be invited. 

There haa alao been acne question about having two national meetings each 
year — the Council and the Convention. If there is time, this should be dis- 
auaaad now. 

Ona argument advanced for holding only the Annual Conference-Convention is 
that we new expect local affiliates to send delegates twice a year to governing 
bodies of the National Organization. The feeling is that we might get larger 
attendance if there were only one neetlng. 

The argument agalnat cutting down to one meeting a year is that, unless 

other arrangements are aade, the National is run for a whole year by the Staff and 

the Hatlcral Action Ceasalttee without the democratic check which the Council nov 
provides. Soma alao question whether rare delegates would be forthcoming if there 
wara one annual neetlng Instead of two. 

BOLirwer cahds: 

The Treasurer's Report makes it obvious that we were much more successful 
this year than last. The idea for next year is two new cards, one of them more or 
laas conventional, plus the two cards offered this past year. Much heavier pro¬ 
motion (from 100,000 to 200,000 pieces of direct sail) plus the employment of one 
tamp rary employee to handle the card orders is contemplated. New names free 

Holiday Card aales increased our list this year by at least 600 names. The use of 

the cards helps spread the name of OCRS. A large profit margin is not expected. 
Seme salary tins is, of course, charged off to the Card account. With allocation 
of this type, this year’s sale will probably result in a loss of $200 to $300. It 
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should be pointed cut, however, that the salary would have to be paid anyway: this 
Is a bookkeeping rather than an actual loss to the organization. 

FILM: 

The proposal to do a film based on Nsshvllle's work on school integration 
Is still alive. It cannot be done out of regular funds. We are now waiting to get 
time to circularize the Foundations to try to find one to finance the film and las i > 
It in Its nsae. This Is the only method which is possible as contributions to (XU 
Itself are not tax deductible and we would therefore stand little chance of getting 
aoney from Foundations for us to produce the film. I am personally dubious that 
this fils will ever materialize. 

PROGRAM: 

The chief item under this heading as distinguished from "Chapter Develop¬ 
ment" are two: (l) James T. McCain's participation in the Friends Conference on 
Race Relations last August at Westtcwn, Pennsylvania and (2) the Pilgrimage of 
Prayer f r Public Schools in Richmond Virginis on January 1, 1959, led by Rev. 

Wyatt Tee Walker with most Important assistance frcn Gordon Carey. 

(1) While a Conference Is always somewhat limited, James McCain's work with 
thia one oust have been exceptional as it led to favorable comment to the office 
and one very sizeable contribution. 

(2) The success of the Richmond March was astonishing: we had hoped for 
success but without anticipating what actually happened. In other reports, you 
are receiving the details. All I wish to add is that Gordon Carey's work to see 
that OORE received publicity in connection with the Pilgrimage was excellent, and 
we received acre publicity on this one activity tlian we usually receive in a whole 
year of activities. This can prove of vital importance in the building of new 
groups in Virginia. It builds same base should we decide to hold a regional Work¬ 
shop there in July. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS: 

This item normally belongs with "Public Information and Education." I am 
treating it separately because it is largely a hope at this point: we have vir¬ 
tually no publicity set-up. This affects both the ability to form new groups and 
the ability to raise funds. 

We new have a national list of Negro newspapers and magazines on address 
stencils so that press releases can be sent. Copies of the CORElator were mailed 
to this list. Dramatic actions by local CORE groups should be written up in press¬ 
release form snd sent out. Because of the necessity for speed, local groups will 
ususdly have to send the releases themselves. If such dramatic actions can be 
anticipated, the National Office will usually be able to address the envelope and 
send them to the local group so that they may prepare the releases and mall them 
ismedlately after the action. We plan, also, to Include the newspaper list when 
we next prepare a list of contacts in the local groups. This will mean that each 
affiliated group will have the newspaper list. Major dallies such as the Washing¬ 
ton Post, The New York Tices, etc., should also receive the release if it has suf¬ 
ficient interestj and, of ccuroe, the local dailies should get it unless there is 
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■cine reason to be reticent with them. 

This work, by Itself, is not sufficient for the National Organization. 
Albert Rttinger, fonaerly active with CORE, has put us in touch with a public re¬ 
lations nan who had experience with another organization. There is some slight 
chance that he night be able himself to haudle CORE as an "account." But he was 
inclined to think we should investigate use of the Harold Oram Public Relations 
firm both for publicity purposes and for direct-mail fund-raising. The National 
Action Coraaittee recognizee the necessity for publicity build-up, but has some 
doubt about use of a professional fund-raiser. More investigation is to be done. 
Expressions of opinion by the National Council might be helpful on this issue 
should use of a firm such as Oram actually become a possibility. 

As matters stand now, we know our public relations is not being done 
systematically, but we have no immediate knowledge of what the best steps are 
likely to be. 

conclusion: 

The development of CORE nationally and locally since June 195^ has been 
most remarkable. Congratulations are in order to the local groups, the national 
officers and staff. We hope we can grow at an even faster pace. But we cannot 
deny that growing pains exist, particularly financially, and we must approach the 
future with seme trepidation as well as with optimism. 


Respectfully submitted, 

James R. Robinson 
Executive Secretary 




December li, 1^3 / 


J 
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C. 0"?st. 

X 

Mr. Harold Giboons, Acting Director 
National Warehouse Division 
internet tonal Brotherhood of T«n"t8rs 
2t> Louisiana aV«., K. 

Washington 1, D. C. 

Dear Hal: 

I mb er-ciosing a copy of a letter to you from Jim xiobinson 
which he nad sent to St. uouis, since 1 feel ttiat it is 
more likely that you wilt be in Washington. 

It would sen to ae that Cuto is one of the most deserving 
of all tns organizations in the field of race relations, it 
does a consietently gooo Job on a comparatively saa-Li budget-. 

A contributi n from the international or from one of the sub¬ 
divisions might be applied to a specific project such as 
voter registration, it could, of course, bring in very suo- 
stantial public relations dividends i:i the negro press and 
elsewnere. 

Do think about this. I hope to see you when you are in 
Mew York. 


Cordially, 


Harvin xiich 



« 



Deca-.brr n . ’" c - u 


Hr. Karr:- v. hr.h—>s 

• • • 

IbM 'cuth Ktngshi-’hway 
"t . Louis 1°, Wiasourl 

Dear Hr. Gibbons: 

I ax enclesin*- ' *< Call for a ; rayer i iignmage to B ichmord for 
Public r 'ch©ola," to t.e held or ‘juncl^-at ion fey, January 1, and to be co- 
■oonsoreo by tt;a Congress cf B seial quality (CC; " ) and tha Vlr/inia 
f>ta*a Cenfarenoe of NaAC 1 . ^artioiimt in- will ba largely restricted to 
Virginians to **n\ \ it.a usual charge of "northern interference,' and it 
aaaaa l.kely ♦hat at la*«* ona ♦nouaand Virginians will participate. 

although tha idea for this danonstration arose in our O L 
grow:a in <lrgi»*ia, it oouln not have materialized without substantial 
aaaiatanaa from National CC-’L. Nut only hava we re lea ad Gordon r.. 

Caray, ona of our field secretaries, from other field plane eo that ha 
aan devote a full eavan days a weak to ■•slating Rev. \yatt Tea 'Mker 
in coordinating tha project, out we have also advanc’d financial assis¬ 
tance (aoat o r which we hope will oe returned). 

This project, iaaiyrr 4 to ahow that mass support for inte¬ 
gration car counterbalance Virgiria'a "a*-si vs raaistence," is Juat ona 
of tha opportunities If'-! 1 has had recertly. It is evident *hat the-a ia 
a Her and and a need 'or a greatly expanded CC‘program. a arr extending 
to the limit of our ebll ties, but, because wa oannot ret sufficient 
financial a'lnport, wa are not growir • : aet enough t.o seat all demand*. 

I aa therefore writing to aak you to aecura major and aigrifi- 
aant auoport frost tha International Brotherhood of Teanatera. 

' a are doing avarythirg possible in buildir. up a list of 
individual contributor', -a hava nearly twice aa aary of thaaa aa ona 
year ago, and total income cf *25,000 last year (ended Hay )1, 1958) 
aey ba doubled in tha currant year. Wa are not aeslrp for help in lieu 
af aeeklng 1* ourselves, but wa realise that wa cannot, without aaaiatanoa 
from raw sources. Increase our budget and ataff adequately. 

Tou eight ba interested in tha personnel of our Ne'ional 
Action Committee, which deter i-ea policy e-d makes ths -acision on 

(cont *d) 
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how the organisation is to develop. 1 list ths members: 

Le* oy Center. Industrial Conoi.isioner'a Offics 
luls Fsrssr, formerly with ths Instituts of International Educa- 
tior j CORE treasurer 
Jsaaa Fsrasr, AFSC“E organiser 
George Houser, American Coaaittee on Africa 
Jms Took, writer j editor of the C r>1 lsttr 

“■rein Rleh, Israel Campaign (formerly with T«a»stera) 

Thostas L. Roberts, of Itkln, Roberts A Greantaua, 270 Madison Avenue. 

At yesterday's seating of this Coanittee, it was necided that 
one full-time secretarial assistant will bs employed in our office (up to 
this point 1 have had no secretarial assistance st all); that Rev. 

Wendell r oster, formerly active In New Tork City C0 n E and now psntor 
of tha largest A M E ehurch in Bermuda. will be added to the Field Staff 
on June 1st if flnanoes parr it. Planning a systematic public relations 
and pablicity progrsa was al?o discussed. e have virtually no program 
at all of this type at present, but we felt we could not reaoh rrore than 
tentative conclusions at this *iae. 

'a emphasis upon direct action of a nonviolent type should 
Sfaal to the Brotherhood of Tetfastera. Because CC^E is not a tax-deductible 
organisation (we ara aiailar to ACLT and AFA in this respect), ve need labor 
urlon support auch wore than groups which secure large contributions frost 
wealthy donors who are able to charge *-ost of the gift off as -v>ney which 
would otherwise have bear ejent in ttxas. 

Although s nirber of labor unions, largely locals, do aake annual 
contributions to CPRE, no large contributions have aver com# in from union 
sources, and I would suapset that a good daal less than y of all con¬ 
tributions eoaa lroa this source. 

7 should hops tlist you will bs sble to ssours major contributions 
to CORE not only frow ths Intsrnstionsl itsslf but also fron s good number 
of its locals and regionals. 

I know that you auat faal that CORE has an inportant contribution 
to aake to Aiseriear raee relations or you would not have bean willing to 
sarvs on our Advisory Caa-.ittee. I sw counting or you to hslp us during 
this period of erlais and growth. Should you nsad further data on our 
finances or any other aspect of our progrsa, please let us know. 

''incerely yours, 

j, ^ w *■ . — / X /{_■* • 1^ t-'.'. t 

Janes R. Robinson 

Exeeutive Secretary 

Copyi Charles R. Oldhaa, Esq. 
lational CTPf Chairman 
5110 Tain 

St. Louis 15. Missouri 
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Address by The Hon. Armand D'Angelo 
Coasriaaioner 

Dapartaiant of aatar Supply, Gaa and tlectricity 
Installation Dlnnar 

Amarican Trada Union Council for Histadrut 

January 2A t 1959 

Tha Aator, Saw York City 


I aa vary happy to ba hara thia evening and to hava thia opportunit 
to share with tha members of tha Amarican Trada Union Council for Histadrut 
thia vary wonderful occasion. 

For although my nama la D'Angelo and 
although mj own family background reflects a 
heritage which atems from an area of tha Medi¬ 
terranean many hundreds of miles from tha aherea 
of Israel — I, too, rejoice aa you do — in the 
birth, tha early struggles and the growing matu¬ 
rity of tha great, young, vibrant land which haa 
benefited ao greatly from your dedication. 

Indeed, it would ba very strange if any 
Amarican regardless of religious creed, national 
background or any of tha social and cultural dif¬ 
ferences which distinguish one man from another 
could remain unmoved by the saga of Israel, by 
the breadth of the human concept which ia Israel, 
by the courage of its people, or by the devotion 
of its friarda in other lands. 

It would be stranger still if I as a lifelong trade unionist could fail 
to take great inspiration from the ’natyilflcent work which ray fellow trade union¬ 
ists throughout our oountry have contributed to the development of a strong and 
vigorous labor mwemant in Israel. 

For me, it ia a very great privilege to participate in the activities of 
an organisation such aa the American Trade Union Council for Histadrut and to con¬ 
tribute in some small personal measure to the material and moral support which are 
ao vital to the dmaocratic tradition which the people of Israel today are building 
for the spiritual nourishment of future generations. 

Aa same of you msv know, I had the opportunity last year — through our 
Mayor, Robert F. Wagner, to visit Israel and to see at first hand many of the aston- 
iahing aoonoraic, industrial and agricultural developments which her people have fos¬ 
tered during the past decade. 

I wish that everyone could be aa fortunate as I; for the experience of wit¬ 
nessing at first hand all of the modem miracles that the aona and daughters of Is¬ 
rael have wrought in their homeland is something that will remain in my memory for 
the reat of ay Ufa, aa proof of man's faith in his fellow-man and of the reality of 
courage and vision in our troubled times. 

A dacade ago, the vision of Israel shone as a beacon of freedom which 
proailsed light and hope for Jews throughout the world comparable only to the lantern 
uplifted toward heaven by our own statue of liberty to guide oppressed people of all 
nations to America's shores. 
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Ill 


Tha vision of Israel today has been transformed into the achievements of 
courageous pioneers, of men and women and of children too, who have labored with love, 
with devotion and with sublime faith to recreate a nation that first rose to great¬ 
ness thousands of years ago. 

Tha story of Israel today is an inspiring account of the establishment of a 
democratic nation whera man and women and children live without fear, secure in the 
knowledge that they may worship God each according to his own conacience and heritage 
and pledged to protect and to advance the welfare and well-being of his neighbors. 

Many of the brightest chapters in that story have been penned by the men 
and women of ths General Federation of Labor in Israel, the Histadrut. 

This cosmmnity, for it is just that, of more than half a million workers in 
every phase of labor in every part of Iaraal so thoroughly permeate the life of the 
nation that it is literally impossible to think of Israel without immediately, recall¬ 
ing the incredible achievements of Histadrut. 

Throughout ths land, the living functioning monuments to the concept of Is¬ 
rael idiich have been lovingly created by Histadrut bear witness to the strength and 
vitality of the organisation. Modem hospitals, medical clinics, trade schools, cul¬ 
tural centers, youth canters, housing projects - all of these life-giving enterprises 
draw their strength and owe their very existence to the dynamism of Histadrut. And in 
a very large measure the dynamic success of Histadrut stems from the financial, moral 
and political support lavished upon it by the American Labor Movement through the 
American Trada Union Council for Histadrut. 

The great fraternal relationship between Labor in Israel and Labor in Amer¬ 
ica has been permanently recorded in the roll of institutions erected and maintained 
by Histadrut. The William Green Cultural Center in Haifa; the Philip Murray Cul¬ 
tural Center in Kilat; the ILGWU Hospital in Beersheba - these are just a few of the 
monumental Histadrut edifices which bear the names of revered American labor leaders 
and prominent American labor organisations - in testimonial to the warm spirit of 
friendship which exists between the working people of these two great nations. 

And it is you, my good friends, the officers and members of the American 
Trade Union Council for Histadrut, who have helped to build these monuments, who 
hava breathed life into them and who have helped to transform a great dream into a 
aftill greater reality. Your unselfish, your openhearted, your immensely generous 
gifts of tima and effort and money to the cause of labor and social Justice in Is¬ 
rael certainly have made possible the greatest national success story in modem his¬ 
tory. 

Tonight, as ws accept the new and renewed pledges of faith in this great 
humanitarian enterprise of the new and re-elected officers of the American Trade 
Uhion Council for Histadrut let us pause, too, with gratitude and happiness in our 
hearts, with praysrs on our lips and with the fervent hope that Almighty God will 
continua to bastow His benediction upon us, upon our brethren in Israel and upon all 
working men and women, upon all of our fellow human beings who share our faith in 
His power and His lova. 

It is now privilage to introduce the following newly elected officers: 
Honorary Chairman, Claude Jodoin; Honorary Vice-Chairmen George M. Harrison, Donald 
MacDonald and David J. McDonald; and Co-Chairmen Bernard Shane and Harold Hanover; 
Members of ths National ixecutive Consittee - Shelley Appleton, William Collins, 

Stava Fadaroff, Samuel H. Friedman, Samuel Herbst, Samuel Kraisman, Joel Menist, 

Jack Palay, Frederick H. Simas, and David Weisman. 
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The following officer* have all bean raalactad to their present posts: 
Chairman Mos Falikman; Co-Chainaen Joseph Gold, David Siegal and Norman Zukowsky; 
Rational Kzecutive Cossnitte* Chairman David Gingold; Administrative Coamittee 
Chairman I. H. Goldberg; Treaaurer Philip Lubliner; Aaaociate Treasurer Nathaniel M. 
Minkoff) Financial Secretary Frank Brow; Associate Financial Secretary Murray M. 
Kolker; Recording Secretary Max Goodman; executive Director Gregory J. Bardacke; 
Aaaociate Director Mordecai Barlaa; and Assistant Director Marvin Rich. 

Hr friend*, it haa bean both a pleasure and a very great honor to join you 
her* thla evening and to pay tribute to the wonderful work that you are doing. 

Thank you and God bias* you all. 
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o* ike NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR LABOR ISRAEL 
33 East 67 Street * New York 21. N. Y. * REgent 4 6010 




February 12, 1959 
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Mr. Harold Gibbons 

International Brotherhood of Teamstere 
25 Louisiana Avenue, H. Mi. 

Washington 1, D. C. 

Dear Halt 

The enclosed clipping wnich appeared in tne 
February 12 issue of TK5 NA YOeLK. TIMJSS reminded me 
of our aeeting with the Executive Council of the 
Histaarut during your first trip to Israel. 1 imagine 
that t ile information should please you very each. 

Looks as if your suggestions were really taken seriously. 

Thank you so ouch for the pictures. Are they 
alne to keep or were you just lending than to me? 

Best personal regirds. 

Cordially, 


GJB/ffc 
oeiut 153 

enol. 


Gregory J. Bardacke 
Executive director 


x \ 
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33 Eail 67 Street * New York 21, N. Y. • REgent 4-6010 
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January 23, 1959 
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Mr. Harold J. Gibbons *V\\V\**-^\svX' 

International brotherhood of Teamsters 
25 Louisians Ave. U.m. 

Washington 1. U. C. * 

Dear Hal, 

Sorry I missed you when I was in Washington. I did 
have a nice talk with Larry Steinberg and said a quick hello 
to Jinny. 

Just received a letter from Judy, who tells us that 
ahe learned that you were at the University of Chicago after 
you had been there and gave me hell for not letting her know. 

She also tells me that Jimmy Hoi'fa has been invited to speak 
at the University and is looking forward to seeing him. Please 
let me know if Jinny decides to accept the speaking invitation. 

If you are in Chicago you nay want to call Judy and say hello. 

Her address is: 

Judith dardacKe 
1126 West House 
5825 S. Woodlawn Ave. 

Chicago 37, Ill. 

Phone: Butterfield 8-6610 

You ahould pay a little attention to your representative 
at the University of Chicago. 

How about the pictures veu promised to sena me - the 
onea that you took on your last trip to Israel? 

Hope that the Ed Murrow Drogram will turn out to be a 
good puolic relations outlet for Jimay, you and the Teamsters. 


Best persoral regards. 


Cordially, 


GJBsms 
oeiu: #153 


Gregory J. Bardacke 
Executive Director 
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fver since the first Zionists dreamt their dream of establishing a n««r Israel 
whieh would be baaed on aoeial Justice and the dignity of the individual, they 
found staunch support froa the Anerican and Canadian Trade Union Movements. 

Such supporters as Samuel Compere, William Green and Philip Murray have now 
been Joined by nearly every inportant trsde union leader, George Meary, Welter 
Reuther, David Dubinalqr, Jacob Potofsky, Al Hsyes, Claude Jodoln, Donald McDonald, 
George Mirrison, Joe Bierne, Pet Gonaan, Rd Miller, Dave McDonald and a boat of 
others ere known and respected the length and breadth of Israel. Patiently and 
eteadfaatly our unions have supported the Middle Seat 1 a only democracy. When 
aen of little faith end distorted vision turned their beck on the Land of the 
■lble, North Aaerican unionists renalned true to theaselvea by reaaining true 
to Israel. 

This *m.s done sonatinas even in opposition to the policy of the United States 
State Department. If our government took the advice of the Anerican unions, 
tne situation in the Middle Inst would not have remained a threat to world peace. 
Our govemasnt has now seen the folly of appeasing the Middle East dictators at 
the expense of tried end true democratic friends. Once again the American unions 
have been proven right. Let ua hope that it isn't too late. 

Ws shall continue to support Israel through our aister trade union - the Hista- 
drut. Thia pioneering, aiilitent end imaginative organisation has livad up to 
the hlrheat expectations cf its brothers in the North Anerican unions. 

financial Support 

T'e Anerican Trade Union Council raised the eun of $754,141.62 during the fieoel 
year of 1957 - 53. A detailed report of income and expenses ia included. We would 
nevertheless like to neks sons conn ants about eons specific fund raising activi¬ 
ties. 


International La dles G arment Workers Union 

•resident David Dubineky of the International Ladies Garment Workers Union this 
year end# e payment of $155,362.50 toward the ILGWU Hospital in Beeraheba. In 
addition, $11,5?A.80 was received from friends of the IIGeU. This amount was 
also credited to ths ILGWU Hospital. All in all, we have already received a 
total of $606,£37.30 on the million dollar pledge. We would like to give spe¬ 
cial mention thie year to the ILGWU locale from Philadelphia, Boston and Los- 
Anreles who fulfillsd thslr quotas. 

Trie Cloak Joint Board, under the leadership of Isadora Negler; Local 35, under 
the leadership of Morris Kevlar; and the General Office of the ILGWU have under¬ 
taken the teak of raising $75,000 toward the building of a Cultural Center in 
Nabors in the name of our beloved pea chairman, Joseph Breelaw. Brother Negler 
lali the cornerstone of thia center during hie trip to Israel thia past summer, 
fifty thousand toilers has already been turned over to ue for this project. 

In addition to ell other activities of Local 10 in behalf of Histadrut, Moe 
fallkamn's fighting local rave ua $10,000 on e $40,000 pledge for the building 
of e Parachutists' Rest Home in H^gsn Israel. Local 10's members contributed 
another $15,000 through the honor roll caaneign. 


The Northeast Department of the ILGWU, under the able leadership of David 
Gingold, centinues its lively campaign in behalf of the Glngoll Clinic in 
Kiryst Shmone. 
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to 65' • large Maker ship, mss aeetinga, department gatherings, films, exhibitions 
and honor rou collections are but some of the methods used. In addition, Brother 
Brown (a former kibbutsnik) has faithfully attended our meetings and haa contrib¬ 
uted graatly to the overall success of our work. It was nut surprising that Dis¬ 
trict 65 contributed the first $4,000 towards a project adopted by the RW09U (more 
about this project later). 

Local 33^, Wholesale Grocers, has continued its outstanding support of our cause 
under the able laaderahip of Julius Sua. 

William Greer. Fo undati on 

We are delighted with the $50,000 contributed by the Willlan Qreen Memorial Founda¬ 
tion of the AFlr-CIO to help build the William Green Cultural Center in Haifa. AFL- 
CIO Vice-Presidents George M. Harrison and Jacob 3. Potofsky dedicated this Cultural 
Center this summer. It has now joined the Philip Murray Cultural Center in Elath as 
one of the aost impressive living memorials in Israel - a real indication of the 
elose understanding between Hlatadrut. and the AFL-CIO. 

International Association of Machinists 

The IAM, through LIFT (Labor's Israel Fund for Training), ran two highly successful 
dinners to raise aoney for a tool plant, and vocational training institute in Bin 
Ifcrod. A dinner whs run by Roy Brown, IAM Vice-President, in Los Angeles and an¬ 
other was held in ChleRto by Roy Slemiller, IAM Vice-President. Over $40,000 has 
been ralaed to date. 

United Shoe Workers 

Maahera of the United Shoe Workers, Locals 54> 65 snd 129 and of Joint Council 13 
have contributed to purchase an X-Ray Machine for Kupat Holla. Leo Senders, Meyer 
Meieela and Plleno DeNovellis were responsible for this gift. 

Other Activitie s 

Other activities of the American Trade Union Council which raised money and were 
alao of unusual political significance aret 

Hu manitarian Aasrl Presentation to Vfelter P. Reuther. Over 1,000 guests attended. 
Arthur J. Goldbers waa Chairman of this affair. Among the speakers were Ambassador 
Abba S. Eban and AFL-CK) Secretary-Treetiur-r William F. Schnitiler. Walter Reuther 
wma the seventh recipient of this coveted award. Previous recipients were: 

George Meany, President AFIr-CIO 
Governor Averell Marrlman 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 

U. S. Supreme Court Jtiige William 0. Douglas 
The late Vice-President Alben W. Barkley 
President Harry Truman 

pinner in Honor of Dr, Isaior Lubin, Inl uatrlal Commissi oner of New York State . 

Thia dinner was tendered by the Civil Service Employees Comlttee for Hlatadrut 
under the present Chairmen, Hew York City Labor Commissioner Hnrold Felix. Deputy 
Mayor Stanlgp H. Lowell chaired the dimer. Among the speakers were: Mayor Robert 
F. Ifcgner; Israeli Consul General Simcha Pratt; and the Honorable Thomss Finletter. 

DI mst in Hon or o f Connect len t Sta te AFL -CID President Mitchell Svlrldoff . Among 
the speakers were: R«w Oven's Mayor Richard Lee; Chester Bowles; and Victor 
Reuther. 
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of oar rational offlcaa hare developed thair trade union programs very highly. 
Ca^aigne among trade unions outaida of New fork are now an integral part of our 
work, aa our financial a tat ament will testify. feny casgmigns hare been started at 
a aational laral toy aacarlng the approval of an international union. Than our re¬ 
gional affieee hare bean asked to eooparata and help. This year the Abe Peinglass 
dinner ia Chicago wae each a fenetioa. The campaign of the Farriers in Toronto dur¬ 
ing the aomiiv' yaar will ba aimilar and thare are nary others. Cooperation of the 
regional directore with tha national office and with one another haa bean moat 
gratifying mad we hope to aatead thia program. 

Oar thanks go to tha following trade anion Isadora ia tha rarioua localities! 

In St. Ionia Joa Applebaua, District Director of the Oil, Chemical and Atonic Wor¬ 
ker a Obion) John Rollings, Missouri Later Cornell; Harold Gibbona, Executive 
Tiee-Freeidant of the Taeaaters) larry Conners of tha feehlnieta; Nick Blaaaie 
of the feat Cotters and Prad Siena of tha ILG were active in eveTy aspect of our 

work. 

Jerri a Matyas and fclph King of tha ILGhU were aided by Tory Bellerinl of the 
fechlnieta; Ser Kripa of the Aealpmsmtad; John Silber of the Upholsterers; end 
Attorney Jay Darwin in thair efforts to extervi our activities in 3an Francisco 
trade aaioae. 

Oar old etandtqrs in Philadelphia - Harry Dordlek, William Ross and fex Segal of the 
XLQ; Ian Cohen, Millinery Workers; Louis Sobel, Carpenters; Charles Weinstein, ACWA; 
Id Rovner and Id OaTla of tha Hotel % Restaurant Workers; Roman Bluuberg, Central 
Tr«1e« and Labor Council end Harry Hock of the ITJK continue their wary actire roles. 

Leaders ef tha Mont.real trade union efforts era Bernard Shane, Maurice Manel and 
Lleheraan of the ZLG; Albert Katon of the ILCMJ; Maurice Sitcoff of the Mil¬ 
linery Workers; Hyaan Rieff, Maurice Rabinowita, Joseph Shuster and David Cohen 
of the Aaalgaeated Clothing Workers; I. Lav, M. Putterahnit of the Furriers and 
Abo Pepiemlck of the Bakers are very actire. 

The Torn-ito Cenpalgn was lad by Sol Spivsk, Dare Stein and G. Celsius of the ACWA; 
San Kreiaean, A. Msgerman, H. Clalmont and Joe fecks of the ELO; Max Federaan, 
Marry Simon and Al Hershkowits of the Furriers; Henry Qroasnan of the Bakers; and 
N. Irotann of the Millinary Workers. 

In Cleveland Nicholas Kirtsaan, Meyer Berknan, Barns lino Gardiner, William Kaufnen 
and Bdaard liter of the ZLGWU were aided by Met DeMore of the Mschinlata. 

Oar expanding Loo Angelea oaapaign was lad by Jerome Posner of the Amalgaaated and 
Otto of tha X1G. The Machinists, under the able leadership of Roy Brown, 
played a vary significant role. Blackie Lunceford of the AFI, John Despol of the 
CIO and David Weleaaan of the Aaerlcan fbkery and Confectionery Workers contributed 

greatly. 

In Mineoeota Nall Sharbuma and Robart Olaen of the Minnesota A FI-CIO and Sander 
Senla of the ACWA provided good support. 

Mltohell Sviridoff, Joseph Rourke and John Driocoll of the Connecticut State labor 
Council lad oar Connectlcet Ca^eign. 

Oar aawaet trade union oaarmlgn, Miami, le led by William J. Owens of ths Central 
labor Uhion; fex Waxier of the IUVUt Tincent O'Reilly of the ferine frtglneers; 

Ruth SmiMant, Morris Drorkln and David Hsrwnn of the Hotel A Restaurant Employees; 
▼iolat Cole of the Office Workers; Charles Towle of the Typographical Union; Dnvid 
Frechette and Irneet Bailie of the Teaaeters; George Pfaffendorf of the Hebrew 
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Touth club* designed to train youngsters in various technical akilla in thoir fraa 
tine will bo built by tha International Leather Gooda, Plaatiea and Novelty Workers 
Onion and by the New York Civil Service Baployeea' Coenittee for Histadrut. Norman 
Zukowricy, Co-Chairman of the American Trade Union Council, ia Preaident of the 
Leather Gooda Union, and Judge Loula I. Kaplan, Comalsaioner of Investigation, is 
Chairman of the Civil Service Baployeea Cosnittee. 

The Chicago trade uniona are qsark Lng a drive for a Youth Center in Nazareth. To 
accoaipllah thia, a testimonial dimer for Morris Bialia, Dean of Chicago trade 
unionists, is planned for May. 

Work will continue thia year on the Channa Spitter Cultural Project, the Pocketbook 
Workers Cultural Center in Hadera; the luggage Workers' Clinic in Bet Shenesh; and 
the Sports Center in Petak Tikva, to be built by the Miani trade unions. In addi¬ 
tion, plana are being formulated for a project for the Pittaburgh unions. 

A dinner will be held in Detroit on Decenber 10th in honor of Michigan's retiring 
API Preaident Andrew S. McParlane. Mongy collected at thia dinner will be contri¬ 
buted to our caapaign. 

The following liet of American political and trade union leaders who participated 
in our work in the past year ia a aeasure of the wide support which we have been 
able to evokes 


Preaident Joseph Bel me 
Governor Edmund G. Brown 
President James B. Carey 
Senator Paul H. Douglas 
President David Dubinsky 
Ambassador Abba Eban 
Arthur J. Goldberg 
President Max Greenberg 
Governor Averell Harriaan 
Preaident George M. Harrison 
Preaident A1 S. Hayes 
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 


Governor Goodwin Knight 
Mayor Richard Lee 
President Thoiaas J. Lloyd 
Senator Patrick McNamara 
President George Meany 
Senator Uayne Morse 
Judge Stanley Mosk 
President Jacob S. Potofsky 
President Walter P. Reuther 
President Baieritus Emil Rleve 
Secretary-Treasurer Williaai F. 
Schnltaler 

Muyor Robert F. Wagner 


Conventions 

Histadrut was well represented at the Second Annual AFL-CIO Convention in Atlantic 
City. Reuven Barkatt, Director of Histadrut's International Affairs Department, 
attended all the aeaaiona of thia historic meeting. He held personal conferences 
with top AFL-CIO leaders. 

A special luncheon was given Brother Ekrkatt by President David Dubinsky and Presi¬ 
dent Jacob S. Potofsky. George Meany and Walter Reuther addressed the luncheon and 
Arthur Goldberg mbs the toastmaster. 

Other Histadrut representatives at the AFL-CIO Convention were Ephraim Evron, Zeev 
Haring, Joseph Schloseberg and Qregory J. Bardacke. Nathan Bar-Yaacov, labor At¬ 
tache of the Israeli Embassy in Washington, was also present. Of course, leaders 
of the American Trade Union Council were present as delegates from their own unions. 



A very pleasant reunion was held between Brother Barkatt and the AFL-CIO delegates 
who had visited Israel over the past few years. Joseph Glaser helped liven up the 
reunion with his guitar and songe. 
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covrN, Sri Goldeaaaer, Kupat Holla'* Amerlc*n Representative. We have also been 
helped fay Foreign Minister Gold* Mair, Ambassador Abb* Khan, Minister Plenipoten¬ 
tiary Taacov Hereof, Conaul General Slmchs Pratt aa well aa the present Israeli 
Okdtad Mat lone delegatee - especially Iaraal Gallll and David Haoohen. 

All Israeli Consulatea throughout th* United States and Canada have been exceed¬ 
ingly helpful and oooperetlv*. Th* close cooperation between the above persons 
and th* Aaierioan Trad* Union Council has not only been of tremendous a eel stance 
to ue, but has also indicated the importance attached to our work by Israel. 

In !■»*! 

A few words of the idea to our Iaaac Hamlin for the way he lookad out for our 
Interests in I areel. For ovar thirty-five yeara he has given ua leadership. He 
continues to b* an Indispensable part of our whole operation. 

Wa must recognise th* splendid leadership and cooperation we have received from 
Mietadrut'a lamer* 1 Secretary Plnhaa Levon, Rauven Bsrkatt and Sera Hayut. 


The Rational Coamdttee for Labor Israel la celebrating lta thirty-fifth anniver¬ 
sary. During this tine th* American Trade Union Council haa carried out many 
important fmnetiona in a moat effective manner. Laadera of the American Trad* 

Union Council have rightfully taken a great deal of pride in their work and accom¬ 
plishments. Our ea^mlgn for Labor Iaraal is not considered separate year-by-year 
campaigns but a continuing activity. On* cannot aayi "Freedom has been won ao we 
aan all go to aleep for our Job is done." The forces of avll are always at work. 
Freedom must always be guard ad. We pladg* to carry on not only for this coming 
year bat until all humanity la at paaea - until hunger, disease, illiteracy and 
dictators are driven from this world. For until such a ties, forces of freedom 
muat altmya be on guard - must alwaya help each other. 

The staff of the American Trad* Union Council would like to give recognition to 
the officers of th* National Coamdttee fbr Labor Israel for their support and 
guidance. National Chairman Joseph Schlossberg, National Secretary Dov Biegun, 
Rational Ca^ialgn Chairman Jacob Welnateln, and Assistant National Secretary 
Iaraal Stolarsty' hav* encouraged and advised us. They have helped ua over many 
a rough spot. Ov intimate contact with Dov Biegun and Iarael Stolaraky haa made 
our work aora effective. A special word of thanka to the Office Committee of the 
Rational Coamlttee for Labor Israel for showing ao much understanding and appre¬ 
ciation of our problems. 

far Chairman, Mo* Falikman, believes in leading by example. We have to be on our 
toes constantly to keep up with him. Both Brother Falikman and his ataff are 
grateful to hla fallow offlesret I. H. Goldberg, Chairman of our Administrative 
Committee; David Gingold, Chairman of our Executive Committee; Philip Lubliner, 
our Treasurer; our Financial Secretary Frank Brown; our Co-Chairmen Joseph Gold, 
David Slagal and Norman Zukowsky; our Aaaoclat* Treasurer, Nathaniel M. Mlnkoff; 
our Associate Financial Secretary Murrey M. lolker; and our Recordii^ Secretary 
Mm Goodamn. We would also like to express our thanka to the many trade union 
laadera throughout the Uhl ted States and Canada who have worked with ua and ad¬ 
vised ua on naqv important matters. We especially would like to mention President 
Claude Jbdoln, Donald MacDonald, Arthur J. Goldberg, Charles S. Ziruaeraan and 
biman Kaplan sky. 
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Mr. harold Gibbons, Vico-*resident 

international Brotnerhood of Teamsteg* FiLE 

lb *-oui a inn* Avenue, M. 

■ashington, 0. C. 

Deer Haroldi 

■bat do l have to do in order to see you — go to Israel? Just 
because you are involved in running trie largest onion in tne 
world end in beating back one of the ao.-t concerted drives any- 
me has hed to face, ar*i Juat because your work takes you to 
the four comers of this country is no uxcuse for not having a 
drink with as when you eoao to New York. If you think that you 
nan take ae for granted, you are absolutely correct. 

1 aa enclosing sons photographs which were taken at the Teamsters' 
Cnildrens -tome in Kin rtakeren. 1 thought that you aight enjoy 
having tnaa. The people in the pictures along with you are <tli£a 
Director of vdshan. I remember you saying that she 
was one of the aost saintly women that you ever met. i most cer¬ 
tainly agree wxtn you. Her address is Hishan, c/o Histadrut House, 
93 Arlosoroff Street, Tel Aviv, other persons in the pictures are 
£ev . elner, Co-Director of Mishar.; also our guide ana chauffeur 
Cepteln Hair Nir, 13 Vitkin Street, Tel Aviv. You will note tnat 
Alisa Shidloweky end fc ev aelner autographed their photograph for 
you. Iou will i- cognise our Captain in the other pictures. 

1 recall that you took :aany pictures while you were in Isrsei and 
since I was with you when you bought the fila I know that tne camera 
wen loaded. If the piotures came out all right 1 woulu appreciate 
receiving e set. You may i-snt to send ooae on to your friers! s in 
Isrsei or if you are too busy, send tnem to ae and I will be nappy 
to do it for you. The lad who tooK the pictures that are enclosed 
was Mosha axenfeld, gkron 8, Tel Aviv. 

My beet to you naroio | uow ana always. 

Cordially, 


GJd/fg 
enc. - 4 
oeiut 153 


Gregory J. dai^iacke 
amecutlvw Diro^tor 
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October 21, 1958 
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Dear Friend and Brother: 

Your union is cordially invited to send five 
delegatee to the Annual Conference of the American Trade 
Union Council for Labor Israel. The Conference will con¬ 
vene at 9:30 A.M. Saturday . November 29. 1958. in the 
Bast Ballroom of the Commodore Hotel. We shall plan our 
activities for the coming year and hear reports from promi¬ 
nent American labor leaders and Israelis on developments in 
Israel. 

Please select your delegates as soon as possible 
and send us their names and addresses on the enclosed card. 
Thess delegates will also represent your union at the 
National Convention of the National Committee for Labor 
Israel from Thursday evening, November 27th, through Sunday, 
November 30th. An invitation to thia convention is enclosed. 

We also urge you to make your reservations for the 
convention luncheon on Saturday and for the breakfast on Sun¬ 
day. The Sunday breakfast will honor the Vatikim - the found¬ 
ers of the Hi.stadrut movement in this country. The cost of 
the luncheon is $5.00 and of the breakfast is $ 2 . 50 . 

We hope that this conference will formulate a sound 
and effective program for the coming year. We are sure that 
your union will play an active and important role. 

Fraternally yours, 

GJBims Gregory J. B&rdacke 

oeiu: #153 Executive Director 

Enel. 
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IO ALL JEWISH AND LABOR ORGANIZATIONS 
IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 

Dfir Friends: 

It ii with great pleasure that we invite you to attend the 

35th Cbmiml Qonvsmiion 

of the 

Qaao&I dii&tadhui Qcunpaiqn 

m htrh mil he held 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27, to SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1958 
at tho Commodore Hotel, 42nd St., at Lexington Ave., New York City 


Thousands of friends of Labor lsratl will eome from all parts of the rnntinent 
to participate in this great gathering marking the 35th year of solidarity and fraternal aid 
to the heroic pioneers il fsrael. Through the Histadrut Campaign, we have tuohilized the 
sympathy and material support of millions of Americans. The Histadrut Campaign has 
played a key role in the development of a healthv, dignified people living in the free demo- 
rraey of reborn fsrael. 

The 35th annual Convention will be a sununation of the tremendous achieve¬ 
ments of the past three and a half deeades; it will be a preview of the challenges still 
facing us as partners of Histadrut. For on the solid foundations built hy the Haluteim 
of yesterday, the entire structure of a fully redeemed Israel must rise. Countless Jews 
must still be ahsorhed: new facilities must he created to serve their needs — medical, vo¬ 
cational. cultural, social, and economic. 

We call upon you to participate in this historic conclave, to demonstrate your 
unflagging support to Histadrut in this crucial era. 

Please select youi five (5) delegates at once and send us their names and 
addresses on the enclosed card 

Anticipating your prompt reply and wholehearted cooperation, we remain. 

With Histadrut greetings. 

Joseph Scm.ossa m<: Da. Dot Bnccuiv 

Nettimml Ch eir me* Satumal Sr crtler y 









AMERICAN TRADE UNION COUNCIL 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOB LABOR ISRAEL 

33 EAST 67th STREET 


NEW YORK 2!, N. Y. 



35th National Convention 
National Canaiittao for Labor Iaraal 
33 laat 6/th Straat 
Nav York 21, N.Y. 

Gantlamn: 

Flaaaa raaarva __ placaa for na at tha Taatinonlal 

Iraakfaat in honcr of tha Vatarana of tha Hlatadrut 
Campaign on Sunday, Novaobar 30, 1958 at tha Coaaiodora 
Hotal. 

Kncloaad plaaaa find chack for 5 (92.50 par covar). 

Naaw _________ 

Addraaa ^ 

City _Zona_Stota _ 

Plaaaa awka ihacka payabia to: ISRAEL HISTAMtrr CAMPAIGN 





August II, 1958 


Mr. Gregory Bardacha 
c/a Hiatadrut 
Arlosarott St. 

Tal Aviv, lavaai 

Dear Grag 

Tha attachad la aa iataraatiag advartiaamant which 
I am aura aoma oaa la Hiatadrut might waat 

ta aaa. 


Sinesraty youra. 


H. J. Gibbons 


HJO/yk 

Cac. 
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of the NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR LABOR ISRAEL 


33 East 67 Straat * New York 21. N. Y. • REgent 4-6010 
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Mr. James R. Hoffa, President 
Int'l. Brotherhood of Teaaxsters 
25 Louisiana Avenue, M. W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Jlrstie: 

Fyicloaed is an interesting and shocking 
docjnent. The Arab beyeott of Aaeriean firms di¬ 
rectly affects tha Jobs of American workers. Die- 
erifldnet Ion against shipping effect* the livelihood 
and safety of American sear.en. 

I an sure that you will be most anxious 
to raad this pamphlet. 

Beat par*onal regards. 

Cordially, 


Gregory )J. Bardaeka 
ExectJtive Director 


GJB;fg 
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GEORGE MEANY 

HISTADRUT HUMANITARIAN COMMITTEE 


FORMER RECIPIENTS OF HISTADRUT HUMANITARIAN AWARD 

MOM aUIN W. UUKlfY - It90 MON WILLIAM O DOUOLAS - 

MON HAMY 1 HUMAN - >tjl ElEANOft tOOSEVELT - 

HON AV(MU HAtilMAN - 
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CLAUD* JOOOIM 
MOM MSDDDST M LlMMAM 
JACOS ■ POTOENY 
WALTN P, RlUTMU 

XHCRM DC WtOtflRi 
WILLIAM 9 KNNIT1LKI 

RONRT 9. WA4NM 


SSORDS tACIM 

OAV1 MCI 
JODDPM A MIMH 

A. J. MMMNAMT 
WILLJAM C ■ 

MAT aooiaoiM 
JACDIB ■ 

JO MM P. DUSKS 
JANM A. CAHRMLl 
JAMS* D CARRY 


MODI ADO COURNIJN 
TMOM AD t- DUMWOOV 


RAUL MALI. 

DRODOR M. MADDIDO M 
A. 9 

RALRM MDLDTSIM 
I. JIM! 


WILLIAM P DIMMIOV 
WILLIAM R. «KMY 
O A. 

J. M. LYOMR 

L- RRtPSTRl 
LDD W. MlMTOM 
▼ MOMAR A. MURRAY 
JAMM C. PSTSlLL© 
PAUL L 
HORRID PIJCR 
A. PMIUP RANDOLPH 
M IP DODD 
iRCR DODCN 
MARRY O- DAVDC 
DAM M DCOTT 
W. D f TRi NRCRR 
RWRlD I Rl RTIPMlNR 
WILLARD D. rODNRCNO 

amymony valsmyc 

ODD(F WAUNDRT 
DICMARD 9 . DALRN 
AJMROCO D. RAM ODD 
MAI CADI TODY 
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Fsbruary 7, 1957 


Ur. Davs Baok, Presidant 
International Brotherhood of Taamatara 
25 Louisiana Avenue, N.W« AD 

Washington 1, D. C. ——■ 

Dear Preaidant Bocki y 

A* you know, George Ueary, President of the American 
Federation of Labor - Congress of Industrial Organi- 
zationa, will reoeive the Histadrut Humanitarian Award 
on Wednesday, February 27, 1957 at the Waldorf Astoria 
Hotel, New York City. 

This Award is given to president Meary in grateful 
appreciation of hia outstanding efforts in fostering 
sympathetic understanding between the people of the 
United States and the people of the State of Israel. 

The response to this dinner has been most heartening. 

I am sure that when you became a Vice Chairman that 
it was your intention to have your organization repre¬ 
sented even though you asy not personally be able to 
attend. However, I have not yet received your reserva¬ 
tion csrd and therefore I am enclosing another one for 
your convenience. 

Fraternally youra, 

/j—^J 

■ " > ”X' 

Louis Stulberg 
Associate Treasurer 

enol. 
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iDODD MADLDD 


Ammamoimwntd Comm 

IDIOORC A. AODCC 
LUIGI ANTONINI 
CHARLKD DAKCR 
MAX 8CRKOWITZ 
HARDY BLOCK 
HARDY DOYDD 
MARTIN L. COHCN 
TIMOTNY COLLINS 
FDSD COONLCY 
JODCPH DUDOW 
NATHAN CHDLICH 
MOC FAUKMAN 
ADC 

CHADLCD OARRAMAN 
MARTIN OCRRCR 
DAVID OINOOLD 
I H OOLODCRD 
LOU ID QOLDDPINNCR 
HARRY ORCCNDDRO 
ALVIN C HCAPf 
JULIUD HOCNMAN 
IDRACL HOROWITZ 
ICNJAMIN KARLAN 
ADRAHAN KATZ 
CHARLCD KCRRlOAN 
MAX KRALDTCIN 
PAUL KRCDD 
CHARLCD KRKINOLCR 
OAVIO LIVINDDTON 
LUDLINCR 
ALPRCO MAMUTI 
OAVIO MARMOLSTCJN 
JODCPH A. MCDONOUGH 
ADRANAM MCNOCLOWITZ 
NATHANICL M. MINKOFF 
HOWARD MOLIRANI 
MARTIN RARRACK 
DCRT RCINITZ 
LOUIS RCISS 
MOC ROSCM 
FRANK ROHCNRLUM 
JORCPN M. ROURKC 
GCOROC RUDIN 
HARRY RURINOTCIN 
JOHN O DCARPCLLl 
MATTHCW ICHOCNWALD 
RCRNARO DC HUD 
DAVID Df COAL 
LOUIS SIMON 
AORAHAM DNYDCR 
NATHANICL SPCCTOR 
JACK SPITZCR 
DAVID SULLIVAN 
M ITCHCLL DVIRI DOFF 
JACOD TOWNSCNO 
JOSCRH TUVIM 
CHARLCD Zl MM CRM AN 


Dfpmsorw 

OANMY ARNOLD 
HARRY AVRUTIN 
SAM SCROCR 
HYMAN SLUMDCRG 
MCYCR L. DROWN 
JACK COHCN 
JODCPH OCCKCR 
MARTIN FCLOMAN 
MAX GAFT 
MAX OOLOMAN 
MAX OOOOMAN 
MATTHCW OUI MAN 
DAMUCL HCRBHKOWITZ 
CDWARD HOFFMAN 
MORRIS IURHCWITZ 
JODSPM KCDDLCR 
HARRY O. KRICGCL 

■ CNJAMIN modcr 
HYMAN NCMDCR 
DAN I CL NIDNAVITZ 
LCO PCRLIS 

M. MICHACL POTOKCR 

■ CNJAMIN O. SCHWARTZ 
HCNRY SCHWARTZ 
LOUIS SCOAL 

JULIUS SUM 
CNAYA •URCHIN 
WILLIAM WOLPCRT 


33 EAST 67* STREET, NEW YORK 21, N. Y. f REgsnt 4-6010 
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YOU AW CORDIALLY INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 




resentatm 


OP THE 

HISTADRUT HUMANITARIAN AWARD 

TO 

George Mewy 

Aatnun Fuknuxi of Labor — Cun|R« of iadurru] Organization* 


DINNER 

Wednesday Evening, February 27, 1957 

6:JO PM 


Balliuxjm 

WALDORF ASTORIA HOTEL 
Park Avenue at 50th Street, New York City 


bv 

ISRAEL HISTADRUT 


Cuncnbution: $50.00 per cover 


Infonaai 


R.8 V P. 



THE HISTADRUT HUMANITARIAN AWARD 

HIS AWARD t»« been presented since 1950 to 
' leaders in American public lite who, in the esti 
mate of the Award Committee, have made “out 
standing efforts in fostering sympathetic under 
standing between the people of the United States 
and the State of Israel, and who have demui^trated 
warm encouragement of the cause of Histadrut 

RECIPIENTS OF HUMANITARIAN AWARD: 

1950 Albzn W. Barxley, Vice fresuxeni of the 

United States 

1951 Harry S. Truman, President of the United States 

1952 William O. Douglas, Associate Justice. United 

States Supreme Court 

1953 Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 

1955 Averell Harriman, Governor. State of 
New Yorl^ 


GEORGE MEANY 


In selecting President George Meany of the AFL-CIO as re¬ 
cipient of the 1956 Histadrut Humanitarian Award, the Naounal 
Committee for Labor Israd expresses its tong felt appreciation of 
the great services that Mr. Meany has rendered to the American 
people and its organized labor movement, to the cause of free labor 
throughout the world, and to the State of Israd, which has received 
his constant support and encouragement during the difficult years 
of its existence. AN ve all, Mr. Meany has been a dose and under 
standing friend of Histadrut, the free trade union movement which 
plays such a vital role in the building of a true democratic society 
in Israel which shall serve as a living example to the entire Middle 
East and to the nations of the earth 

Mr. Meany has won for himself the highest regard of all seg 
ments of the American public. Not only in the ranks of the 
15,000,000 AFL-CIO members whom he leads, but in government 
and in industrial circles he has gamed a reputation for honesty of 
belief, sincerity of conviction and fearlessness m championing the 
cause of justice and human freedom. 

It is with extreme pleasure that the National Committee for 
Labor Israel has chosen to present this year's Award to George Meany. 

Proceeds of the Testimonial Dinner will go toward furthering 
the social welfare, vocational training, health and rehabilitation pn>- 
gram conducted by Histadrut on behalf of the workmg population 
and new immigrants in Israel. 







GEORGE MEANY 

by 

H1STADRUT HUMANITARIAN COMMITTEE 
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Cnaiimm 
CLAUDI JO DO IN 
MO H NUVUT M UNMAN 

Jacob •. potofbbv 
WAi.rU P. MUTNU 
JOBKfM ICHLOIIIIBB 

F tCHMlTKLUl 
BOOKBT W. WAINII 

Vl«S CHAllHlM 
DACIU 

nabby oatu 
DAVE DDCB 
JOBBBH A. BIIIMI 
A J. BBBMHABOT 
DD OOV ailOUN 
WILLIAM C. IIITNBlBNT 
NAT BOBII8 IM 
JACIII BBIBNT 
JOHN IBOWNLII 
JOHN P. BUBIII 
JAM ED A. CAMPBELL 
JAMES I. CADET 
WILLIAM COLLINS 
JOSEPH F. COLLIE 
MABBT M COOS 
NOW ADD COUSNUN 
JAMES • CSOSS 
JOSEPH CUSSAM 
WILLIAM C OOHESTT 
JAMES J. DOYLE 
THOMAS C. DUNWODT 
BASL F 

william sillen 
MAE SBEENSBSS 
PAUL MALL 
SBOaSB M HASBISON 
A. F MASTUNS 
AL J. HATES 
SAL PH NELETElN 
OAL S MOFFMAM 
M A. MUTCH ESON 
EASL W. JIMEBBON 
JOSEPH BA PLOW 
JODEPN D KEENAN 
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WILLIAM D. KENT 
O A. KHIDNT 
J M LYOND 
DAVID MCDONALD 
WILLIAM L McFETSlSSE 
WAI.TSP B MASKS 
LLOYD A MAEHSUSN 
ANT HON T E MATE 
CASL J MBSEL 
LEE W. MIMTOM 
THOM AE A. MUBBAV 
JAMBS C PBTSILLO 
PAUL L- PHILLIPS 
WAI.TES PIDSEOM 
MODE IB PIEES 
WILLIAM POLL ACE 
A. PHILIP PANDOLPH 
EMIL SIEVE 
ALEX POSE 
JACK BOSBN 
M ABB Y D BATSB 
SAM N SCOTT 
BOWASO A SMITH 
ALSBBY j. BPS ADLIMS 
W S. STBINSBSO 
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FORMER RECIPIENTS OF HISTADRUT HUMANITARIAN AWARD 

MON. AlUM W. EAlELfY - If JO NON. WIUIAM O. DOUOLAJ - 

MON NAtev t HUMAN - Iffll (HANOI ROOSIVflT - 

MON AVfMU MAMIMAN - If S3 

January 16, 1957 


Dear Friendj 

We have not as yet received from you your 
reservation card for the George Meany Humanitarian 
Award Dinner. We feel sure that this is Just an 
oversight on your part. Certainly you will wish to 
honor the distinguished President of the American 
PederaMon of Labor - Congress of Industrial Organ¬ 
izations. 

We would appreciate receiving your order for 
tickets as soon as possible so that we can include 
the name of your organization and your guests on the 
program which will be presented to President Meany. 

The printer must have adequate time and you are 
therefore urged to give this matter your immediate 
attention. 

For your convenience a reservation card and return 
envelope is enclosed. 


AllllAHIKMtNTfl COM* 

ISIDORE A AGREE 
LUIOJ ANTONINI 
CHARLES BAKER 
JOSEPH BELBKY 
MAX BERKOWtTZ 
HARRV SLOCK 
HARRY BOYER 
MARTIN L. COHEN 
TIMOTHY COLLINS 
FRED COONLEY 
JOSEPH DUBOW 
NATHAN EHRLICH 
MOE FALIKNAN 
ABE FEINOLABS 
CHARLES QARRAHAN 
MARTIN OERSER 
DAVID GINGOLD 
I M QOLOBERQ 
LOUIS GOLDSPI NNER 
HARRY GREENBERG 
ALVIN C. HEAPS 
JULIUB HOCHMAN 
ISRAEL HOROWITZ 
BENJAMIN KAPLAN 
ABRAHAM KATZ 
CHARLES KERRIGAN 
MAX KRALBTEIN 
PAUL KREBS 
CHARLES KREINDLER 
DAVID LIVINGSTON 
PHILIP LUBLINER 
ALFRED MANUTI 
LOUIS P. MARCIANTE 
DAVID MARMOLBTEIN 
JOSEPH A. MCDONOUGH 
ABRAHAM NENDELOWITZ 
NATHANIEL M NINKOFF 
HOWARD MOLIBANI 
MARTIN RARBACK 
BERT REIN ITZ 
LOU IB REIBB 
MOE ROBEN 
FRANK ROSEHBLUM 
JOSEPH M ROURKE 
GEORGE RUBIN 
HARRY RUBINBTEIN 
JOHN B. BCARPELLI 
MATTHEW BCHOENWALD 
BERNARD BCHUB 
DAVID SI EG AL 
LOU IB BIMON 
ABRAHAM BNVDER 
NATHANIEL BPECTOR 
JACK BPITZER 
DAVID BULLIVAN 
MITCHELL BVIRIDOFF 
JACOB TOWNBEND 
JOBEPH TUVIM 
CHARLES ZIMMERMAN 


Sincerely yours, 


mt • Lji 


Louis 3tulber, 


^ Uin/Jks t 
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Harry Uviiler 
Co-Treasurers 

Histadrut Humanitarian Award Conmittee 
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BPONSOMS 

SHELLY APPLETON 
DANNY ARNOLD 
HARRY AVRUTIN 
EVA BERG 
BAM BERGER 
HYMAN BLUMBERG 
MEYER L. BROWN 
JACK COHEN 
PINCHAB CRUBOE 
JOBEPH DECKER 
MARTIN FELDMAN 
MAX GAFT 
MAX GOLDMAN 
MAX GOODMAN 
MATTHEW GUINAN 
SAMUEL HERBHKOW ITZ 
EDWARD HOFFMAN 
MORRIS IUSHEWITZ 
JOBEPH KEBBLER 
JOBEPH KONOWE 
HARRY O. KRIEGEL 
BENJAMIN MOSER 
HYMAN MEMBER 
DANIEL NISNAVITZ 
LEO PERLIB 
M MICHAEL POTOKER 
BENJAMIN D. SCHWAPTZ 
HENRY SCHWARTZ 
LOUIS SEGAL 
JULIUB BUM 
CHAYA BURCHIN 
MILTON WEINRAUCH 
WILLIAM WOLPERT 


MASSY J. SUSBMBTStM 


33 EAST 67* STREET. NEW YORK 21. N. Y.. REgmt 4-6010 
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INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

From the UTTue of JOHN F. ENGLISH 

DaU January 25, 1957 
Office of the General President 
Subject Histadrut 

Attached you will find a letter from Mr. Gregory J. Bardacke, 
Executive Director, American Trade Union Council of the 
National Committee For Labor Israel (Histadrut). Mr. Bardacke 
is requesting that an invitation be given a representative of 
their organisation to address the forthcoming convention of this 
organisation. 


JFE:s 


JOHN F. ENGUSH 




Mil f« 







of Mia NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR LABOR ISRAEL 
33 Eos* *7 Sfroof • Naw York 21. N. Y. • REq.nl 4-6010 
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January 18, 1957 
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Ik-. John P. aofliah 
3acratary-Iraaaurar 

Iat'l. brotherhoad of Taaa^tara, Chauffeur., 
darauouaenen and halpara of Aaarica 
25 Louiaiana Avanua N.a. 

"aaniofton 1, O.C. 

Otar Arothar Engliahi 

Tha aituatlon in tha Kiddlo Laat ia becoming aora 
ariticol by tha aoaani. Kiatadrut (Janax.l FaUera- 
tian of Labor af Iaraal) aaintaitia full tiaa peraon- 
nal in tha Unitad ->tatea. This ia tha only union in 
tha world that tiaa a rapraaantativa in tha Unitad 
3t«tea permanently doing liaaion work with tha American 
trada uniona. 

■a baliava that a a I tart aaaaaga to your Convantion by 
our Hiatadrut rapreaanativa nay ba of intaraat to your 
delegate.. Therefore, we raapactfully raquaat an in¬ 
vitation to have cna of our rapraaantativea addxaaa 
your ooaiini: convention. 


OJBtapa 


Fraternally your a, 




- *- 


Gregory .'*rfiac4» 
Executive w irectoi 
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mr- fTna o'layn oiawi n'T*an pmnorn 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
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Mr. Qeve Beck, Preaidant 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
25 Louisiana Avenue N.W. 

Washington, 0. C. 

Dear Brother Beekt 

With the Israeli withdrawal from the Sinai Peninaula reaching its completion, and 
with the proaulgatlon of President Eisenhower's new Middle East policy, the world is 
feced with one of the Middle East's thorniest if least-known problems, the question 
of the international waterway of the Gulf of Aqaba. This waterway has long been 
aealad off by Eigrptlan guns. In piratical violation of International law and of the 
proailses of the E^rptian Government, Egyptien shore batteries have in the past blasted 
ahlpa of many nations in thia waterway, including the United States S.S. Albion, 
which waa bombarded while carrying a gift cargo of wheat for Jordan in 1952. 

Tears before Nasser's appropriation of the Suet Canal, Egypt perceived that the Gulf 
of Aqaba could serve no leaa effectively than Suet as a weapon of international black¬ 
ball, end Nasser established it as his own artillery range without even the formal 
benefit of announcing its "nationalisation” as was the case with Suet. One of the 
chief achievements of Israel'a Sinai campaign was to free this waterway from outlaw 
Egyptian control and reatore it to the world as an International waterway open to 
all navigation, regardless of local or global political considerations. Whether 
navigation in thia vital waterway, now available to the world as an alternative to 
the Suet Canal, la to continue free and untrammelled is the question which faces ths 
western world. In view of the importance of this waterway to the whole world, and 
its immense strategic and economic implications and potentialities, I am submitting 
for your information thia special background report on the Gulf of Aqaba. 

As will ba seen from the accompanying map, the Gulf of Aqaba parallels the Gulf of 
Sues, both gulfs forming arms of the Red Sea and both equally providing easy access 
from tha Red Sea to the Mediterranean. In the case of the Gulf of Suet, the land 
barrier between the two salt-water seas has been cut by a canal. In the case of 
the Oulf of Aqaba, the land barrier has not yet been cut, although various projects 
for auch a venture have been under consideration for many years. 

The Oulf of Aqaba ia 100 mllea long and varies in width from 12 to 17 miles, with a 
total coastline of 230 miles ahared by four countries - Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Israel, 
and Egypt. At the northern end of the Gulf are two ports! Aqaba in Jordan and 
Eilat in Israel. Near its southern end, where the Gulf merges into the Red Sea prop- 
ar, are two islands! Sanafir and Tlran. The only navigable channel leading from 
the Red Sea into the Oulf passes between the island of Tiran and the coast of Sinai 
and la three nautical miles wida which explains the ease with which the Egyptians 
were abla to block the entrance to the Gulf. 

Kevpti^k Puns Enforced Blockaie - A point on the Sinai Coast directly facing the 
island of Tlran ia known as Ras Nasrani. It is not marked on many maps, for it did 
not exist until a few years ago when Egypt set up six gun emplacements for the sole 
purpose of preventing ships bcund for Eilat from entering the Gulf. These guns 
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were trained on the tnree-aile straits, the sole path through which ships could move. 
But the actual lane usable by vessels is even narrower, for coral reefs and rock fill 
aost of the passage. The only channel free for shipping is 500 yards wide, about 
1,000 ysrds frost and running parallel to the shore. Guns at Ras Nasrani could thus 
blast ary vassal ualng the channel right out of the water. These were the guns that 
havs blocked shipping to the Israeli port of Eilat for the last five years. They were 
allanced on November 3» 1956 when the Israel Arny captured Ras Nasrani. For the first 
time, ships of all nations sre now free to move north and south through the Gulf, to 
and from Bilat. For the first time an alternative to Sue 2 is open. 

For centuries the entire Gulf of Aoaba formed part of the Ottoman Empire. At the end 
of the 19th century the southwestern shore - the eastern border of the Sinai Peninsula- 
was csded to Egypt, and after World War One the southeastern shore was given to Saudi- 
Arabia. The northern shore formed part of Palestine. Following the termination of the 
British Mandate over Palestine in 1948 and the emergence of the State of Israel and the 
Kingdom of Jordan, this area became part of Israel and Jordan respectively. 

Fromses Free Passase - Towards the end of 1949 Egypt erected military installa¬ 
tions on the uninhabited islands of Sanaflr and Tiran and on the Sinai Coast opposite 
the islands. In reply to an inouiry on the subject addressed to it by the U.S. Embas¬ 
sy in Cairo, the Egyptian Government stated on January 28, 1950 that it had no inten¬ 
tion of interfering in any way with peaceful shipping and that passage through the 
Straits of Tiran would, ss in the past, remain free "in conformity with international 
practice and with recognized principles of international law." 

In spite of this express assurance, the Government of Egypt blocked the passage of 
ships through the Straits of Tiran with the Ras Nasrani shore batteries. This was part 
of ths illegal blockade proclaimed in May, 1948 against Israel. This blockade was con¬ 
tinued even after armistice agreements had been signed between Israel and the Arab 
states following the unsuccessful Arab invasion of Israel in 1948, although these agree- 
aents expressly prohibited all warlike actions between the parties. In addition, Egypt 
promulgated decrees and regulations relating specifically to the Gulf of Aqaba, and in¬ 
deed enacted nx>st of thsm after the Security Council denounced the Egyptian blockade. 

By a decree issued in November, 1953> even foodstuffs were included in the list of con¬ 
traband goods bsrred from pssslng through the Straits of Tiran to Eilat. In an explan¬ 
atory aeoorsndum accompanying this decree, its underlying purpose was frankly stated: 
"Israel was showing Increasing economic activity and was establishing a merchant fleet 
to handle all its imports from South and East Africa." 

Americ an and Briti sh S nips Fired O n - Ships desiring to pass through the Straits were 
required to give 72 hours sdvance notice to the Egyptian authorities, with full parti¬ 
culars of their cargoes, passengers, destination, etc. These regulations were enforced 
with evsr-incresslng severity. A number of grave incidents occurred in the Gulf. 

July 1, 1951* The British S.S. Empire Roach , carrying a cargo of arms for Jordan, 
was fired on by the Tiran batteries and denied entrance to the Gulf. 

December ), 1952: The U.S. S.S. Al bion , carrying a cargo of gift wheat to Aqaba 
for the relief of famine in Jordan, was fired on by Egyptian shore batteries. Ir 
apologiting for the incident, E©rpt "explained" that it had throught the ship's 
destination was Eilat. 

January 1, 1954: Egyptian gunfire was directed against the Italian ship Maria 
Antonia en route from Massawa to Eilat, and the ship was forced back and com¬ 
pelled to return to its port of origin. 

April 1C, 1955* The British S.S. Arvobec was stopped by shots fired across her bows. 

July 3, 19551 The British S.S._Ananun, reportedly engaged in carrying Moslem pil¬ 
grims to Mecca, was struck by gunfire. 
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In the light of theae facts it la clear that Egypt's action in closing the entrance to 
the Gulf of Aqaba to international ahipping represented a violation of international 
law and of tha express assurances given by the Egyptian Government in January, 1930. 
The Gulf of Aqaba ia an international waterway, and under international law no coastal 
state, even when claiming territorial water rights, is entitled to close it to inter¬ 
national ahipping. The effect of the Egyptian Government's illegal action has been 
not merely to prevent Israeli shipa from entering the Straits of Tiran. The blockade 
haa also deterred ahips of many other nationa from proceeding to Eilat. The matter is 
thua not only the concern of Israel. If freed from the illegal Egyptian blockade, 
Eilat could become a pivotal point of international trade. Apart from Egypt, Israel 
ia the only country with coastlines both on the Mediterranean and on the Red Sea. Be¬ 
fore the Second World War, with the possible danger of the Suez Canal being closed by 
Natl action, plans were mooted for building an alternative canal from Eilat to Haifa. 
The problem has now become one of immediate urgency and of world-wide importance. 

Quite apart from the danger which threatens free navigation through the Suez Canal 
from political interference by Egypt (as when it sank almost 30 ships in the Channel 
to block the Canal), it nas long been evident that the Suez Canal was reaching its 
saturation point. Its main importance at present is that it serves to carry oil from . 
the Mideaat to Europe. Thia traffic ia Increasing by leaps and bounds. Within the 
very naar future the Canal will no longer be adequate. Various projects have been 
conaldered for meeting thia emergency, including a plan to build a pipeline for pump¬ 
ing oil acroaa Iarael from Eilat to the Mediterranean coast. A project has been dis¬ 
cussed for constructing an additional shipping canal to connect Eilat with Haifa. 

Thia would be infinitely cheaper than sending ships all the way round the Cape, if 
the Sues Canal were no longer able to handle additional traffic or were again closed 
by the Egyptians. Moreover, the mere existence of such an alternative route and oil 
pipeline would break the Egyptian monopcly and free the world once and for all of the 
danger of vital supplies being held up by Egyptian political interference. 

In arqr case Nasser must not again be permitted to act as he pleases in the Gulf of 
Aqaba, which must be kept open to all ships of all nations. The status quo ante can¬ 
not be restored. So distinguished an observer as the "New York Times" military editor, 
Mr. Hanaon Baldwin, has suggested that American foreign policy must seek the "inter¬ 
nationalisation of the Strait of Tiran leading to the Gulf of Aqaba and the southern 
tip of Iarael." Whether through.thia method or by some other alternative solution, 
the gain won for tha free world by Israel in liberating the Straits of Tiran must 
not be carelessly squandered. For the first time in many years, the Gulf of Aqaba 
la free to ships and cargoes of all nations, like any other international waterway. 

It la unthinkable that the old anarchy should now be restored or that the United 
Nations should pave the way for the renewal of Egypt's arbitrary interference with 
the freedom of international trade and navigation. The U.N. cannot sanction out¬ 
right piracy. Never again must Egyptian shore batteries be allowed to cannonade 
American or any other vessels bent on legitimate business. Piracy and outlawing can¬ 
not be rewarded by their perpetuation. 

I hope you will find this information valuable. 

Frat^nalljr yours. 

) 1 a . Iw • lo. \ 

METTims 
oeiui 133 

Executive Board of 

Histadrut in Israel 
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liaAtation of Dtcimtwr 12 
to participate ia tha X r * «aata|fon of the Hiatadrut 
Humaaitanad^Awarcl uTSiatf T aa Maany oa February 27. 
1997. 


I an glad \ lead mViana aad afforta and a ball be 
happy to ■lv#<*Kha l MfVer help 1 caa. It would ba a graat 
plaaaara to ba praaaat oa thia occaaion aad if any travel 
achadala parmita, 1 aball carteinly ba there. 


illy youra, 


OB:aw 
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^National C-onwiittzL fox 

JIcSjox iiixaiL 




f )^flk f of 

Tmiity-Thmi Eait 

Sixty Sivinth Stmit 

N ITKM*1 ItCUIMf 

Nt* Yo,» 21. N. Y. 
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Dacambar 12, 1956 


Mr. Dava Back, Pranidant 
Intarnational Brotharbood of Taaaatara 
25 Lou la iana Avanua, NM 
Washington 1, D. C. 

Daar Mr. Back: 

Gaorga Maany, praaldant of tha AFL-CIO, haa agraad 
to accapt thia yaar'a Hiatadrut Humanitarian Award. 
Thia award will ba praaantad to him at a dinnar 
at tha Waldorf-Aatoria Hotal, Naw York City, on 
Wadnaaday, fabruary 27, 1957, undar tha chairmanahip 
of David Dubinaky, praaldant, Intarnational Ladiaa 1 
Garmant Workara Union. 

Paat racipianta of tha Hiatadrut Humanitarian Award 
ara tha lata Hon. Alban V. Barklay, 1950; tha Hon. 
Harry 3. Truman, 1951; tha Hon. William 0. Douglaa, 
1952; Mra. Klaanor Rooaavalt, 1953; and Govamor 
Avarall Harriman, 1955. 

Wa would ba vary grataful if you would join ua aa 
Vica-Chairman of tha Gaorga Maany Award Comnittaa. 

Wa ara counting on your participation to halp maka 
thia award praaantation mamorabla. 

I truat that wa will racaiva a favorabla raply from 
you at your aarliaat convanianca. 

Raapactfully youra. 


DOT BIS3UN 
National Sacratary 


* i 


DBink 

Sncl. 
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January 20* 1956 

David Back, Pres., 

Iat’1 Bro. uf Tasaatars, 

25 Louiaiaaa Are., M. W., 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Brother Beckj 

It gives aa pleasure to draw yqur attention to the following statement 
bgr Israel's Foreign Minister Moshe Sharett during the recent Parlia- 
aentary debate on foreign policy. 

The great Aaerican labor movement has ita own view? 
on foreign policy. It stands in the forefront of the 
fight for the defense of world democracy against total¬ 
itarian! sa. We are its partners in many respects — 
spiritual, political and social. Vis want its help and 
we srs retting its help. 

The two large Aaerican labor organizations have now 
united in one body. An organization of 16 .zillion workers 
has been created which represents AO to 50 million Americans. 

The aerger convention of the A.F.L. and C.l.n. adopted a 
reeolutlon urging aras and a security pact for Israel and 
opposing any truncation if Israel territory. We welcome 
every word in this reeolutlon. 

Our appreciation should go to Histadrut for the constant 
labors of its able emissaries over the years in bringing 
about within the Aaerican movement this full understanding 
of our case. 

Froa this platform I should like to express ray apprecia¬ 
tion to the Presidents of the two organizations which have 
now united — (>eorg* Meany and Walter Reuther. 

I know thst Mr. Sharett's statement reflects the attitude of -»11 Histadrut 
msiibers and the people of Israel as a whole. 


ADMlNISTHf TIVE.. FILE. 
X _ - 


Frst 


Aaerican Representative 
Executive Board of Histadrut 
in Ierae 1 


KB/s <81 



AMERICAN TRADE UNION COUNCIL 

of the NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR LABOR ISRAEL 
33 Eo»t 67 Street • New York 21, N. Y. • REgent 4-6010 

ONtc> Hi. 


De:«ber 1955 .. *T« VS Fll. 

>»A 

Deer Friend and Brother I i 

Enclosed la a atetement adopted unanimously by the 
AFL-CIO Convention a a pert of the Foreign Policy Reaolution. 

You will note thet thla atetement cella for - 

(1) "The AFL-CID urge the United Stetea, Britain and 
France to re-affirm their Tri-Partite Declaration 
of 1950, and to ImnlmaMit it by enabling the 
Republ ic of Iarael to obtain anna and all othe r 
awana neceaaarr for the maintenance of it a 
territorial integrity a nd nati onal indepe ndence." 
and 

(2) "The beat Interests of our co untry and the nee da of 
>^rid peace and aocial progress demand that our 
—■■■■ ^"■rt.er Into a Mutual Security Pact with 
•ftm HUi of IaraelT" 

" — ■ ■ ■ » ■■■■■ I 

If thla reaolution la to have any meaning, we respect¬ 
fully auggeat it la necessary for your organization to contact 
your Senatora and Repreaentativaa aa well aa the State Depart¬ 
ment and the Preaident urging them to comply with thla rea¬ 
olution. 



Danger of an all-out war In the Middle East la imminent 
It la doubted that a war between the Arab Stetea and Iarael 
oould be confined to that area and it la quite poaaibla that 
World War III could atart here. Thla haa become more evident 
with the comeuniat countries providing arms to the Arab States 
and concluding economic agreements with them. Such a war'caB 1 
be prevented if our Government follows the advice given in 
this reaolution. 


Please send ua copies of letters aent by your organ¬ 
isation on this matter and coplea of any replies received. 


a 


Fraternally yours, 

h f ) 

—uUS 

Grago*^ J. a ■ - ■ ■ * 
Executive director 
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Resolution 
adopted at 

First Constitutional Convention 
of the 

American Federation of labor 
and 

Congress of Industrial Organiiations 

1955 

New York, New York, December 7, 1955 


Particularly in view of the recent grave developments in the Middle East, our 
country and its allies in concert with the United Nations should take positive 
atapa to prevent aggression in the Middle East, to improve the economic 
conditions of ita people and to promote peaceful relations among its various 
peoples—based on mutual recognition of each other's national existence and 
territorial integrity. Towards this end, the AFL-CIO urge the United States, 
Britain and France to re-affirm their Tri-Partite Declaration of 1950» and to 
implement it by enabling the Republic of Israel to obtain arms and all other 
means necesaary for the maintenance of its territorial integrity and national 
independence. The beat interests of our country and the needs of world peace 
and social progress demand that our government enter into a Mutual Security 
Pact with the Republic of Israel. Such a pact would be strictly defensive in 
character and wuld not be aimed at any neighbor of Israel. Such an American¬ 
isms! Mutual Security Pact might well serve as the model for similar accords 
between our country and the Arab lands, thus paving the way for a Middle East 
Mutual Security Treaty Organisation embracing all the nations in this pivotal 
area, within the framework of the U.N. and dedicated to the furtherance of 
world peace and human well-being. Adequate economic, technical and military 
assistance should be made available only to those governments supporting these 
aims and prepared to co-operate in the peaceful solution of such pressing 
problems aa tha plight of the Arab refugees and the undisturbed use of the 
Sues Canal. American labor greets the Histadrut as the dynamic force in the 
building of Israeli democracy. We further pledge ourselves to aid the 
development of free trade unions throughout the Middle East as the most 
affective instruments for advancing social progress, human freedom and stable 
peaceful relations among all the nations of this vital area. 


• i 





j> Precede Oil Dlscove; 




* irn* 


Uatorlana asy asrk Septeaber 22, 1955 a* the real beginning of Israel's 
economic independence. On this dtj, oil was discovered. I sn prood to report 
thst asetbere of Hiatadrut (Israel's labor federation) operated the oil drilling 
rigs. Riatadrat also aided the financing of this great discovery. 


Oil labrlcetes the aodern eoonoay. Its inportanca to Israel is illustrated 
by tha fact that this Basil nation spends 35*40 million 
dallara a year on iaported crude oil, which is one half of 

lncoae fron export trade on oil. |r ~~-■■ ' 


Tha coat of oil is iadaad high for Israel. Crude oil 
■uai be shippad great distances froa as far afield as Vene- 
tuele becauee of the Arab boycott aad Egypt's blockade of the 
3ues. A soiree of oil eupply within Israel will free export 
dellare for vitally needed iaveatasnt within the country ss 
wall ae for tha purchase of other aaaantlal inport•. 


Iersel'e life line, it can ba truly said, depends upon 
the thla line of shlpe carrying oil. Should the new oil find 
prove to ba sufficient for Israel'a needs, tha country will 
have taken a great etrlda towards eeonoalc Independence. In 
addition, a doasstlc fuel eupply will relieve Israel of her 
graveet Military harden tha possibility of a desperate 
slash at her life line. Israel will be free to develop her 
defense la depth against aggression. 


VOLUME TWEE 


- NUMBER EIGHT* pf 

s*. ' 

October, 1995 - 
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Decades ef Be, 


Decades of geological research plus IB aonths of lnten- slu’tf laTTu 

elve drilling end prospecting by several oil coapanles pro¬ 
ceeded the recent discovery of oil. The strike was sads at 

Relate, la the southern coastal plains of Israel, sons 30 allee froa Tel Aviv and six 
adlee froa the Egyptian occupied Gasa strip. 




matedrut oil workers struck oil at the eleventh bore in the region. Ironically, 
the strike occurred in o well abandoned by tbs Iraq Petroleum Coapeny in 1947 Just 
before the eetabllshnent of the Israeli state. The I. P. C. bed reached e depth of 
3,500 feet and quit. In August, 1955* tbs Lapidot-Israel Oil Prospectors Coapeny 
decided to go deeper. At a depth of 4*900 feet, oil gushed. 


HISTAORUT HOUSE • 33 East 67th Street, New York 21. N. Y. • Tel.: REgent 4-6010 








Page 2 

TWo week a latar another wall gushed forth from a new oil stratus, twice aa thick 
•o the firet one. The new fonatloa was reached 65 feat below the firat at a depth 
of 4)965 feat. The second well aarked the discovery of a second oil field. 

Ia the firet experisMntal taet flow, the yield aaounted to about 60 barrels of 
oil ee hour, which if maintained, would supply about 10 percent of Israel's domestic 
30.5 A. P. I. (American Petroleum Institute indicator). 

^yj^lsBdicepe Helen cad bv Three Israeli Assets 

Three grave disadvantages handicapped Israel's petroleum careert The firet, 
the absence of native crude oil resources, ia now partially remedied; the second, 
tha refusal of a forawr supplier, Iraq, to perait further stocks to reach Israel 
through tha Iraq Petroleum Coapeqy'■ pipeline, lad to tha third, which is the 
necessity of spending scanty foreign exchange on the purchase of crude oil froa 
overseas. 

However, the hsadlcapa are offset by three assets! Firet, the presence of 
a fully equipped refinery at Haifa; second, the action of the government of Israel 
to nullify and void all coaaitsMnts previous to the establishment of the state 
sad to 1 salat on better terae and higher payaents froa all oil coapaniee; third, 
the high standard of scientific and lniustrisl knowledge available in the country. 

BlitdrSL. 8hares la Qreet Discovery 

Successful efforts were sade by the government of Israel to attract other 
concerns froa outside the country. Swiss, Canadien, American, and South African 
enterprises showed, singly or in groups, interest in Israel's oil potential. The 
formation of syndicates in which Israeli share-holding—private, governaental, 
or Histadrut-appasrad aide by aide with foreign investment were encouraged. 

The new Israeli aining law, superseding regulations of the British Mandate, 
appeared la late 1952. The governaent'a incoae from oil aay be considerable as 
the t«raa of the concession provide for 12.5 percent royalty on the oil extracted. 

In addition, the profits of the compiny will be taxed at a 50 percent rate. 

The export possibilities, in the event of sufficient oil being found, ere 
also good. The Haifa refineries are capable of handling about four tisws as 
much crude oil as is roquired for local consumption. 

The coapany striking oil, Lapidot-Israel Oil Prospecting Company, is a joint 
venture of Histadrut (represented by the contracting cosipany, Solel Boneh) together 
with e group of Israeli and Aawrlcan investors, organized by the Histadrut Investment 
Coapany, AMPAL. Pate had decided that Israel's first oil guaher was to be drilled 
by a cnanany in * tich Histadrut was a partner. 

Oil— aa Age O ld Storv 

Oil wealth froa beneath the surface of Israel ia an age old story. Mark Anthony 
gave tha Dead See to Cleopatra so thet she night benefit froa the "Asphalt fishery". 







P«<« 3 

Jp to rvcent tlaea rrat lunpa of asphalt have floated to the surface of the sea and have 
'•an hauled to the ahore. In Cleopatra's tine, the asphalt was taken to Egypt for use in 
waterproofing buildInga and wunaqr case a. 

The aga old belief that the Bible always contains a reference to currant events was 
once again confirmed bgr the faiaoua fa resell aonf of Noaaa which was read In the synapopues 
•n 3a turd ay, 3epteabar 24. It contains the following passage (Deutoronoay 32 l+-13)t 

"Ha found hi* (1. a. Israel) In a desert land, and in tha waste howling wilderness... 
he nada him to suck honey out of tha rock, and oil out of the flinty rock.” 


f 



Fn/emally yours: . 

Ho she Bar-Tal 
American Representative 
Fjcecutlve Board of Histadrut 
In Israel. 
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September 12. 1955 


Mr. Kerry Uviller, Chairmen 
Hiatadrut Humanitarian Award Committee 
Seat 67th Street 
New York 21. New York 


Dear Sir: 

Due to a recent illnea 
curtailment of my ac 
ia, thereiore. impoi 
Karriman dinner on 




haa ordered a temporary 
idVof oftice houra and it 
to attend the Oovernor 


Youra vary truly, 



YOU ARE CORIHAI l.Y INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN 


0 rib wtlit inn 

OF THE 

HISTADRUT HUMANITARIAN AWARD 



(y *furriman 


DINNER 

I uesday Evening, October 18, 1955 

6:!K) P.M. 



Grand Ballroom 
WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL 
H*arr Avenir at 50th Street. New Yorr City 


Sponsored by 
ISRAEL HISTADRUT 


Contribution: 550.00 per «ntr 


Informal 



I 


THE HISTADRUT HUMANITARIAN AWARD 

HIS AWARD has been presented since 1950 to 
leaders in American public life who, in the estimate 
of the Award Committee, have made “outstanding 
efforts in fostering sympathetic understanding between 
the people of the United States and the State of Israel, 
and who have demonstrated warm encouragement of 
the cause of Histadrut.” 

RECIPIENTS OF HUMANITARIAN AWARD : 

1950 Alien W. Babkley. Vice President of the United Statei 

1951 Habby S. Tbuman, President of the United States 

1952 William O. Douglas, Associate justice, 

Supreme Court 


1953 Mbs. Eleanob Roosevelt 


I 


GOVERNOR AVERELL HARRIMAN of New York has been 

chosen as recipient of the 1955 Hutadrut H-■*--* 

Award. It is indeed a privilege to have this diatniguuhed 
liberal join the company of those who have been thus hon¬ 
ored far their friendship to Israel and Ns psoneenag 
guard, Histadrut 


GOVERNOR HARRIMAN, throughout a lifetime of pubhc 

hat maintained the highest level of participation m con¬ 
structive humanitarian endeavors. A man of worid-widr 
experience and of personal integrity, Governor Harrunan 
has stood by the Jewish people during long yean of struggle 
for their mdejicndcncc. Adviser and conhdante of two pres¬ 
idents, and a high official m his own right. Governor Harri- 
man has always evinced a keen interat in safeguarding the 
legitimate rights of bracl. His sense of |mbce has prompted 
him to become associated with the friends of Hutadrut. the 
federation at piuit^vs a and workers who laid the foundation 
and made posable the rcbsrth at IwacL Gove r nor Hamman 
has endorsed American efforts to aid Histadrut in the area at 
medical care, vocational training, cultural advancement and 
economic rehabilitation at refugees. It a for this reason that 
business, labor, professional and fraternal bodies have pmed 
to tnake this Award to Governor Hamman on October 18th 


Proceeds of the $50 jOO per plate Dinnet 

will be transmitted in honor of Governor Hamman to K.u 
pat Hohm, medical artn of Histadrut, which safeguards the 
health of all immigrants in Israel. Thus, the occasion of the 
Award will be aptly translated into a great humanitarian 
deed by the thousands at well-wishers paying tribute to 
Governor Harritnan 












July 11. 1855 


Ur. CharLae Meutrln 
2400 Pirat Avenue 
Saattla, Washington 

Oaar Chuck: 

A lady by tha name of Nathalie E. Panek. la 
going to coutact you shortly regarding Hietadrut. She 
1« • rary flna paraon auci la working for Biatadrut lc. 
tha Loa Angalaa araa. She wishes to set up *o»c kind 
of cooparatlon In tha Southorn araa 

I would appraciate it if you would give bar 
what halp you can 

Sincerely, 


Viniut M. Griffin 
Katlocal Director 
Mlace’ 1 aceon? Divlaion 
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July 5, 1955 


William K. Griffin, Cha- man 
R«ti nal Miscellaneous Conference 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
25 Louisiana Ave. 

Washington, 0. C. 

Jear Brother Griffin: 

I anjoyed meeting and talking with you very much. I nope that 
something will bring you back to Los Angeles one of these days and 
that you will call me. 

I snail follow through on your suggestion regarding John 
Stevenson. I hope that it will result in getting some local Teamsters 
interested in iLLstadrxit. If tncy could only talx with ycu 1 ar. sui e 
they would be but perils we can orovide so.ne good substitutes. 

Greg Bardacke has advised me teat Moshe Bar-Tal (who replaces 
Bitan as •iereali representative to tne U.3.) will be on the west 
coast in lata September. Beattie is among tne cities will visit. 

I would appreciate it very much if you would write to yoor successor, 

Mr. Mentrin and let him know who I am and that I snail be in Seattle 
tne first waek in August. If he will see ine in August we can tnen 
Jointly ex lore just wnat snould be planned for Bar-Tal'a visit. 

As i told you, we would like to nave a local organization of 
tha American Trade Lfrxlon Council of the National Committee for Labor 
Israel in every major city of the U.S. It is possible that an affair 
f.r Bar-Tal *ugnt bring togetner tne key labor people wno would later 
form a Trade Union Council. I hasten to tell you, so tnat Mr. Mentrin 
won't be alarmed, tnat tne principle our ose of Traue Union Councils 
is to provide morel support to th«. Israeli labor movement and infor¬ 
mation md understanding to American labor. This does not require 
work, money or meetings, (at 1<ast not very much) 

If Mr. Mentrin will dro». me a note directly we Car. arrange, at 
his conr-nience, to gat togetner to discuss wnat can 3 rd snould be none, 

Thank you for your interest ana your help. 

Fraternally jrouxs, : \ 

Nat..alia .. . anek, executive Sec. 

Western ..egion i 


9'ettrrn netkm umre. o.U So Im Brem • SuUr am • lot Angrlrt 3t>. Colt I. . W t, burr B 




AMERICAN TRADE UNION COUNCIL 


of the NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR LABOR ISRAEL 
33 Edit 67 Street • New York 21. N. Y. • REgent 4-6010 





January 10, 1955 


Office of film 


AUK..NIE»TRAT|V * 1 L 


^ wA* 


Doar Friend and Brothert 


x 


The lnstal‘ atlon Dinner for the newly elected oilicers or tne 
American T*Ida Onion Council will take place UONDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH 
at 6i 00 p.a., in the East Ballroom of the Commodore Hotel, L^ncI 
Street and Lexington Avenue, H.T.C 


Amc.n^ those who will ba present will be /./T-AHAN HARMAN, Consul 
General of the Israel Consulate in New Yolk Crty, wHo~Wi.ll speak 
on the latest economic and political do.*clopnents in Israel; 

UOPHI HAR-TAL. Hiatadrut Representative in the United States, who 
will speak on the current developments in Hiatadrut; and ARTHUR J. 
GOLDPERG, General Counael of the Congress of Industrial Organisa¬ 
tions and the United Steel .orkers of America, and also Chairman of 
our Ifctional Executive woemuttee, who will discuss American labor's 
stake in a damocrstic Israel. 


Va have also arranged for a preview of the latest color film "FACES 
OF ISRAEL.” This film is one of the most exciting an unusual 
storiaa to come out of Israel. It depicts the life of Israel's or¬ 
dinary citizen through the intimate exp •. ences of seven persons. 
The leaning of liberty to men and women »..J youth is unfolded. 

Ve are sending you a reservation blank for your convenience. Please 
return it to us as soon as possible. The $6.00 charge will go 
t««rd defraying ».t- expenses of tne dinner. 

Fraternally yours. 


JOSEPH BRESLAV 
Chairman 


UOE FALIKUAN 

Chairman, Admin. Cotnm. 


GRE0CR v J. BARDACKE 
:tive Director 


Associate 


ak 
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P.S. A picture of the new Executive Cocsdttee and Officers will be 
takan at 5*h5 p.m. sharp. 






RESERVATION BUNK 


Please uke rtservatlona for the Installation 
Dlnnir of the Officers and Bcecutive Conal t tee 
of tha Arr^rlcar Tr^ie Ifnlon Council, Monday Fabrusry 
7th, 6*00 p.a>. In tha Last pallroosi of the Cosaodore 
Hotel. 

I aa a.closing | at 96*00 per person. 


onnAv ization 

ADDRESS 
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»>-ccr»i lolling In Hlatadrut Elecliont 

At 1,500 polling stations In 600 towns, citiea and villages 
throughout Israel, 431*000 Hlatadrut trade unionists (85% of those eli¬ 
gible to vota) want to the polla on May 8 to elect 801 delegates to 
Hlatadrut*a eighth Convention. 

Mapai, the Iaraall Labor Party, won an absolute majority with 
237,000 votes (58%), with Achdut Avoda (Workers Unity) second in the 
field of aavan receiving 14.5%• 

Aa described in ay Newsletter of March, 1955 (Volume Three - 
Number Three), Hlatadrut electiona are held on the basis of proportion¬ 
al representation and the number of Convention delegates allotted to 
each party la proportionate to the votes polled by it. 

Important political changes have taken place in Hlatadrut since 
the last elections in 1949, when Mapai'a chief challenger, the Mapam 
Party, polled wall over a third of the total votes and formed a united 
left-wing opposition. Since then Mapam has split three times, throwing 
off apllntera to the left and right. The election results show that 
this left-wing party sustained the biggest lose. In the previous elec¬ 
tions Mapam, than united with Achdut Avoda, received 34.5%. Now, alone, 
it obtained only 12.5%. Achdut Avoda, standing alone for the first time, 
took the lion's share of the previous Mapam vote. Between them the two 
laft-wlng parties formerly constituting Mapam have about 20% less than 
before. Of the smaller parties, the Progressives polled 5.2%, the 
General Zlonlata 3*8% and the religious group 2%. The tiny Communist 
party polled 4.1%* 

Mepal Out In Front 

In the faca of the combined onslaught of all opposition groups, 

Mapal has maintained its paramount position with remarkable success, 
even registering a gain. With all the difficulty involved in leading 
Hlatadrut along the middle of the road throughout the years, through 
tha days of war and peace, the creation and consolidation of the State, 
aaaa immigration, and the pioneering that has fundamentally changed the 
faca of tha country, Mapai has had the support of well over half the 
voters, including both skilled and unskilled workers, technicians, 
clerks, teachers and professional workers. With their help, Mapai 
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carried out it a program >f building the country for the present and the 
future, of converting the great masses of helpless immigrants into self- 
rsliant workers, and of creating a trade union that safeguards their 
rights and offers them the security of cooperative ventures and welfare. 

The people of Israel noted with special interest that of the 
Histedrut members eligible to vote, 8556 streamed to the polls, although 
about 250,CCO of them are new to the Histadrut and dozens of thousands 
of them never before took any part whatever in democratic elections any¬ 
where. Three times as many members were entitled to vote as in the last 
election in 1949. Most of Histadrut's stupendous numerical growth since 
the birth of the state has come from the ranks of immigrants. Of the 
7C0,CC0 who came into the country between 1948 and 1951, almost half were 
frcm Oriental countries, where labor organizations are practically un¬ 
known. Nevertheless, the newcomers on the whole tended to move solidly 
into labor ranks. Today, on the eve of Histadrut's eighth Convention, 
about 3356 of the country's total population are members of Histadrut. 

This is one of the highest ratios of organized labor to total population 
anywhere in the free western world. 

rl ni-T ime Voters 

.it least half the voters came to Israel after 1948 from coun¬ 
tries where democracy has always been and still is unknown. Elsewhere 
in the world, such human material serves as an ideal recruiting ground 
for totalitarian movements like Communism or Fascism. Not so in Israel, 
where the vast majority of newcomers have been absorbed into democratic 
parties. The energetic efforts of the Communists to gain converts among 
them failed signally. 

Another unique feature of the elections was women's participa¬ 
tion. Workers' wives, who have equal rights in Histadrut even though 
they are not employed outside the home, went to the polls in large nuir. 
bers. Women account for 47.4!® of Histadrut's membership, and at least 
a third of the delegates to the Convention come from their ranks. 

In Tel Aviv, the country's largest city, 56 emergency polling 
stations had to be set up owing to the extreme congestion at the 186 
regular stations. All through the day crowds of voters, including 
housewives, besieged the stations, and at some places voters had to 
wait at least an hour. In Jerusalem, the country's capital, the Presi 
dent of the State, the Prime Minister and other Cabinet Ministers cast 
their votes. 

Voting in the settlements finished early. At many places it 
was possible to close the polling in mid-afternoon. 

>tll in all, the elections represented a triumph for Histadrut 
and a victory for democracy in Israel. The elections, unmarred by the 
violence and disorder that mark elections in other Middle Eastern coun- 
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tries, demonstrated Israel's atability and maturity. Although Mapai is 
by far the largest group in Histadrut, there is no party rule within the 
organisation. Minorities do not lose their claim to representation on 
all committees and institutions. The majority acte, but takes the minor¬ 
ity views into consideration. 

On the whole, the Histadrut elections are regarded in Israel as 
a straw in the wind, indicating the probable outcome of the country's 
Parliamentary elections in July. 


Moshe Bar-Tal 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Histadrut in Israel 
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Israel's Social Security 


Israel'• National Insurance Law has its first anniversary this aonth. 
Israel is ths only country in ths Middle East with a national insurance scheme 
r^srli^ the antire working population. 

The enactsent of a National Insurance Law only six years after the 
aciiievesMnt of independence was due primarily to the predominant role played 
b? Hiatadrut in the country's affairs. Although the Act, which came into 
effect in April, 1954., was Israel's first legislative measure in the field of 
national insurance, it was not an entirely new feature for most workers. 
Through its collective agreements, Hiatadrut had already secured many of the 
benefits for a large number of workers, and served to set the standard for 
national insurance and for general labor legislation. Furthermore, Hiatadrut 
took a direct part in frasdng and admin:storing the National Insurance pro¬ 
gram. 

Hiatadrut's influence has been felt in many ways. For one thing, the 
Minister of Labor and National Insurance as well as other members of the Gov¬ 
ernment responsible for the insurance program are Histadrut leaders. The en¬ 
tire program was drafted by an Inter-Ministerial Commission whose Chairman 
waa the Director of the Histadrut Sick Fund (Kupat Holim). Histadrut, as the 
largest workers' organitation, is represented on the Council governing the 
National Insurance Institute, as is its women's section. 

ftrpas of Benefits 


The National Insurance Law is a contributory insurance scheme provid¬ 
ing for old-age and survivors pension, maternity benefits and industrial acci¬ 
dent insurance for all employed and self-employed persons. Housewives may 
voluntarily insure themselves for the benefits available under the law. This 
measure is part of a comprehensive insurance program, to be introduced in 
stages over several years, which will add unemployment and disability insurance 
and a national health scheme to the benefits already available. Meanwhile, 

Kupat Holim provides all its meafoers with complete medical care, including 
hospitalisation. By special arrangeswnt, many non-Histadrut members also re¬ 
ceive benefits from this fund. 

About 950,OCX) men, women and children are now insured with Kupat Holim, 
about 66% of Israel's entire population. These include many Arab workers who 
Joined the Fund during the pest year. Kupat Holim maintains H major hospitals 
as well as 662 clinics throughout the country. There is at least one such clin¬ 
ic in svery town, suburb, village, farm settlement and muaigrant camp in Israel. 
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The National Insurance Institute which administers the law is not part 
of Israel's civil service. Its 40-man Council is appointed by the Minister of 
Labor, who acts as Chairsmn, and includes representatives of government de- 
partalents and organisations of workers, employers, self-employed persons and 
women. 

OLD-AGE PENSIONS are payable to men of 65 and women of 60 who are not 
gainfully employed (70 and 65 if they continue to work). The Minister is 
authorised to reduce the pensionable age to not less than 62 for men and 57 
for womv) engaged in manual labor. The qualifying period for old-age pensions 
ie normally five years, but residents of Israel who were between 60 and 67 (or 
between 55 and 62) when the Act was passed will qualify after only three years. 
The basic pension is 15 pounds s month for a single person and 22.5 pounds for 
a coupla. Additions are made for children under 18 who are still at school, 
the maximum basic pension being 34 pounds a month. All pensions will be in¬ 
creased by a cost-of-living supplement varying with changes in the official 
price index in the same way that wages are adjusted to the index. Gross pen¬ 
sions can therefore not be predicted, since they depend on future fluctuations 
of the index. 

SURVIVORS PENSIONS. Childless widows under 40 will receive a basic 
lump-sum grant of 180 pounds upon the husband's death; widows over 4*0, with 
children, will receive a monthly survivors pension ranging, according to their 
age, fro a 50 * to 100* of the old-age pension. Orphans, too, are entitled to a 
pension. All these survivors pension or grsnts are also increased by the cost- 
of-living supplsmmU. 

TUNBUL EXPENSES are paid by the Institute for all insured people and 
their dependents. 

KATHD4ITT BENEFITS. Two allocations are madet a maternity allowance 
and a maternity grant. The allowance is paid only to women who were employed 
at leaet ten months before delivery and who are entitled to stay sway from 
work six weeks before and six weeks after delivery. This allowance is equal 
to 75* of the usual salary. On the other hand, the msternity grant of 55 
pounds le paid to all workers, whether working or not. 

EMPLOYMENT INJURY INSURANCE applies to all employees and covers occu¬ 
pational diseaaas as well as injuries incurred in the course of work or while 
traveling to and from work. Cash benefits begin from the second day of injury 
and ara equal to 75* of the wage for a period up to 26 weeks. A new amendment 
will insure the self-employed against work accidents — an innovation which 
most nations have yet to adopt. Where disability persists, the injured worker 
ie eligible for a disability pension. In case of fatal injury, the worker's 
widow and dependents are entitled to survivors pensions. 

Financing The Program 

The financial basis of the insurance program is provided by contribu¬ 
tions of esiployers, esiployees and self-employed persons, with the Government 
contributing to the cost of pension and maternity insurance. Bnployees con¬ 
tribute 1.4* of their groes wages; employers contribute 1.9* and self-employed 
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3.3%. Bsployment injury insurance, on the other hand, is covered entirely by 
employers, and ranges from 0.5% to 3% of the payroll. 

The financial demands are now more easily net because industry and 
workers are already accustoned to setting aside a portion of wages for volun¬ 
tary insurance, through workers provident funds established by collective 
bargaining. The law permits the deduction of national insurance from contri¬ 
butions to these provident funds. Histadrut is now exploring the possibility 
of utilising workers' savings deposited with it to create a supplementary 
pension fund which, combined with state pensions, will ensure a full measure 
of security for retiring workers. 

In addition to the provident funds, there are Histadrut's own welfrre 
institutions for assistance to aged members, dependents of deceased member? 
end similar persons in need. The assistance provided by these institutions 
will continue to be granted, supplementing government pensions. 

For the Arab population of Israel, as for many immigrants from back¬ 
ward countries, national insurance represents a revolutionary social change. 
The greatest significance of the new legislation is that it extends to the 
entire working population a system of social insurance whose standard was set 
ty the most progressive element of the population — the labor movement. 
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Mo she Bar-Tal ^ / 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Histadrut in Israel 
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Histadrut Election* 

The Histadrut Executive Committee has announced that electiona to 
Hiatadrut'a governing body, its General Convention, are to be held through¬ 
out Iarael on May 8. Electiona will be on the basis of proportional repre¬ 
sentation, and in accordance with Histadrut's constitution any group may 
submit candidates by producing the endorsing signatures of one hundred eli¬ 
gible voters. National and local election committees, representing all 
trends within Histadrut, have been appointed by the Executive to supervise 
election arrangements. 

Histadrut voters in the May 8 elections will also choose officers 
for a number of other Histadrut institutions. Women members will elect 
delegates to the Convention of the Workingwomen's Council. Delegates to 
58 Local Labor Councils will be elected throughout the country. Members of 
collective and cooperative villages will select their delegates to the Con¬ 
vention of the Farm Workers Organization. 

Every paid-up Histadrut member over 18 — man or woman, Jew or Arab — 
is entitled to vote. Of the 510,000 enrolled members in good standing on 
January 1, a total of more than 485»000 are expected to exercise that right 
on May 8. While the Convention is ordinarily held every four years, local 
circumstances made it impossible to hold once since 19U9. The intervening 
yaara constituted the period of mass immigration, during which hundreds of 
thousands of immigrants poured into Israel, and about $2% of this year's 
voters will be new ir-siigrants who have never taken part in Histadrut elec¬ 
tiona before. 

A special feature of the elections will be the polling stations set 
up in all army camps to enable men and women in the services who have kept 
their Histadrut membership to vote for the candidates of their choice. 

Prop ortional Representation 

Because of the way in which Histadrut developed in the lays before 
the State of Israel was created, elections to the General Convention are on 
a party baaia. All the labor parties and groups represented in the country's 
Parliament operate within Histadrut. The number of Convention delegates 
allotted to each party is proportionate to the votes polled by the party. 
Because of the high number of voters (about 5# of the number of voters 
taking part in national parliamentary elections), the Histadrut elections 
are expected to serve aa a straw vote foretelling the results of the parlia- 
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mentary electiona in July. 

The results of thj 1949 elections were as follows: 

Israel Labor Party (Mapai) 57.136 

United Workers' Party (Mapam) 34.4$ 

Progressive Workers (Haoved Hasioni) 3.8$ 

Communists 2.6$ 

Religious Workers (Haoved Haiati) 2.1$ 

Since then, the United Workers Party has split, with a minority form¬ 
ing a new party, called Achdut Avoda (Workers Unity). Of the former 20 Mapam 
members on Histadrut's Executive Committee, 11 have remained with Mapam and 
nine have Joined the new party. 

Haoved Hasioni is part of the Progressive Party and draws its main 
strength from professional people, government officials and, to a certain 
extent, rural and urban workers. 

Soviet Communism's extreme anti-Zionist attitude for the last 30 
years is ons reason for Communism's failure to gain a foot-hold in Israel; 
but the more important factor is the genuinely democratic character of the 
labor movement in Israel ever since its inception. For decades Israel's 
labor movement has been vehemently opposed to totalitarianism from the left 
ss well as the right. 

Desiocratic Practices 

The table reproduced above indicates thst Histadrut does not insist 
on conforsdty of opinion. Mapy political points of view are represented. 
Histairut as such is not a political body. Its policies are determined by 
free and democratic elections and are shaped by the majority, by which, as 
in any democratic organization, the minority is bound. 

Since the creation of Histadrut in 1920 these policies have been 
characterised by a high degree of stability. The Israel Labor Party (Mapai) 
has been in the majority since it was created 25 years ago. Its practices 
have been flexibly designed to meet the needs of the country and of the labor 
movement. Its leaders as well as the rank-and-file are imbued with a highly 
developed social conscience snd national awareness. Thqy regard it as their 
special mission to create a country whose spiritual values and cultural life, 
as well as social organisation, will express a synthesis of Israel's ancient 
traditions of social Justics snd modem ideals of liberty and democracy. 

For example, Mspsi believes in cooperative enterprise as one of the 
most efficient instruments for the development of Israel; at the same time, 
it welcomes and encourages private enterprise, local and foreign. This middle- 
of-the-road policy hss been advocated by Mapai leaders serving in the Cabinet 
of Israel — all of whom have been members of Histadrut for many years and 
actively guided its policies before the State of Israel was created. 
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Hiatairut'a r mbership closely parallels the country's electorate In 
the national elections, and it was almost inevitable that Mapai'a ascendancy 
in Histairut should be reflected in Parliament. At the last Parliamentary 
alactiona in July 1451, Mnjei polled 37. 3% of the votes, more than double 
that of the next largest party. 

When the delegates cf the various parties are elected, the General 
Convention will meet to hear a full report on Histairut activities and prob¬ 
lems. Among other things it will 

1 - Dehate the report; 

2 - Determine broad policy for the future; 

3 - El-ct a Council which will act as the Histadrut authority between 

Conventions. 


It ia this Council which will choose the Executive Committee of 58 
members aa well aa other institutions. The Executive meets twice a month 
and actively controls nil Histadrut activities. It supervises all adminis¬ 
trative work in all the departments and also nominates a nine-man Executive 
Bureau which meets once a week to operate the day-to-day activities of 
Histadrut. 


Fraternally yours, 


Itso/e 
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Hiatadrut Elections 

The Hiatadrut Executive Committee has announced that elections to 
Histadrut's xoverning body, its General Convention, are to be held through¬ 
out Israel on May 8. Elections will be on the basis of proportional repre¬ 
sentation, and in accoriance with Histadrut's constitution any group may 
eubsut candidates by prolucing the endorsing signatures of one hundred eli¬ 
gible voters. National and local election committees, representing all 
trends within Hiatadrut, have been appointed by the Executive to supervise 
election arrangements. 

Hiatadrut voters in the May 8 elections will also choose officers 
for a number of other Hiatadrut institutions. Women members will elect 
lelegatea to the Convention of the Workingwemen's Council. Delegates to 
5“ Local labor Councils will be elected throughout the country. Members of 
collective anl cooperative villages will select their delegrtes to the Con¬ 
vention of the Farm Workers Organisation. 

Every paid-up Hiatadrut member over 18 — man or womrn, Jew or Arab — 
ia entitled to vote. Of the 510,000 enrolled members in good standing on 
January 1, a total of more than 435,000 are expected to exercise that right 
on H,y 8. While the Convention is ordinarily held every four years, local 
circumstances male it imrosaible to holi one since 1949. The intervening 
years constitute! the period of mass inmi"ration, during which hundreds of 
thousands of immigrants poured into Israel, and about $2% of this year's 
voters will be new immirrants who have never taken part in Hiatadrut elec¬ 
tions before. 

A irecial feature of the elections will be the polling stations set 
up in all .irugr Cfii to enable men anl women in the services who have kept 
their Hiatadrut membership to vote for the candidates of their choice. 

Prooortionnl Representation 

Because of the way in which Hiatadrut developed in the days before 
the State of Israel was created, elections to the General Convention are on 
a party basis. All the labor parties and groups represented in the country's 
Parliament operate within Hiatadrut. The number of Convention delegates 
allotted to each party is proportionate to the votes polled by the party. 

Because of the high number of voters (about 50Jt of the number of voters 
taking part in national parliamentary elections), the Histadrut elections 
are expected to serve as s straw vote foretelling the results of the perlia- 
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mantary elections in July. 

The results of the 19L9 elections were ss follows: 


Israel Labor Party (Mspai) 57.1 % 

United Workers' Party (Mapam) 3 U.U% 

Progressive Workers (Haoved Hazioni) 3.8% 

Communist s 2. 6% 

Religious Workers (Haoved Halati) 2.l£ 


Since then, the United Workers Party has split, with a minority form¬ 
ing a new party, called Achdut Avoda (Workers Unity). Of the former 20 Mapam 
members on Histadrut's Executive Committee, 11 have remained with Mapam and 
nine have joined the new party. 

Haoved Hazioni ia part of the Progressive Party and draws its main 
strength from professional people, government officials and, to a certain 
extent, rural and urban workers. 

Soviet Communism's extreme anti-Zionist attitude for the last 30 
years ia ons reason for Communism's failure to gain a foot-hold in Israel; 
but the more important factor ia the genuinely democratic character of the 
labor movement in Israel ever aince its inception. For decades Israel's 
labor movement has been vehemently opposed to totalitsrianism from the left 
as well as the right. 

Democra tic Practices 

The table reproduced above indicates that Histadrut does not insist 
on conformity of opinion. Many political points of view are represented. 
Histadrut as such is not a political body. Its policies are determined by 
free and democratic elections and are shaped by the majority, by which, as 
in any democratic organization, the minority is bound. 

Since the creation of Histadrut in 1920 these policies have been 
characterized by a high degree of stability. The Israel Labor Party (Mapai) 
has been in the majority since it was created 25 years ago. Its practices 
have been flexibly designed to meet the needs of the country and of the labor 
movement. Its leaders as well as the rank-and-file are imbued with a highly 
developed social conscience and national awareness. They regard it as their 
special mission to create a country whose spiritual values and cultural life, 
as well as social organization, will express s synthesis of Israel's ancient 
traditions of social justice and modem ideals of liberty and democracy. 

For example, Mapai believes in cooperative enterprise as one of the 
most efficient instruments for the development of Israel; at the same time, 
it welcomes and encourages private enterprise, local and foreign. This middle- 
of-the-road policy has been advocated by Mapai leaders serving in the Cabinet 
of Israel — all of whom have been members of Histadrut for many years and 
actively guided its policies before the State of Israel was created. 
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Histalrut's membership closely parallels the country's electorate in 
the national elections, and it was almost inevitable that Mapai's ascendancy 
in Histalrut should be reflected in Parliament. At the last Parliamentary 
elections in July 1951, Ifapai polled 37.3^ of the votes, more than double 
that of the next largest party. 

When the delegates of the various parties are elected, the General 
Convention will meet to hear a full report on Histadrut activities and prob- 
lsns. Among other things it will 

1 - Debate the report; 

2 - Determine broni policy for the future; 

3 - El-ct a Council which will act as the Histadrut authority between 

Conventions 

It is this Council which will choose the Executive Committee of 5R 
mergers as well as other institutions. The Executive meets twice a month 
and actively controls all HistaJrut activities. It supervises all r iminis- 
tr"tive work in all the departments and also nominates a nine-man Executive 
Bureau which meets once s weak to operate the day-to-day activities of 
Histidrut. 

Fraternally yours, 


Wo* 
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Collective Bare»Lnlnf :.n Israel 


The new year having begun, labor and management in Israel are again enter¬ 
ing on the laborious process of re-negotiating contracts. In most cases the ne¬ 
gotiations follow a pattern which has evolved over many years and differs in many 
ways froai procedures in other countries. 

Representatives of national or local unions who meet with management are 
guided by a broa 1 wage policy adopted by tne Histadrut's Executive Committee and 
Tmda Union Department. This policy may set a ceiling on the increases to be 
daamnded by a national union, or may provide that a union should concentrate on 
fringe benefits rsther than wage increases in a particular year. Since all 
national unions and local labor councils are represented on the Histadrut Exec¬ 
utive Coraaittee, this general policy is the fruit of viewpoints presented by all 
concerned. 

In industries where manufacturers have no national association, the bar¬ 
gaining la done on a local level, the local branches of the national union nego¬ 
tiating directly with manufacturers. These branches aihere to the national 
policies set by the Histaorut Executive, and all contracts must be countersigned 
by the local labor councils. 

Soma industries have no formal machinery for collective bargaining. In 
these cases the nationsl union announces wage rates ani conditions unilaterally. 
This is tha case, for instance, in the building Industry, which does not have a 
wall organizad employers association. The rates and conditions set by the 
national union are generally accepted. 

National collective agreements cover the great majority of workers in 
tha matal industry, printing, texti'e and other trades. They are signed for 
dr by the national union and the histadrut's Trade Union Department, and for 
management by the Manufacturers Association. A national union which embraces a 
number of tradas nay sign acre than one agreement. The Food Workers' Union has 
oa|«rota agreements for breweries. Jam factories, cigarette factories and others. 
Th" Clerical Workers' Union signs separate agreements for bank employees, munic¬ 
ipal workers, etc. In certain cases a union may conclude national agreements in 
some tradas and local agreeswnts in others. 


Agricultural wage rates are set by the Farm Workers Union after consulta¬ 
tion with the growers and plantation owners, without fonaal negotiations. The 4 
Farmers Aaaociation is not as closely knit as its industrial counterpart, the 
Ifanufacturers Aaaociation, ami contracts therefore depend on the union's strength 
in a particular araa. 
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A new development 0*7 considerably altar these procedures. For some tima 
Hiatadrut and tha Msnufacturers Association have discussed a basic collective 
agreement covering clauses already corenon to all contracts, such as recognition 
of unions aa tha bargsining sgents, hiring through labor exchanges, consent of 
shop comsdttees for disaisaal of employees, etc. This is to be supplemented by 
specific agre«*aenta for each industry. 

labor Legislation 

Israel has no laws governing collective bargaining. Both in theory and 
practice, tha unions are free of government control. There are no laws limiting 
the right to strike or in any way raatricting any union. 

A bill sanctioning collective bargaining agreements has been drafted by 
the Ministry of Labor's Advisory Coaaittee and submitted to the Knesset (Parliament). 
Hiatadrut and the employers' associations are both represented on this committee. 

Labor's position in Israel was very succinctly described in the November 
issue of tha International Labor Review published by the ILD in Geneva ("Free¬ 
dom of Association and Industrial Relations in the Countries of the Near and Middle 
East," by J. A. Hallaworth): 

In Israel the right of occupational association is neither formally 
guaranted nor rastrictad by legislation, but is exercised as an es¬ 
tablished and traditional practice; trade unions are in fact organ¬ 
ised under tha general law concerning non-profit-making societies, 
which provides simply that ary number of persons may establish a 
society for any lawful purpose. The trade union qystem covers all 
branches of the economy, both public and private, as well as the 
liberal professions. Civil servants, for example, are organised in 
an association affiliated to the Hiatadr\&, which haa negotiated 
collective agreesienta with the Government. The extent of trade 
unionism among othar governmental workers and employees may be 
judged from the fact that there exist a government employees union, 
catering among others for railway, post and telegraph workers, a 
national union of civilian employees of the anted services and a 
federation of teachers. National unions of medical practitioners, 
nurses and pharmacists are all affiliated to the Hiatadrut. Seamen 
belong to the National Union of Seamen, while the Agricultural 
Workers Union ia one of the most fully organised in Israel. 

In aaiy instances collective agreements contain provisions whereby 
tha eaqrloyer recognises the union and recognises the right to organ¬ 
ise and bargain collectively. 

In short, without any intervention of the law, the Histadrut in par¬ 
ticular haa attained its objective of "embracing in one organisation¬ 
al structure both urban and rural workers of all trades and professions." 

The Goverraseit haa expressed its intention, however, of enacting s 
special law regarding trade unions. 
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TWo jun iio. about tha tlae our flrat Newsletter appeared, Hlatadrut in 
Iaraal dacidad to aatabllah a permanent offica hara In Now York and antruatad me 
with tha authority to rapraaanL It In tha U. S. and Canada. I accaptad this 
aaaignaant on a temporary basis, and whan I expressed mj daalra laat summer to 
return horn to Iaraal, tha Executive Board appolntad Brother Moaha Bar-Tal, of 
tba Trad# Union Department of Hlatadrut to auccaad ma hara. Brothar Bar-Tal, who 
had served for two yaara aa Iaraall Labor Attacha In London (on loan from Hlata¬ 
drut to our government), haa alraady arrived In tha U. S. to aaauma hla naw 
dutlaa. 

I tharafora wlah to taka thla opportunity to thank all ny frlanda In the 
American and Canadian labor movements for the cooperation they have given ma during 
tha laat two yaara. Every one of thma did hla beat to make mo faal at homo and 
helped to aake mj job aaaiar and tjy atay plaaaanter. 

Aa I am planning to leave in March, 1955, thla la tha laat Newsletter over 
mj own signature. I would Ilka to aay good-by here to all of you to whom I shall 
have no opportunity of doing so personally, and I hope to meat you again some day, 
preferably in Israel. The next Newsletter will be written by Brother Moahe Bar-Tal, 
to whom I hope you will accord the same cooperation you have given ma. 

With bast wishes. 

Fraternally youra. 

Moaha Bitan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Hlatadrut in Israel 

mb 111 
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January, 1955 

Collective Barvainintf in Israel 

The new year having begun, labor and management in Israel are again enter¬ 
ing on the laborious process of re-negotiating contracts. In most cases the ne¬ 
gotiations follow a pattern which has evolved over many years and differs in many 
ways from procedures in other countries. 

Representatives of national or local unions who meet with management are 
guided by a broal wage policy adopted by the Histadrut's Executive Committee and 
Trade Union Department. This policy may set a ceiling on the increases to be 
demanded by a national union, or may provide that a union should concentrate on 
fringe benefits rather than wage increases in a particular year. Since all 
national unions and local labor councils are represented on the Histadrut Exec¬ 
utive Committee, this general policy is the fruit of viewpoints presented by all 
concerned. 

In industries where manufacturers have no national association, the bar¬ 
gaining is done on a local level, the local branches of the national union nego¬ 
tiating directly with manufacturers. These branches adhere to the national 
policies set by the Histadrut Executive, and all contracts must be countersigned 
by the local labor councils. 

Some Industries have no formal machinery for collective bargaining. In 
these cases the national union announces wage rates and conditions unilaterally. 

This is the case, for instance, in the building industry, which does not have a 
well organized employers association. The rates and conditions set by the 
national union are generally accepted. 

National collective agreements cover the great majority of workers in 
the metal industry, printing, textile and other trades. They are signed for 
labor by the national union and the Histadrut's Trade Union Department, and for 
management by the Manufacturers Association. A national union which embraces s 
number of trades may sign mire than one agreement. The Pood Workers' Union has 
separate agreements for breweries. Jam factories, cigarette factories and others. 

The Clerical Workers' Union signs separate agreements for bank employees, munic¬ 
ipal workers, etc. In certain cases a union may conclude national agreements in 
sosm trades and local agreements in others. 

Agricultural wage rates are set by the Farm Workers Union after consulta¬ 
tion with the growers and plantation owners, without formal negotiations. The 
Farmers Association is not as closely knit as its industrial counterpart, the 
Manufacturers Association, and contracts therefore depend on the union's strength 
in a particular area. 
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A new development may considerably alter these procedures. For some time 
Hiatadrut and the Munufacturers Association have discussed a basic collective 
agreeaient covering clauses already common to all contracts, such as recognition 
of unions aa the bargaining agents, hiring through labor exchanges, consent of 
shop committees for dismissal of employees, etc. This is to be supplemented by 
specific agreements for each industry. 

Lab or Legislation 

Israel has no laws governing collective bargaining. Both in theory and 
practice, the unions are free of government control. There are no laws limiting 
the right to strike or in any way restricting any union. 

A bill aanctioning collective bargaining agreements has been drafted by 
the Ministry of Labor's Advisory Committee and submitted to the Knesset (Parliament), 
Hiatadrut and the employers' associations are both represented on this committee. 

Labor's position in Israel was very succinctly described in the November 
1956 issue of the International Labor Review published by the ILO in Geneva ("Free¬ 
dom of Association and Industrial Relations in the Countries of the Near and Middle 
Eaat," by J. A. Hallaworth): 

In Israel the right of occupational association is neither formally 
guaranted nor restricted by legislation, but is exercised as an es¬ 
tablished and traditional practice; trade unions are in fact organ¬ 
ised under the general law concerning non-profit-making societies, 
which provides simply that any number of persons may establish a 
society for any lawful purpose. The trade union erjrstem covers all 
branches of the economy, both public and private, aa well as the 
liberal professions. Civil servants, for example, are organised in 
an association affiliated to the HiatadnJL, which has negotiated 
collective agreements with the Government. The extent of trade 
unionism among other governmental workers and employees may be 
Judged from the fact that there exiat a government employees union, 
catering *sK>ng others fcr railway, post and telegraph workers, a 
national union of civilian employees of the armed services and a 
federation of teachers. National unions of medical practitioners, 
nurses and pharmacists are all affiliated to the Hiatadrut. Seamen 
belong to the National Union of Seamen, while the Agricultural 
Workers Union ia one of the most fully organized in Israel. 

In many instances collective agreements contain provisions whereby 
the employer recognises the union and recognises the right to organ¬ 
ise and bargain collectively. 

In short, without any Intervention of the law, the Hiatadrut in par¬ 
ticular has attained its objective of "embracing in one organization¬ 
al structure both urban and rural workers of all trades and professions." 

The Government has expressed ita intention, however, of enacting a 
special law regarding trade unions. 
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TWo year* ego, about the time our firat Newsletter appeared. Hietadrut in 
Israel decided to eatabliah a permanent office here in New York and entrusted me 
with the authority to represent it in the U. S. and Canada. I accepted this 
assignment on a tssiporary basis, and when I expressed ngr desire last summer to 
return home to Israel, the Executive Board appointed Brother Hoshe Bar-Tsl, of 
the Trade Union Department of Hiatadrut to succeed me here. Brother Bar-Tal, who 
had served for two yaara as Israeli Labor Attache in London (on loan from Hiata¬ 
drut to our government), has already arrived in the U. S. to assume his new 
dutiee. 


I therefore wiah to take thia opportunity to thank all my friends in the 
American and Canadian labor movements for the cooperation they have given me during 
the last two years. Every one of them did his best to make me feel at home and 
halped to make ^jr Job eaaier and aj stay pleasanter. 

Aa I am planning to leave in March, 1955, thia ia the last Newsletter over 
own signature. I would like to aay good-by here to all of you to whom I shall 
have no opportunity of doing so personally, and I hope to meet you again some day, 
preferably in Israel. The next Newsletter will be written by Brother Moshe Bar-Tal, 
to whom I hope you will accord the same cooperation you have given me. 

With best wishes, 

Fraternally youra, 

/ iuS*4* 

Moshe Bltan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Hiatadrut in Israel 


mfcill 
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AMERICAN TRADE UNION COUNCIL 

of the NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR LABOR ISRAEL 
33 Eott 67 Street • New York 21, N. Y. • REgent 4 6010 


December 6, 1951» 







Deer Brother Rat lan t 

We ere officially informing you of your election aa 
CoHJhairman. 


Ttlia election took place at the Annual Convention of the 
American Trade Union Council held at the Comodore Hotel 
in Na« Tork City on Saturday, November 27th. we are 
happor to infora you that you ware elected unaniaoualy by 
the delegatee to our Convention. 

Pleaae fill out the er.cloaed card and return it to ua at 
your aarlleat poaaible oonvaniance. The New Tork State 
Laa requirea that you do ao before we can include you on 
our atationery. 

Allow ae to thank you for your oany peat services, and I 
aa looking forward to your cooperation and support for 
thia costing year. 


Fraternally yours. 


\./ ? is 

jbSBFH BRESLAW 
Chairaan 

American Trade Union Cowell 

Jb/ec 

oelutlS3 

end. 
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VOLUME TWO - NUMB5* NINE 


December, 1954 

HISTADRUT*S NEW ARAB TRADE UNIONISTS 

Among the many problems which Hletadrut tackled following the creation 
of tha State of Israel, one of the thorniest waa the organization of Arab work¬ 
ers within the framework of the trade union sttvement, Because of the special 
circumstances of Arab society, Histadrut met with a number of unusual situations 
which did not always fit in with the orthodox methods of trade union organiza¬ 
tion worked out over a period of thirty veara. Many Arab workers are peasants, 
faming their own tiny holdings. Histadrut therefore laid stress on associat¬ 
ing them with the cooperative movement, and time has proved that this was a 
wise step. As a result there has been an amazing economic advance of the Arab 
community generally and especially of the rural sector since the establishment 
of the State of Israel. The Arab rural population of Israel is today probably 
the most prosperous and most aivanced in the entire Arab world. 

Early in 1949 HistaJrut established a special fund to encourage Arab 
cooperatives in trade and industry, marketing, production, credit, agriculture, 
housing and irrigation. Both the Histadrut and the Arab workers and peasants 
themselves contributed toward this fund which has in the last several years 
granted loans totaling about $100,000 to various Arab cooperatives sponsored 
by Histadrut. Shareholders in this fund include Arab tradesmen, shopkeepers, 
clerks, teachers, peasants and both men and women workers. These activities 
stimulated the Arab workers to undertake constructive efforts of their own and 
to advance the economic and social interests of their coanunity. 

Opposition of Cosaunists and Feudal Landlords 

The fund had to make its way against opposition of various types, aa 
described by Reuven Barkatt, member of the Histadrut Executive Bureau and 
Director of Histadrut's Arab Department, at a recent meeting of the shareholders 
of the cooperative fundi 

M 0ur efforts to develop the fund were constantly attacked by the 
Communists, who conlucted an unrestrained campaign of vilification against us, 
and tried to persuade the Arab workers that whoever bought Glares of the Fund 
was throwing his money away. At the other extreme, reactionary semi-feudal 
elements, some representing lsndlords and others serving the interests of 
foreign countries, seek to strengthen themselves politically by encouraging 
nationalist feeling, fomenting discord and erecting artificial barriers be¬ 
tween the Arab population and the State, including Histadrut. In spite of 
these attacks, we are happy to announce that shares to the value of IL.85,000 
have been taken up, of which IL.45#000 has been paid in cash. This sum is not 
very great, but it expresaes a turning point in that it reflects the Arab com¬ 
munity's willingness to participate in work and responsibility. It is to be 
hoped that this beginning will be maintained." 


HISTADRUT HOUSE 


33 Eait 67th Street, New York 21, N. Y. 


Tal.: REgent 4-6010 



NEWSLETTER 


Page 2 


The Fund secured land for the landless peasants and provided employment 
for Arab workers. The Arab cooperatives affiliated to the Fund have created 
hundreds of permanent Jobs for Arabs who would otherwise be unemployed. 

Di fficulties in Orcanizinc Anb Wo rkers 

Histadrut also came up against unusual problems in its efforts to or¬ 
ganize the Arab industrial worker. Arab workers, accustomed to living under 
conditions of oppression for centuries, were naturally suspicious when asked to 
sign up as Histadrut members. A great deal of explanation was required to allay 
their fears. 

Similarly, Histadrut hss found it extremely difficult to do a thorough 
Job of organizing farm laborers in Arab communities because of the peculiar so¬ 
cial oonditions prevailing in these sectors. Sometimes it is difficult to as¬ 
certain the exact ownership of a farm on which a worker is employed. Sometimes 
the worker, because of complicated family relationships in Arab villages, turns 
out to be part owner (perhaps only 1/64) as well as hired hand. 

The relationship between the Arab employee and the Arab employer also 
makes organization difficult. When, as is frequently the case, the employee is 
a merioer of the employer's family, it is difficult to get the men together for 
concerted action for their own benefit. Nevertheless this has frequently been 
done and there have been many cases of workers taking action against employers 
who are relatives. 

The Town of Acre 


A typical example of Histadrut success among Arab workers is the town 
of Acre north of Haifa, with a mixed Jewish-Arab population. The Histadrut'a 
Labor Council in Acre has an Arab on its staff dealing with organization of 
Arab workers. They organized employees of cigarette factories, bakeries. Gov¬ 
ernment offices and others. Taking advantage of their new membership. Acre's 
Arab workers now regularly visit the Labor Council's office to discuss their 
problems. 

Nazareth 


In Nazareth, a purely Arab town, many workers have been organized and 
agressients have been signed with a number of employers. Considerable interest 
was aroused among the Arab workers when a workman who was injured at work re¬ 
ceived $1,750 compensation and an additional $600 in wages for time lost. In 
this town, as well a* in other Arab areas, the general level of wages has been 
jbstantially raised through the efforts of Histadrut, in many cases retroactively. 

Special efforts have been made to improve the working oonditions of Arabs 
employed by Arab municipalities, where conditions are usually far below par. 
Negotiations have begun with mayors and local municipal councils for better wages 
and hours and for a program of vocational training for municipal employees, either 
through the Clerical Workers Union or by having employees work for short periods 
in similar Jewish offices. 
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Mad leal Insurance for Arab Workers 

Arab workers in Hiatadrut share in the program of full medical care pro¬ 
vided by Hiatadrut's Sick Fund. Membership in Hiatadrut includes medical insur¬ 
ance for the member and his entire family. In some Arab areas new Sick Fund 
medical esntera had to be built ao as to give the newly insured full medical 
assistance. 

Arab worker* now regularly spend annual vacations at rest homes in re¬ 
creation centera near Naxareth and Haifa. For most of them these are the first 
vacations they have ever had in their lives. An important aspect of these va¬ 
cations ia that Arab worker* and Jewish workers are thrown together for a 
couple of weeks in a way which makes it easy for them to get to know and under¬ 
stand each other better. 

Israeli Arab 71 site U.S. on Point Fcur Program 

An example of the extent to which the Arab worker has been integrated 
into the complete life of Hiatadrut ia provided by George Kteili. Kteili, who 
livea in Naxareth, ia employed in the Labor Exchange Department of the Israel 
Government*a Ministry of Labor. Recently he was nominated to accept an invi¬ 
tation extended by the U.S. Government to pay a four-month visit to the U.S. 
under the Point Four program. He is the first Israeli Arab to be able to take 
advantage of thia invitation, and he will presumably be followed by others. 

In lta efforts to absorb the Arab working community within its ranks, 
Histadrut has encountered problems snd difficulties it had never faced before. 
The Arab-Jewish War took place only six short years ago, and the inevitable 
residue has sometimes made it extremely difficult to organise the Arab workers. 
The centuriem-old traditions of the Arab community and the entrenched subser¬ 
vience to feudal or paternalistic eaiployera which la so common throughout the 
Arab world have operated against the efforts of Histadrut to organise Arab 
workers. Nevertheless Histadrut has met with far greater success than it had 
dared to hope, and there is now no doubt that in the course of time the Arab 
working coamunity will stand in the same relationship to Histadrut as does the 
Jewish working coamunity in Israel today. 

Fraternally yours. 


Mo she Bitan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Histadrut in Israel 


Mb: 11 
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November 19, 1954 


Mr. Day* Bock, President 
Teamsters 

100 Indiana Avenue, NX 
Whehlngtcn, D. C. 

Door Brother Bockt 

You slight bo intorootod to rood the reaorko of the Israel Delegate 
to the UN, Mr. David Hacohen boforo the Social and Economic Coaaitteo 
of the United Nations on the economi c prograaa for the underdeveloped 
coi artrlea . 

Mr. Haoohan, net a professional diploaat, ia at present Israel's 
Minister to Burns. He ia one of the directors of the largest build¬ 
ing and industrial concerns in Isrsel which is owned by Histadrut. He 
has, during hie year's stay in Burma, tried to use his own experience 
in Asroel for aiding the Buraese in their development scheaes. His 
reaarks do not deal with any problene affecting Israel ss such, but 
rather with problems facing the entire free world in its fight for 
freadoa by raising the standards of living of underdeveloped areas in 
Asia. 

Sincerely yours, 


Moshe Bltan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Histadrut in Israel 

*>tll 

enc. 
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DELEGATION OF ISRAEL TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
11 East 70tm St kbit 

YOBK 21. N«W YOBK DlMCTOK OB PBIM RELATIONS 

JOSHUA H. JUSTMAN 

rHAfALOAS 7BOO 
TRabaloab Ml 

9-12 October 19. 195^ 

STATE-fflIT BY MR. DAVID HACOHEN 
BirORI THE SECOND COSMITTXE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
On October 19, 1954 


It le obvious that a new direction has been given to this general 
debate by Mr. Raymond Scheyven'e admirable presentation last week. 

Inetesd of a loose discussion of all aspects of the economic situation of 
the underdeveloped countries, attention has Inevitably been focused 
upon the external financing of economic development and particularly on 
the Snecial United Rations Fund, for the future of which Mr. Scheyven 
haa courageously accented responsibility. 

I do not think that this is an illogical or unweloone development. 

^ 1*. 1 think, sgread that all underdeveloped oourttries face some, if not 
all, of thess fundamental problems: inadoquate food supply; insufficient 
and rudimentary industry; a high mortality rate due to disease end malnut¬ 
rition; untrained and inexperienced administrations and low standards in 
education. Thess grim facts are illustrated and confirmed by a few graphic 
figures. In a world containing 2500 million people, increasing in poT<ul&tion 
at a rate in axoeaa of 1/1 par annum, over half live in Asia. But this half 
received but lljl of world income. Borth America, with 10jl of the population 
of the world, has about of world income. The table on page 2 of Mr. 
Scheyven'e re-ort ehowa clearly that two-thirds of the people of the world 
have only 15^ of world income, while the remaining third enjoys 85!« or, per 
oaoita, sn average individual income 12 times greater than the majority. 

Thsss problems csn be solved, givan the will, by the combination of two 
forces - money and skill, and th4 question which faces thic Committeo, 


which faces this... 
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which facet this Assembly, which Indeed facet tha world, la how to make theae 
two forcea available to all who need them. It Is. In passing, a measure of 
our progreso that we recognise what tha problems are and talk In terras of 
their aolutlon. That In ltaelf la half the battle* 

The United Hatlona, Individually and severally, have been far more 
aucceaaful In mobilising aklll In the service of the underdeveloped countries 
than they have In mobilising money. The Expanded Technical Assistance 
Programme of the United Hatlona and the Specialised Agencies, the Technical 
Oooperation Programmes of the United States Government, the Colombo Plan and 
the bilateral programmes conducted by France, Norway, the Netherlands, 
anl other countries all combine to form an Impressive aggregation of valuable 
skills which are being utilised with Increasing efficiency and understanding 
In the underdeveloped and sent-developed countries of the world* However, 
Technical Assistance Is by Itself not a solution for economic backwardness* 
Indeed, as Mr* Scheyvon has hinted. Technical Assistance might even under 
certain circumstances have a deleterious effect upon the economy of an under¬ 
developed country beenuse of the demands for investment capital which it may 
generate* Thers is, of course, an optimum amount of technical assistance 
which any country can absorb at ray given time, and that optimum is largely, 
although not exclusively, determined by the rate of capital investment in 
the country conocmod. 

One is thua forced to revert to the first of the two forces which are 
required to nrovide a solution to the problems of economic development in 
the underdeveloped countries - roney, or. In the nroner terminology, investment 
capital. Investment capital In an underdeveloped country can come from two 
sourceet it can come from within or It can come from without* By capital 
froo within I do not mean the normal process of equity investment which 1 b 
conmon in the undustrialissd countries - there is little tradition of such 
investment In the underdeveloped countries and In any case the vast sumB 
required do not exist* I refer to the creation of capital by forms of 
coorcion* Democratic countries are precluded from using this means. They 
can guide and, within reason, they can direct, and in bo doing they can 
generate a certain amount of capital, but the very nature of their societies 
precludes coercive methods* Thus in the majority, the vast majority, of the 

underdeveloped countries• 
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underdeveloped countries, the objective opportunities for the Internal financ¬ 
ing of large scale economic development projects are severely limited, ^heso 
countries then sre inevitably thrown back on external financing to solve the 
greater psrt of their economic problems* In other words, the import of 
investment csnltal from abroad, from the industrialised countries* 

Vhere can this carltal come froaT The classic source in the past has 
been private venture capital sacking profitable invectnent possibilities 
wherever they were to be found* During the 19 th century vast sums were 
invested in this way in Latin America, in Asia and in Africa. Whatever 
one's opinion might be on the social and economic effects of this form of 
investment, the fact remains that today private capital as a major factor 
in the financing of development nrojoots in unierdeveloped countries hardly 
exists* The private investor is not a philanthropist - thore is no reason 
why he should be - and he will only place his money in an enterprise which 
both guarantees his investment end provides him with a reasonably certain 
profit* Thus for example, a 30 million dollar overseas investment made by 
a British cormary lest week wae placed in the United States of America, where 
the nerd is possibly least, instead of in en urldordeveloped country. Thin 
ie not a criticism, it is s statement of fact, and the conclusion one draws 
from this fact la that in the present state of the world, private investment 
by and large will be directed to areas which on a social-economic basis do 
not need them Instead of t ose which do* There might be some minor exceptions 
to thi \ rule; such re, for exsnple, in those countries which as a deliberate 
sot of policy have made Investment nrtlcularly attractive for the foreign 
private investor* But ths pattern of • rivate investment is by and large one 
of flow fros industrialised and developed countr'es to other industrialised 
and developed countries and not to underdeveloped countries* 

The next source of investment capital for major development projects 
is one which came to fruition after the Second World War when the great 
Americsn plans for aid to the devastated cou tries of Europe were initiated* 

It would be impossible to exaggerate the vital role which thic direct ■'overm- 
sent financing by the United States of America has had and is hnvinj on t'. ■„ 
rehabilitation of the economies of the countries of Europe in the first 
place snd on those of other countries as well, my o\t. included* Th$ 
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generous end constructive Auerlean sntsrprlse has sines bean followed, 
naturally on a lesser scale, by other governments and the net of this dlreot 
governmental assistance has thus been spread wider and ever wider* But this 
fora of financing haa, in some countries, certain limitations, mainly of a 
paychologloal nature. There qre certain countries in which the memory of 
tha exploitation brought on by private foreign investment In the past is 
still strong, and which are therefore suspicious of sny form of foreign 
investment* frequently recipient countries tend to feel that this direct 
bi-lateral aid aeans in some way a diminution of rational honour and 
sovereignty and thus the aid is either rejected, or accepted with reservations 
whloh tend to Halt its value* 

The third source of capital for Investment in underdeveloped countries 
is inter-governmental financing. The one financial instrument at the disposal 
of ths international coamu.lty for large scale investment at present is the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. The emphasis on its 
title is on ths second word - the word Bank. The International Bank is 
conatltutlonally unable to operate otherwise than as a bank. That is to say 
it must adopt ralatlvely conservative financial practices in order to safeguard 
the investment of its stockholders. The Bank crvnnot take risks; it cannot 
give interest-free or very low interest loans; ite loans must be made for 
specifio projeots of indisputable soundness from the eoonoaic noint of view, 
and then only to member latlftns; the Bank of course, cannot make grsnts. 

This doas not mean to ssy that the Bsnk does not do a vast amount of valuable 
work all ovar the world in the field of constructive investment, but by reAeon 
of the inherent lialtatlons of its policy, its scope must nocessarily be 
oonstrioted, particularly in the really underdeveloped countries which for 
obvlauf reasons cannot fulfill the conditions which these pollcflea inevitably 
lanoaa* 

We are left thon with the one instrument which it would seem could fulfill 
all tha conditions which both the lnduetrlalised and the underdeveloped countries 
would like to see fulfilled* That is the Special Fund which at this time is 
asrely a possibility, a ho~e and a dream. It is only a possibility, a ho^e 
snd a dream not because it lacks majority support, because the underdeveloped 
countries who clam cur for it unfortunately make up a majority.of the peonies 
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of the world, and thus they also hare the majority of the rotes in the 
United lotions* However, a majority rote of the underdeveloped nations in favour 
of the Special fund will not provide the fund* One nruat, if one can, try to 
paraumde thoaa who can contribute on the scale required, to do so* While the 
underdeveloped countries axe grateful for the assistance that they have 
received from bilateral programmes, it is indisputable thatmany of them need 
an additional source of capital - of a nature which can only be provided 
from United latt one sourcei* 

What ia required is a genuine international concern, an active will, 
proclaiming a Joint destiny and morality of the privileged and the under¬ 
privileged* But this is not a moral issue oniy, it is also a matter of the 
preservation of the underdeveloped countries as free democratic 
societies* They require aid to maintain and extend the area of freedom* 

The free man by nature resists the corrosion of tyranny, dictatorship and 
totalitarianism* Tha greater hie freedom, the stronger his resistance 
to tha diaaaaa of the aoul and of the body whioh makes possible the 
subjugation of one nation by another. Many of the privileged countries 
have understanding both of tha process of freedom and the process of losing 
it* They should understand, therefore, that besides being an end in itself, 
the purpose of the assistance is the defense of freedom whlioh cannot be 
dafendad by arms alone. Strong rations do not succumb to subversion, weak 
ones may, hungry ones surely will* It ia, I submit through the channel of 
the United lations instrument tnat this goal of fortifying and buttressing 
freedom by financial means can be achieved* Tha other methods I have described 
earlier have not in many areas of the world had that effect, invaluable though 
they have been in others* 

It ahould ba borne in mind that financial assistance to underdeveloped 
countriea la not a one way process. It will inevitably open up new irarkets 
and vaat new possibilities for the absorption of goods produced in the 
industrialiaed countries. The flow of capital to underdeveloped areas will 
in the long run, possibly much earlier than it is asaimed, increase the supply 
of materials and foodstuffs the world over. The time will core, sooner or 
later, again noaaibly much sooner than it is assumed, when the industrialise! 
nations may find out that financial and technical assistance serve as a 
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safety valve for their nature economies, diminishing sharp fluctuations in 
business cyolea and eliminating the curse of unemployment* The improvement 
in the econon'es of the underdeveloped countries ultimately means higher 
results for business enterprise, higher wages, better prices for goods and 
services and agricultural nroduce, in short higher levels of well-being for 
all* The economies of the United States, Canada and of North Western Eurone, 
have demonstrated that upgrading the resl income of the worker and the farmer, 
■eans upgrading the eoonony of the whole people* The sane will take place 
in ths underdeveloped countries - if they are provided with the capital and 
skill to upgrade their economies - one can be assured as day follows night of 
an lncreaae in the total are* of production and exchange of goods and services 
for the whole world* 

It is not, after all, very much that is as'ced for at this time* The 
Expended Technical Assistance Programme disposes of about $24 million a 
year* If one adds the $250 aillion which is envisaged for the initial stage 
of SONFID, ths total is surely not staggering* It is much less, for example, 
than has been spent by the United Nations on the reha bllitatlon of a single 
country, Korsa, snd infinitesimal compared with the cost of the Korean war* 
Tha surest wsy of securing peace is to provide for the well-being of the 
peaceful• It is also the cheapest* 

Mr* Chairman, for the past thirty years I have been associated very 
closely with the largest single indistrial enterprise in my own country 
which, incidentally, is owned and controlled by the Oeneral Federation of 
Labour in Israel* During these thirty years I have had a unique opportunity 
of witnessing and indaad experiencing the adaptability of human beings, 
whatever their original economic condition, cultural standard and level of 
educaticn to the moat complicated processes of modern industry* I have seen 
a aiallar process in Burna where I have been living for the past year as the 
raprssentative of my country* United Nations and Colombo Flan Technical 
Assistance have given that country a boost which has been guided by its 
honsst and courageous lsadershlp into constructive channels of develo^ert* 
What I have seen in Israel and in Burma have been enough to convince me thnt 
thers are no Units to what a human being and a country can do given the will 
and with the aid of thsse two forces of noney and skill which I mentioned 
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earlier* A nolle? of inaction would be dleeeetroue. It le trie there me? 
be In ioae j»rts of the world Idyllic ereae where peasants cultivate their 
lande and provide a sufficiency for themselves snd their families *.rlthout 
the complications of modern economic theory and the somewhat dubious benefits 
of advanced society, but over the broad face of the globe, this picture so 
eagerly propagated by the apdloglste of Inaction is an Illusion* Two- 
thlrda of the peoples of the world live in varying degrees of misery, dest¬ 
itution, hunger and Ill-health and It requires a positive effort and a 
positive understanding to correct this blot on our civilisation* It requires 
a sacrifice, an individual sacrifice, on behalf of thousands of people In the 
privileged countries of the world* If we could only find the fire that lit 
men's hearts and wills In great spiritual crises In history. If we could 
convlnoe the statesmen and financiers and even mere important, the tax 
payer, that money s-nent on the underdeveloped countries will safeguard the 
freedom of the world as a whole, we would do more for the preservation of 
peaca than all the military budgets of all nations* If we could fire the 
Imagination of young people from the universities, of skilled technicians 
from the great labour unions so that they feel Imrelled to give a fewyears 
of their lives to thalr lass privileged neighbours, the world will be nearer 
to hap-lneas than It is now* What we need Is to convert a dry exercise In 
economies into sn active Idealism, snd If we succeed In doing so, the world 
will be a better place to live In* 

a * a e 
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Renort on Israel 

Beck from e brief trip to Israel after a jeer's absence, I wish to re¬ 
port to jou on the situation there and to convey to you the fraternal greetings 
of Histadrut. 

I found many changes. The economy ia still struggling, but progress 
is being aada. Unions are steadily growing in strength. Israel as a whole 
is faced with enorsious problems, but is gradually solving them, with organ¬ 
ised labor taking the laid in shaping the country's destinies. 

The one big problem troubling Israel today is security. Israelis are 
grappling with the vexing question, "How can the Middle East best be organ¬ 
ised in the defense of the free world?" This is complicated by the fact that 
the Arab countries persist in their refusal to make peace with Israel. 

Israelis are dimaayed by the announced policy of the Western powers 
of granting arms to the Arab states. Ostensibly these arms are to be used 
to protact thaaa countries from aggression from outside the Middle East, but 
Israelis are worried about the possibility of their being used for aggression 
inaida the area - against Israel. This situation overshadows all other con¬ 
siderations. It absorbs the attention of the Government and people alike. 

Aswrlcan labor leaders are deeply interested in these developments. 

You want to know what is happening in this vital and strategic area, one of 
the moat aansitive in our troubled world. Nothing can explain the issues 
mora affactlvaly and give a clearer picture than an interview with Prime 
Minister Sharett which appaared in the U.3. News 4c World Report on September 
17, 1954. I sm therefore taking the liberty of sending you herewith a re¬ 
print of this article. 

In this interview Sharett referred to Histadrut as "the passionately 
democratic labor movement." Replying to the question, "Are the Communists 
making much haadway in this part of the world?" he said, "In Israel there is 
a tremendous bulwark of the passionately democratic labor movement against it." 

In reply to another question, the Prime Minister of Israel said, 

"X think it ia true to say that from Gibraltar to Japan there isn't a 
country where democracy means ao much to so high a proportion of the people 
as it doaa in Israel. One of the reasons is that in Israel we have undergone 
an historic evolution which has created a powerful working-class movement, 
militantly democratic, which grew up and consolidated its positions long be¬ 
fore Communism became a menacing alternative." 
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Sharett 1 a answers to thaaa questions reflect what is common knowledge: 
that Israel ie what it is todaj largely due to the strength and influence of 
its labor movement. 

American labor leaders had a chance to discuss some of these probleme 
with Sharett personally. Seven AFL and CIO leaders met Sharett during a 
trip to Israel in August. The party consisted oft 

Harry Block, Vice-President, IUK, President of District Council No. 1, 
IUX and Secretary-Treasurer of the Pennsylvania State CIO Council; 

Ray Dryer, Vice-President of the Communications Workers of America 
and Director of District 5 of the Communications Workers, CIO, 
(Chicago); 

William Griffin, Chairman, National Miscellaneous Conference, Inter¬ 
national Brotherhood of Teamsters and Vice-President of the AFL 
Council in Seattle, Washington; 

Phil Hannah, Secretary-Treasurer, Ohio State Federation of Labor, AFL; 

Albert T. Lunceford, Secretary-Treasurer, Greater Los Angeles CIO 
Council; 

Roy Sieadller, General Vice-President, International Association of 
Machinists, AFL (Chicago); 

William Snoote, Vice-President, IUR and President of District 7, IUK, 

CIO (Dayton, Ohio), 

We of Histadrut were glad to be able to welcome these American labor 
leaders in our midst. 

Part of tha purpose of visit home was to report to my colleagues on 
the Executive Board of Histadrut on the development of trade union organiza¬ 
tions in the U.S. Throughout Israel, interest in American trade unionism has 
alwaye been strong. The activities of American labor on the international 
scene are especially followed with close interest. 

Fraternally yours. 

Moshe Bitan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Histadrut in Israel 

mb til 
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. . . ^Communists are stronger among Arabs than among Jews" 


But I am afraid the United States Government is, to some 
extent—again judging by outward symptoms—pursuing the 
same policy. It is ready to woo the frk-nclatnp of tha Arab 
states, maybe not intentionally against Israel, hut. in the actual 
result ot it. to Israel’s detriment 

O What was tha reaction here at Israel to thr anti-Semitic 
purges in the satellite countries and evidence at anti-Semitism 
in Bussia? 

A There was a very violent revulsion of feeling. We con 
demned that trend m the strongest terms. It was our con 
(leinnation which caused a rupture of our r< l.itions with the 
Soviet Lnion. But our reaction was com|iletafv vindicated 
when the Soviet rulers themselves denounced the charges 
leveled against the Jewish physicians 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE— 

O Are thr Communists makmg much headway in this 
part of thr world? 

A Naturally, there is a certain imuunt of propaganda 
There are small Communist parties—legal in Israal and illegal 
mi Arah countries. I do not envisage any sell impelled erup¬ 
tion or upsurge of militant Communism in anv of the neigh 
boring Arab countries. I do not think there is that dynamisn, 
in thr- Arab masses now. As for Israel. which is a dynamic 
country, there is thr tremendous bulwark of tlw passionately 
democratic labor movement against it 

O The Communists here in Israrl concentrate mainlv on 
the Arah mmorfts. don t they? 

A They are proportionately stronger among the Arabs than 
among the Jew-s. You have 2 Communist members of the 
Knesset [Israel's parliament] out of 8 Arah members, and 
you have 3 out of 112 Jews 

0 What's thr reason for that disparitv? 

A The chief explanation is that Communism in Israrl has 
always been anti Zionist. Arabs are largrh anti-Zionist, but 
I think the Communist influence among thr Arabs is on the 
decline 

0 In Israel? 

A Yes. in Israel It will be very interesting to watch the 
next election from that viewpoint 

O When will that be? 

A Almut a year from now 

Q Mr. Prime Minister, what is thr cause of the increasing 
tension un Israel's frontiers with its Arab neighbors? 

A You see. precarious situations very seldom stav put 
They either show signs of improvement and of progress 
toward a normal state of affairs or they deteriorate still 
furthei. Unlortunatrh. in oui case, the latter has been hap 
prning. If you ask me for the root reason of it. it all goes 
back to the persistent refusal of the Arab states to make 
peace with Israel and to establish or restore normal relations 
uf peace and stability withni thr Middle East. 

O l)» yew «ne any danger of this deterioration leading ta 
a renewal of hoatibtrrs? 

A Not nnmodiatcl), because Isaac) dues not want war and 
the Arab states are not ready for it. Tkn unstable stage of 
thangs, with occaaamal eruptions of manor ur mafur violence, 
can coagmue (or a long farm, enerv atasg the pcuplr cuocrmed 
and i auaang much headache to the governments. It n, of 
course, a temble paly, because g a a hands.ap lu peaceful 
development amd proa ess 

if thn state of *oo pence* enntanura whale the Arab 


states are armed or arming themselves and enhancing thru 
military might, a time may come when they will feel pos¬ 
sessed ol suhuml superiority of armed strength to trv again 
their luck with a war of invasion and aggression against Israel 
I said fur the time tieuig they are uot read) for it. and the 
memories of their defeat are still too mueh alfvt 

O But what about demands you hear in Israel for stronger 
action to force an immediate showdown with the Arabs—a 
military showdown? 

A Naturally, jieoplc get impatient, hut it is not the policv 
of Israrl, onrtainlv not of its Government, to force the issue in 
the military sense Of course, we stand ready to react to any 
provocation, hut we are not bent upon war. nor upon any ex 
|)ansfofi. Our desire is for stahility and development. We hear 
all sorts of fttt.isti< rumors about preparations on our part to 
launch a mayor attack. Dates are mentioned and deadlines 
fixed. These evil and foolish forecasts never materialise, vet 
they recur from time to time. They are the results of malice 
or sheer ignorance. or a product of morbid imagination 

O Is this no-prace-no-war policy of the Arabs interfering 
with your development here in Israrl? 

A Of course it is a handicap. We have to devote a con 
siderable portion of our resources to the upkeep and constant 
inproveoient ol oar defense forces. In the liorder zone, sou 
find settlers taxed vers heavily bs their watch duties. The 
Aral) economic warfare that takes the form of hoventt and 
block.irla is causing ns certain losses. We dun t enjoy the mar 
kets of the oefRliIxiruig countries, nor do we benefit from the 
nearby sources of supply We have to bring our oil over long 
distances from oversea sources, instead uf having it Dow 
through the pipr hne from Iraq direct to Haifa or of shipping 
it from the Persi in Gulf via the Suez Canal. We must pay 
more for the oil and pay more for its transportation But 
this is onh one side of the picture There are two othri sides 
ol this picture 

O What are they* 

A Well, the second side uf the picture is the was all this 
affects the Arah countries KiiiaiiciaUs. they lose mure than 
we because we have always, in years gone by, been buying 
mure from theui than we used to sell them 

ISRAEL NEEDS FOOD- 

O VWiat sorts of things? 

A Particulars agricultural produce tu feed our gruwmg 
populatiun. alan certain raw materials Our own food pro¬ 
duction has not in all fields kept pace with the rapid and 
steep increase uf our population in recent sears. Had the 
Arab countries been open to trade with Israel, they wuuld 
base benefited a great deal from the expansion of our market 
bn their agricultural produce 

You sen, instead uf buying meat ui Iraq, we buy meat in 
Argentina. Instead uf laying gram from Syria, we buy grain 
from America The same ■ true of the Egyptian cutton. So, 
they loae customers aD the time. 

Take another thing, tlie tourist traftc. That n scry much 
handicapped, not only tea us, but also for Egypt and Syria, 
bacauie of pooples malnlitv to make through bookings and 
uu-ortiniale travebng plans. If conditiona were normal, there 
wurdd have bcmi a great deal of cumoMrciaJ intercuarsr be¬ 
tween us and the Arab countries to thaw benefit as nine b 
an in nurs 

fConfmacd on page M ) 
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WARNING TO THE WEST: 
"DON'T ARM THE ARABS" 


EDITOR'S NOTE: la • MH mar atiout m fcrn* 
out in the Holy Land betvraan Jtraah and Arab J 
What should the V S do about it? Is there any 
way to keep both Israel and the Arab world friendly 
to the West? 

For IstmeF • vmri, Joseph Fromm Regional Editor 
lor “U. S News t World Report . inters tewed Prime 
Minister Moshe Sharett in lerusalem An Arab view 
was given by Egypt * Prime Minster Gamal Abdel 
Nasser m the September 3 issue of this tnaganne 
Each statesman gave hi* views without knowledge 
of the other ■ answer* 


'A i ShaKFTT. Prime Mintatcr of Israel, was born 
ip but mowed to Palestine with his family in 

1905. when he w«s 10 years old 

Mr. Sharett was first active in building up Jewish 
farms and trade-unions Then he became a top Jew 
ish spokesman m world diplomacv He was named 
the first Foreign Minister of the nem state of Israel 
in 1947 

This year, with the resignation of David Ben 
Gurton. Mr Sharett became Prime Minister —a key 
figure in diplomatic maneuvers now taking place 
in the uneasy Middle East 


Ai JERUSALEM 

O Mr. Prime M mailer. line* arm mg in Israel. I have heard 
constant denunciation of the \menc«m plan lo iuooii ama 
aid ta Iran VS hat a the reason lor the tempest? 

A If the Arab (lain realize, aa the\ are now m the proceas 
<d duaig. that. |>r«T or no the - . can get arms. why 

vhouid the\ make peace* The going nf arms t<i Arab datra 
• lark refute to make peace hrtnmr* a premium upon thetr 
potm nf permanent warfare against Iwael The arm* them 
enhance thetr rapacity for mwcbirf That n certainh not 
a itrp m the directnm of prate It to a atrp swsv fnan peace 

Q If we don t preside arm* In the Arab Itatcv hew no we 
hwakd up Middle Fail defense against Rinata? 

A Three a. ir«t nf all. the quntma of whether the Arab 
it ales tan at all he rehrd upon to play an elective part m 
an* war on the nde at the W ntrm u owe n or. tar that matter 
on the nde or a m owe 

The Arab Mate* have a tanehrmured trad ama of iZlag 
on the fence The* did very httlr In fight Turkey in the first 
War although the* arkueved then independence a* a 
i remit of g It am |u*t a nnulfatf to- them The* did on thing 
h> help the Alin m the n ci w d World W at They hnnh las 

imiruent when (atrurn lay pe nm en and faral* lihedmg 
They formally declaim! war puat to he able fa an are m the 
or to Ipae aa tniMni wtim • of (he Uarml N < 

■at durtna the war. tn an far aa the* 
ve bj idafina at thr im. !■ a< laf aa 
a* t* Hah (he film Us the wi ttwt iM thri hi' Iran 

They u). Tim 

ww y^n to tKr nytof yy Hr yyonf. mJ fHr oflwv 

yfw TW ifftyg navtr Mrt «r>il ■■ Hrvi tor rrs 

nyti orvfi Ml (Wvr>f yy* nr to H • 


of thr ccmffict that we can ascertain which party u stronger 
and which weaker Therefore, let ua hide our tune “ There 
n no democratic ideahvm whatsoever throughout these conn 
trie* Drmocvac* is not somcthuig that thr* would feel tn 
precious as to hr w<»th fighting far 

So. from the ™cnl of View of drtrndme democracy, I think 
thr Western powers should he warned against squandering 
their resources on thr arming of Arab statev 
0 W hat « the abrmatite? 

A On that opmsss mas dlfiei Rot aa tai as Iwael n cun 
cetned. there ■ a more crucial point ami that is that arms 
given to Arab states are arms direct oil against Iwael-poten 
tialh tnday, artualh tomorrow or thr da* after bn. we watch 
with profound damas and mounting ansjrt* thr polsci 
thr American (Government to arm the Arab it ate* Iraq toda* 
Fg*pt ma* he tuauarow. said Syria thr day after turner row 
Ihto creates an armed prepotodrrame m thr Middle Fast 
wlurh ■ ysolrnth hostile to ua It forces os to ttocre n w our 
armaments hy hunk or h* crunk. to devote e*rs a Lager 
«harr of oat iiuagri tranusret to wM-defi nar leehsito all thr 
time that American pntentiahtv ta pro* id< arms adi cscerd 
oat esuaerty lor her*mg them m such markets as are open In 
M> We thrrefm* (carser a state m vers g>avr peed for oat 
urgs g thto mars oa 

Wa are at a lam ta understand has tha L S can I reuse dr 
that pfsy art hri ssc ss rs pikes msd owres to see Iwarf 


Q Ml. rsstaa _ ■ - heard am 
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Use of Guns Against IsraeL Not Reds, Is Forecast . . . 
Why Border Tensions Rise . . . Soviets Wooing Arabs 


by Eg) pt of thr fulfillment of her legitimate 
national aspuations. provKled tlut con 
summation ones not encourage aggression 
against us. To see a pruceful Egypt come 
into its own is one thing. To contemplate 
an Eg) pt pledged to a state of war against 
Israel achieve greater strength with which 
to pursue it is quite another 

The whole issue depends upon whrthri 
the occupation of thr Sitrz base by Eg) pi 
will generate more peaceful counsels with 
in its ruling group, or whether it will 
entice them to embark upon a new aggro 
live adventure That is thr whole point 
And thr danger tn Iwael and to Middle 
Eastern peace id Egypt s aggressive nnrn 
tat ion will lm i me r* rn greatrr if thr accord 
with Rritair. s followed b* an Ainrrkan 
policy' >>f supplying arms to Egypt 
Q Couldn t thr Hanger ta Israel of Amrr 
■can arms aid to thr Arab stairs hr oflirt by 

■ corollar* program of arms aid for laraaP 
A The quniimi is whether it would be ooroDary 

0 Not nrmtarih guu lor gun. hat enough lo preserve a 
vale halamr of power between thr Arabs and learl- 

A I think it would fie safer d no irms were given lo Egypt 
Q And Iraq? 

A No srma to Kg)pt is Iraq, rsrn g it inaans no arms to 
Iwarf It would hr much safrr 

0 Bat Mr. Ftonr Mmntrr. cam the I'nited Stairs pastponr 
any p rogram of mlRarv aid at hosld ap of defenses In thr 
Mlddlr r am unld there h a settl emr nl between the Arabs end 
Iwarf—a settlement « hi eh. fas* etonceda, ns* hr asdefhiMali 
deleted* 

A I did not vuaarat that I snapfv do nol see whal Asets * 

■ gaming bv srmmg thr Arab state* few thr sake nf her dr 
lenses In thr Middle East, hreauar I dn not think the Arab 
gglra can he retard apon tn use those arms In thr defense 

of AfWflrt <jf iVvniK taca fHi-k Kd%T no dfMO(TlC\ ind, 
»Kfrrfnri rap Intrf j it to ilrfrtut ( 

O Perhaps Fi msii«i far Aieerira Ml taha a ralcalalrd 

itM In iKm - 

A A fkr total ad rid b pmrmeo. parhaps. arfcaa three b no 

l 1 ha 

■ cuio ■ vSr i arr t ren tor p apoto We lam rsadh Imnv the 
Arab slaSas behaved an such (ityutooto ta the insi 

Q What h tha n mem ta tiri af the Twhhh Pafidilaa part ■ 

wa da ant hetotg eototoMsa the Iraq and Into ham IT* 

A I dant ma the pracMrahly af hrtnqmg osma n-tkaTi 
aft. I Anl me thr wh’-eatapr n »— itoho ■ • I I dnal dunk 
N to onion lo «Mf thr r ep eeled frog I dMeh N 

• learn firm pus lo atabos nhimih swbkh eel ear 
osohe for imeddstm tost serve be otoewod< mserssel itifr 


and conflict. The aruu will not help to 
defend the Middle East against 
aggression. Thr) will undermine peace 
inside the region. Foi Israel thev spell a 
grave peril 

Q You coiiteod. Mr. Prime Minister, 
that we mold not count on thr Arabs tn 
be on the side of the West in thr event of 
war. Could we count on Israel? 

A It is nut so much the question of 
vour counting on Israel. The main point n 
that Israel counts on herself-if possible, 
with )our help. Democracy means to Lsrael 
as much as it means to you. It is out 
precious asset and a deeply routed tnsdi 
turn. It represents a set of social and 
spiritual valurv which are an organic part 
off Iwarh civilization. And what is most 
important to point out ■ that mtk us 
democracy ■ thr very birath of thr soasal 
and political life of thr common man. 

I think it ■ true to say that fiusn 
Gibraltar to Japan their isn t a country where democracy 
means so much to so high a proportion of the people aa it 
doe* m lirarl. One of thr i reams to that in larael we ha*r 
undergone an historic evolution which has created a powerful 
working <laas movement militantly democratic, which grew 
up and conaolidatrd it* psitnu long before C'cunmuiwsoi 
became a inraaeaig alternative 

O la that case, why mi I there asorc active csallaboeatson 
between Iwael and the I'nited Stall* aa the prahleais af 
acarityf 

A I believe that quritam vboutd be put to thr I'nlrd 
State* 

O Israrl. tbra. h mad) la enter alo alba nee with (he 
1‘aNed State* ta strengthen the defemr of thr Middle Faat* 

A Iwael has repeatedly deefared hr* rradtai u to do has 
vharr in the defense of democracy -of lire own democracy 
and of derma-racy geanally, Israrl ita w ds by that dada 
retain ft to for the l*nitrd Stales lo «a* whether she want* 
sto aUfe a re wgh Israel MV waat la be fnrnahi wgh thr 
I'nited Stale* aad we dn not want to raaar them rmhar 

Q la yarns aatataa, ahal n the Russian gnaw to the Middle 
Past right tototof 

A I mi Ml to lW 11 hAiIhb i of thr SnkiH Covfiiptoi 

I rmn rmh In fW ooNmi vtoptom of SovM pDHr> 

Tow Hv*v f hmf of lato tHrt Km iv> wwH MAh tot fW 
I'liRfrf \ attorn Viu ti Cdtorl to MuMW KmNvvi affair* 
H tHr to ol VlfeP rHb TW to* fW VfA Wd I IW> cttoT 
p a r pn w tod tWf tol to ftol fW frtofklUp #1 fW \raK 

Alto d tHr npmv 4 land I Mad W 
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"The Arabs’ 'antipeace' attitude should be unmasked" 


I would like to nuke one more doiiii on this matter of 
resettlement of the refugees For tire time Ix-ing. what is 
being discussed a resettlement in the Jordan \ a lies. It a 
not an ide.il place. The soil in the southern part of the Valley 
a poor and saline We are not against as mans people being 
resettled there as is possible, but unless the much wider, more 
f* rtile. ami climatically much easii r areas of Northern S>Tia 
ami Iraq are made available, we do mil think that any large 
scale resettlement of Arab refugees could be envisaged. 

Q But isn I this merels a first step? 

A Precisely. aud as a first step we ss i Iconic it We would 
only like to warn against the illusion that hs taking hold of 
the Jordan Valley sou can solve the eiitue problem 

X RESPONSIBILITY"— 

O What other steps could he taken to reduce tension* 

A \notl.ei step, and a most ini]>ortaiit one. ssmild be fixing 
responsibility for whatesei sin is committed-not letting pro 
pl<- get awas with theu violations ol the aimisticr agreement 
and ss itli (lie ii refusal to ntake ixmcv The point is that what 
the Arabs are trying to achieve is to oppose pcacr and. at 
the suite time to excajw all blame foe it. That is where the 
res|Minsihilit> -4 tlie great powers again comes into the play 

The Aral* “antipeace* attitude sliould lie unmasked and 
condemned, not condoned and pandered to Thes should 
know that if the) take up their stand on the |wjltcy ol on 
pe K'e. thes wll in cm lb*' uchuin n i world opinion for it and 
mg get aw.*y with that uhstioctmoist ami ucgatisr pubey. 

Tin inn of the problem is that while Israel views thr 
aruiistHc agret merit> as a liridgi to jx-aee. thr Arab states 
try to use tliem as a s-uver from lirhind wlmh thry cau carry 
on tlirir warfare against Isr.iel by all possible means short 
of a lull scale wai 

0 Whst shout the l\ N. Truce Supers hum mac haters, 
\fr Prime Minister* Do sou feel that it k adequate te deal 
with the trouble* 

A I sas it with a Icliag of very deep ;<kjri and drap- 
posnrmenl but I must record the lad tlt.it it has prosed 
inadequate 

O Inadequate in wbal stay? 

A We hase nescr hoped that the U. N lime Super' istun 
marhiurrs would he aHe ptivsiealh tu present vtoiatxiru 
the armistice our we had hoped that at Irast it wnuld he 
able to determine rrspnns&ilits 1 reset! to tha point id being 
responsibility. which a moat essential identdymg and naming 
the aggressor, which a a starting |ioiirt fur au\ internalseiaJ 
effort against aggression. It a prec tseh m that last that thr 
l' N Truce VuprrvHaoa machiners has id late faded au 
lemrutahlt 

O Whai mrtancea can star glse at thss effegrd fathirr * 

A Tak« rta- case of the sadden uutl>rr.ik nf hi mg li>«s 
the waffs of the Hid Crt) <4 Jerusalem against the |iea<eful 
mhalwlaots ut the New Cits Tha occurred un the Kith of 
June ludacranmale firing suddenly started fruai the nail 
fmai gs s news sectors. into the faah lhakly mhabrtaaJ 
quaitels and at piaasirti-hs m the stieets of lie Ness Lgy. 
whah a Israel's capstal We held ora Ire lor wane lane, hut 
then, as fbaig frsan thr atlas wdr dkl nut stop, wr bad to 
react, aad wo reactod at places faah sharply The sotta 
taste hrfotr the Trace Sam swan Ogamaatlow (hr 
Araastae C .. am- sad thr main paint tlwt bad to ba 


guilty partv would l>c its moral punishment and a wanung 
against repetition of such a wanton outrage. 

After days and days of painstaking investigation, at which, 
I am sun, the U. N. observers did their lioncst duty, the 
chairman dec Luce! himself unable to arrive at a definite con¬ 
clusion as to wluch side was to blamr 

Now. just imagine that this had been the verdict of the 
Tinted Nations in Korea. Fighting has broken out It is im¬ 
possible to tell who says the truth and who lies. The South 
says the Ninth started it, the North say* the South started ft 
The T. N. is faced with conflicting evidence and it cannot 
come to a definite conclusion. What would be the fate of 
world peace and stability if aggiessiun in Korea would not 
have l>een reacted to in tin- way that it »;»* That it exactly 
the situation, onlv on a smaller scale 

0 W mild a new form of l\ V supervision be more rffec 
live? One plan that sou hear mentioned frequently would 
have a fenee un the border, with V. N. troops palruINng A— 
A I have nevej beard alxnit any T. V troops | am not 
awaie ol the existence of such speews 
O W> had them in Korea — 

A In tlx - sense of gus eminent* providing troop*. 

O Government' could provide a small force to patrol a 
frontier fence, coiildn t they? 

A We are all in favor of a fence ir a series of physical 
olistacles along the fiontiers, pros id it I both sides will under 
take to keep them intact and use them as a harrier and not 
as a tmnping hoard for an attack You see the point? 

Sup|xi*e Jordan and Israel would grt together—o» would 
be brought together try the l nitecl Nations-and this plau 
would lie put forth. Israel would say "le»," and joidan would 
sas Tes " A plan would be winked out A fence. o» bits of 
it. would be erected at certain vulnerable points and lioth 
sxle* would solemnly undertake to watch over them and see 
that they aie not taken to pieces o» used as cover for an 
attack 1 think therr is merit in it. 

The same thing could lie arranged between Egypt and 
Israel along the border of the Ca/.a stnp Rut as for a L’. N. 
force, we don't fancy it Its not practicable 

"ARABS CONDONE ATTACKS 

Q As I understand a, much of the border tension ■ eauaed 
hs Arab infiltrators crossing the border into Israai Do you 
hebrse that this mfiltrrtmn n organized by the Arab guvam 
menls or encouraged by them* 

A It n certamly condoned b> them In cans where the 
Aiali Legion opera fire, the rcapunsibiiity .4 the Jordan Cov 
einment n mure pronounced and direct In tares where there 
is inbkratma by an»nyrnnur people. the rrsponrihihtx n rtill 
there In-t ante under the term* of the armistice agree merit 
exh J.sn merit ■ ies|»>niihle ha acts of s loir new and foe 
ilk gal i inssingi ui the bne un the part of Mr nationals So, 
even m thine eaae*. the rr»p,«»ib*li«) of the Jordmt Cars run 
*™f. •* *4 anv other Aiah government concerned, n un 
maslakahlr 

0 ffeel there aha hi barn a gawd deaf af crticaa af 
IsraaTs method of dr rim . with adUtratnaa by tetalhrang 
'dap> hs rrrm where adhralm h haaryf 
A I dm I thmk that crgicswa haa nchafed thr charge that 
Iwarf bar Parted the practn of adferatam. at that * haa 
ever wifhoid any ptmraatm rant parade acmes tha border 
1 rorate mil an psear 
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. . . "Nobody would start firing 

to roti and kill, or that it has in anv other form taken the 
mitiatisr of suddenly kindling thr fire* of aggres*ion in an 
atmosphere of complete calm and serenits 

O What is thr purpose of these retaliation attacks hy 
Israel? 

A It is a natural reaction to aggressive violence of jveoplr 
brutally attacked so that thr other side should realize that 
Israel is not there sitting with its arms folded to he assaulted 
by anyone with impuruts 

0 Do sou find that retaliation tends to improve secunts 
m areas where heavy infiltration has occurred? 

A Mv experience is not direct and personal, hut it stands 
to reason that it is only that kind of occasional reaction that 
makes the government <4 the other side alive to its respon 
sihihtir* and leads them to make efforts to take the situation 
in the border zone firmlv in hand 

HOW TO GET PEACE- 

O l>n the other side—I have been traveling recently in the 
Arab countries—vou hear that there n no hope for peace 
until these attacks across the Irontirr erase— 

A Then let them stop their unprovoked attacks The ino 
merit thes put an end to that mischief, the moment thes 
take firm action, complete calm would be restored and pre 
sail thereafter Nobody would start firing on our side |ust 
for the pleasure (4 firing 

O If thr Arabs were willing to direuse a peace settlement, 
what would hr Israels terms? 

A We hase said times out ol number that peace with 
Israel can only lie peace with Israel at it n-not as romelxidv 
would want it to be. not with an iiragmary Israel, but with 
a real Israel. Israel within its jirrsent boundaries. Israrl with 
its present population 

Q In short, no fundamental territorial changrt or fepairia 
tsos* of reiugeer* 

A Precise!* 

O What about the question of Jerusalem—how would vou 
handle that m a peace settlement’ 

A Jerusalem would have to stay as it is I think it r the 
simplest and moot hopeful approach to the problem of peace 
that it should he on the Irasts nf ttatiu quo Therr mas he 
some slight mutual adpntmentr and some further mutual 
curscesvinna in the be Ids of commerce, communications and 
what not. hut as to territory and aoverrtgnt*. and as to pnpu 
lataxi therr ahusdd hr no tampering with major existing 
facts That applies aho to Jerusalem Thr c«t\ has been 
divided We dunt know when and in what form its units 
wiU ever he rr-eslabluhrd It Is no use speculating about thr 
dtstant future Peace an our tune can nnh he attamed hs 
accT]iting thr facts 

O And soa can cuvnagr peace with a disidrd Jerusalem? 

A Mint crrtamls To purtponr prwer on thr presumption 
that one day Jerusalem will hr united means putting <41 
pence tall God knows whrn 

0 What ahaat thr hwfs place. si Jenn.lsm’ 

A The mart important of thr holy fdacm mm concentrated 
m tkr did City. aa you mas hr aware and thrrr the* are 
trip art Or Modem. Chraatam sod Jewish It Hi • pnr admiral 
thsH hardh any Jewsih holy ptuce exists a InaaL 
the two or thoor char! shrinm ol Judanm me off 
Arah- c u » rt r u i ad te n Hues -thr Mafitng H afi. thr Torah 
td llarhaf. thr Cara ol WmhpaUb. whara 


on our side juit for pleasure" 

lieliesrd to he huned. Abraham. Isaac and Jacob, with their 
wives 

Inasmuch as therr is a problem of holy places, and If the in 
trmational community wants to exercise its supervision, we are 
willing to co-operate on that basis. Naturally, wr claim all along 
our right of access to our own holy shrines in the Old City 
and in the rest of Jordan territory for visit and worship 

Actualls. the Jordan Government is under a solemn obli 
gation, by virtue of the armistice agreement, to give us that 
access. It is one of the provisions of Article VIII. which they 
have repudiated in its totality. That is one of our constant 
indictments against thr Jordan Government for having vio¬ 
lated that article, and against the world powers for having 
tolerated that violation without condemning it. 

0 Mr. Prime Minister, what are the main problems you 
face as sou go into your seventh year as a nation? 

A There are two ma|or problems. On the outside, it is 
peace w ith the Arab states. (hi the inside, it is the attainment 
of complete economic stability, of a balanced economy We 
are progressing toward it, Imt wr still hase difficulties to 
overcome 

0 Since IMS, whrn Israel was established as a state, vou 
have admitted. I understand, more than 715.000 immigrants. 
Have all of these been absorbed? 

A The question is bow son define "lieing absorbed.” If 
sou mean that not one of them has liern left for one single 
day brradlrss. that not one family has been left without a 
ruof over its head, that not a single child has lieen left witlmut 
schooling and no smoualv sick person without medical help, 
and that. b\ and large, thes are emplosed-thrn son may sav 
that they have been ahaorlird 

If, on the* other hand, sexi mean b\ alisorptioii that they 
are all emplosed productively, accommodated in permanent 
dwellings, and are fulls self supporting, ihrn they have not 
yet liren fulls absorbed There it a great deal of effort and 
capital and initiative needed to make them productive and 
lulh self -supporting. That is the whole meaning and purpose 
of the effort in which we are engaged-speeding up produc 
tinss in all fields, discovering and putting to good use new 
water sources, unearthing minerals, creating new industries, 
look in* lor otl. and so on 

ISRAEL'S FUTURE- 

O Vt hat da vou see as the outlook for the future for Israrl? 

A The outlook a one of a bard working, modestly livng. 
cultured democracy, making the best of its human and nat 
ural resources by a prrsrstent pioneering effort, advanced 
education, improved technology and painstaking scientific 
lesearch-learning from thr rvpri irate af other natams and 
putting its Iranons tn tbr heat possible use It a our baatc. 
purpose to foster tbr ties of hinthrrhouil with the Jewish 
communities of tbr world Wr rely on thru assistance and 
spiritual attac hment ami wr hope tn contribute to thr en¬ 
richment of then cultural life 

It a our amhttmn rsrsrtuaJIv to ralnidiah reiatiom of pnd 
nrighhorhnraa and powerful cnflehoratmn with tbr Arab 
stales, with whom we are leads to pool rfiorts aimed at 
material and surtal pro pr ia, lor tbr benefit of the rntoe 
legtoo la so isnma we do Oot ptupme to Jurat ouraefses 
of osar ontversaf tradition Hr ate a proplr with world aaaa 

that 
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. . . "I do not tee the possibility of on early settlement" 


Take Jordan as a case in point It is a landlocked state 
They have got just one narrow outlet to the sea. and that is 
the Bed Sea, but they have no port there. We would have 
been ready to grant them free port facilities in Haifa, and 
that would hase lieen much more convenient for them 
O Would you still he willing to grant Jordan free port 
facilities at Haifa as part of a general peace settlement? 

A Definitely. As soon as they would stop the boycott and 
open their country to trade with Israel 

O Even short of a formal peace settlement? 

A Thats right As soon as they stop their economic war 
I are and establish relations of economic recipr«»cit)-not by 
way of an unrequited present from us, of course Now the\ 
use the port of Beirut, which is far off and forces them to 
resort to a mundabout route 

ISRAELIS GROW STRONGER— 

0 You said there were two other sides to that picture of 
the elects of the Arabs no-war-no-peace policy. What 1 the 
third side, Mr Prime Minister? 

A Now. what you have called the "third side uf the 
picture is the way we react to this challenge It is the tot 
uf the health of a system whether it succumbs when hit, or 
whether it resists and overcomes the threat. If it is healths 
enough to osercome the danger, it gets stronger in the 
process. It rnwTgi-, stronger from that trial than it was hefoie 
and that is. I think, exactly what is happening in our case 
O You mean, in the long run, the Arabs pofics may make 
Israel stronger rather than weaker? 

A Precisely Don't you see, faced with this attempt to 
strangle us economically. we have had to exert ourschet to 
the utmost to attain the maximum degree of economic inde 
pendente, to intensify our drive for seif-sufficient v in food 
aho to foster ccnrwar.x and trade relations with countries 
farther afield When we lotind the nearbs markets closed 
to our ndustri.il products, we had to look fot markets else 
where We now export gnuds to Standinasian countries Fin 
load, a great deal to Turkey, also to France It ts exactls tha 
state of rent*Mint blockade to which wc have been sulqrcted 
that has provaled ai impetus for the expansion of our export 
trade and lor the Harmful quest of more distant markets 
O Haven t yaa also been compelled to bufld your own 
larri haal fleet as s result of the blockade 1 

A ExactK Me had vets rnpidh to develop our merchant 
so as nut to de|K*nd <ai the ships o| countries which 
be buHn-d hs Arsb threats into avoiding oui pints 
Sa. we have Unit up a i .crhant marine which is quite -./able 
for a country -n ■ an dim* iismr.s 

lo IMl »s had a total tonnage uf S.tXNI tons, today 
we have isi-t 12(1.0110 t-»ii» It » in inc-risaM ot tw cotyloid, 
and I thaik we have a larger t rrchu-d fleet than the com 
I wired fleets id Syria. Iraq. Lrlaaun. to sex rmlhvg 11 jmJaii 
Q Mr P n ms ninanr. aa m me a paaidrilil■ lhai these 

■ i am.. cm of the hlarkade-the advene caaae 

p»'- m ta the Arab states, that is—may m ttoae sdLci them 
la make paaea? 

A ' • that m the read, a coats or later, the true term 

rsxammi u ‘ ■ scat of a8 thaar maatnai or boaad to pres 
firms wna or s pdM down of Iwifitv hapl up iXilr In 

palRarai prryudne. and a triumph of aortal aad snauna m 
meets the day-to-day aaieastr of tha masses of people. ah> 

are aaamaa la raar then staadaads rd W* Org aad lo rare the* 


bread in greater comfort. I say sooner or later that logic, 
which is inexorable, is bound to prevail. We shall then have 
the benefit of direct intercourse with the neighboring coun 
tries, but we shall by that time have built up positions and 
relations of trade with more-distant climes, which, we hope, 
will always remain ours. At the end of the process, we shall 
have won and not lost l>y the blockade. Of course, this is no 
reason for wishing it to continue 

0 What, in your opinion, are the prospects of an earlv 
peace settlement—an over-all settlement? 

A I do not see the possibility of a complete settlement at 
an early stage. I do see some possible progress toward It, but 
that depends a great deal—maybe to a decisive extent—on the 
inapn world |>owers, and particularly on the United States 

Q How does the United States come into it? 

A First, the most profitable direction in which progress 
could Ire made is the resettlement of the Arab refugees. In 
that, the United States could use its capacity for economic 
aid to encourage and foster protects for their permanent ab¬ 
sorption and integration 

0 But America has tried to do that for several years. 
We’ve offered to contribute a considerable amount of money 
to a United Nations fund to settle refugees, hut the Arab 
states have so far refuted to permit resettlement— 

A I think there has been some unfreezing ol that attitude 

USING WATERS OF JORDAN- 

O Do you consider the Eric Johnston plan fur developing 
the waters of the Jordan Valley as a step in that direction? 

A Definitely. I would nut associate myself with the John 
stun Plan in iS its features, hut I would say that the Johnston 
miss inn was certainly a step in the right direction. I also 
dunk Mr. Erk Johnston as an individual is tlx right man 
for the masani. if I may say au. judging from my experience 
with hm 

The idea of negotiating by American incili.it ion an all 
round water settlement is eminently sound, both lor its nxvn 
sake-that A. lor the sake of the water settlement -and as a 
means of getting the parties concerned to realize that the\ 
cae only achieve something worth while if th« \ poll together 
and not apwtt So. from Imth thine stand|>oiiits it is the 
ight approach 

0 la Israel reads to accept the basic proposals Mr. Johnston 
hat lulwoittad far utilizing the Jordan River? 

A As iar as we are concerned, everything dejiends on tlie 
details nl the ntual plan lliat moons primarily tai the alke 
< at tun nl the watrss If water ■ going to lie used as a jm 
llticaJ bribe. no agreement will be possible But il the « .dri 
will be allocated uo the principle uf Urw mach water each 
state actuals needs and how much water it can put to brie 
Aid aw. that is another thrg 

0 Thais a tnrks quest ma to g aw ds. YMtos ta iaakz the 

lafifsaf 

A It a a matter iA give aad take As things siaral at |»rx 
i i.t. Mi Johnston f»s on Ha pl and c on sul t ' esdl pacts Lat 
aa bs.-|!e that fit the end hr all sort ai haanae' oat oanethoig 
pane accepts to afl parties. To iararl si 
It of paramamt —yta rr Three las t a 

hi tha mm lo okki orin a ra rial a it a to laid 
Wc aag. tfcaaaiaM. nasal on oat doc il.aar Osa 
aa C 
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Building Workers! Trade Union and Coooeretlve Kntarorisa 

Iaraal'a National Union of Building Workara was founded in 1946, aftar a 
long period during which a number of aeparata local uniona workad through local 
labor councila. Ita meabershlp roae from 6,000 to 25,000, now embracing about 
<5 par cant of the building workara in Iarael. 

The union rapraaenta a wide variety of tradaa and occupationa, ranging 
froa excavators, foundation drillera, atona-draaaara, iron-bender■, bricklayers, 
plaatarara, tila-layere, aaphalt workara, concrete-mixer oparatora, road-workers 
and aurfacara to paintera, foroean, building ■aterlal workara, quarry workara 
and common laborere. 

Tha national union haa succeeded during ita abort period of existence in 
introducing a number of important improvementa in the working conditlona of ita 
membera. Tha building workara 1 convention in 1946 adopted a standard daily wage 
throughout tha country, with no difference between urban and rural wagea. In 
194B, when the eoat-of-living index roae ateadily a a a reault of maaa immigra¬ 
tion, it waa decided to link building workara* wagea to the general cost-of- 
living index. Approximately half of the building workara are on a daily wage 
baala and half are on piecework. While it waa comparatively aimple to win aat- 
iafactory wage conditiona, it waa rather more difficult to aettle the problem 
of aocial benefit a. 

B uil d ing Worke r a* Insurance Fund 

Because of the casual and temporary nature of their work, building work¬ 
ers were always at a diaadvantage aa compared with other workera. They seldom 
work long enough with a single employer or building contractor to become sligible 
for such social benefits aa annual laave, paid holidays, provident funds, ate. 

The union therefore took the initiative in establishing a Building Workers' In¬ 
surance Fund made up of contributions from workera and employers. Out of this 
fund, administered by the union, the workera now receive social benefits not 
inferior to permanent workera in other trades and occupations. Like other mem¬ 
bers of Histadrut, they are covered by the health services of the Workers' Sick 
Fund. The Building Workers' Insurance Fund also contributes a part of rest home 
ampenaas during annuel laave, aakea maternity grants to members' wives, and 
offers loans for housing and other purposes. The employer pays 20 per cent of 
the payroll (2 par cent sick benefits. 1 per cent accident benefits, 3 per cent 
contribution to workers' Sick Fund, 4t per cent vacations. 3 per cent Provident 
Fund, 3 per cent severance pay, 3$ par cent paid holidays] snd the worker 3$ 
par cant (3 par cent Provident Fund, £ per cent vacations) of his wages toward 
tha aocial benefits. 
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locational Training 

Another iateraeting feature of the union'a activities le the vocational 
training progran It haa initiated for it a aaabere. Faced with the urgent task 
of eonatructlng heaea for the eany thoueande of immigrants who had cone into 
the country, eftar the eatabllehaent of the State of Iarael, the union (with 
the financial halp of the Ninlatry of Labor) introduced 15,000 workere into 
tha induatry by a ay st aa of on-th»-Job training. Tralneea were organised in 
taaaa, haadad by an experienced worker who acted a a an Instructor. These teams 
were than engaged in building housing projects during which the aen learned the 
trade. This aystsa proved very euccessful and aany housing projects were built 
entirely by these traineee. Today the union is engaged in orgenlting advanced 
courses for theea new workers in order to halp thea gain higher grades and 
ett*in a higher standard of living. 

In tha lest two ysars, the building industry has had soae uneaployaent. 

To encourage building ectivlties, ths union has placad considerable suas of 
aoney froa its insurance and provident funds st ths disposal of Histadrut for 
loans to builders. It is also taking an active part in the movement launched 
by Histadrut to transfer unaaployed workers froa the towns to the countryside 
for agricultural aettlaaent. 

Cooperative Contracting Company 

Most fascinating is the story of how the building workers, through their 
union, fought unaaployaent in their own trade before the State of Israel was 
bom. Living under the administration of the British Mandate, which was not too 
friendly to tha country's aspirations of development, the building workers de¬ 
cided to provide Jobs for thasselves through a cooperative contracting society. 
Incidentally, Swedish building workers acted similarly and establishad s coop¬ 
erative building society of their own. In 1924 "Solel Boneh," s contracting 
company, mbs created fer and hy tha labor unions. In 1927 this company failed, 
mainly because it granted credit too generously. But the aen who founded th* 
first Solel Boneh did not give up hope. At their insistence Histadrut in 1934 
derided to try again, and the present Solel Boneh wee founded. 

Lessons had bean learned froa the first failure. The leaders were deter¬ 
mined that this tiae they would be lees generous with credit. They had a nucleus 
of highly trained workers, engineers and administrative personnel, with an accu¬ 
mulated experience of aany years in building. Since that tiae Solel Boneh has 
grown steadily and now encompasses 186 enterprises asplaying soae 35,000 workers. 
Tbe financial assets of Solel Boneh hsve grown considerably, aeinly due to the 
fact that its annual profits are not divided aaong share-holders but rather 
"plowed back” into ths fira, in the fora of new investments. The aen who manage 
Solel Boneh do not receive salaries of big business executives but rather aodest 
salaries of trade union officials. 

Solel Boneh played its part in the war-effort during World War II. Hista¬ 
drut aeabers worked throughout the Middle East building airfields, army barracks, 
hsrbor facilitiae and other installations needed to defast the Axis powers. To¬ 
day, Solel Boneh carries on that tradition. It is now working with American 
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caupanlea in Turkey building airfialda for the free world. 

The 186 Solei Boneh enterprises include L2 factorise, 40 plants affiliated 
to a Stone and Lina Company operating quarries, shipyards, construction firms and 
otiiars. A nusber of these coapnniss were foraed and developed solely by Solel 
Boneh, while others wera established in partnership with privste capital, Israeli 
or foreign. The fir* is also a partner in three forsign contracting firms in 
Cyprus, Turksgr and Finland. 

Solal Bonah is particularly proud of its baaic industries organized along 
saodarn lines, liket Phoenicia Glass Workers at Haifa; Tuval Gad Steel and Con¬ 
crete Pipe Factory at Migdal Ascalon; Alliance Tire Factory at Hadera (in coop¬ 
eration with American investors); Sultan Metal Works; Middle East Tube Company, 
manufacturers of steel irrigation pipes; Nesher Cement with plants at Haifa and 
Ramie; Israeli-Argul Works, structural steel plant at Acre; Motor and Electrical 
Kquipmmnt plant; Ceramics plant manufacturing sanitary porcelainware, floor 
tilae, etc.; Ha mat metal works, as wall as a melting plant and a seamless steel 
pipe plant in Israel's "Little Pittsburgh," at Acre in the north. 

While the business form of Solel Boneh nay prove to be strange to American 
trade unionists, its initiative and inventiveness will not. Through Solel Boneh, 
Israel trade unionists have forgad another weapon in free labor's constant battle 
for security and higher living standards. 

Mothers' Housing 

One of the ismedlate and direct advantages which union members gained from 
these acomomlc activities was lnexpenaive housing. Through its housing company 
Hlstadrut has so far enabled some 30,000 families to build Inexpensive houses and 
apartments throughout the country. Many workers' suburbs have been erected. 

Since 1950, about 10,000 units consisting of 3$ rooms each have been sold to 
union nsmbers for 1,500 Israeli pounds. Union members received long-term mort¬ 
gages from the Government for this purpose. Incidentally, these inexpensive 
housing projects were also instrumental in reducing the cost of housing in the 
open market by forcing private contractors, through free competition, to calcu¬ 
late on s basis of reasonable profits. Thus the entire population of Israel 
has indirectly profited from labor's economic activities. 


Fraternally yours. 



Mo she Bltan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Hlstadrut in Israel 

mb til 
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VOLUME TWO - NUMBER FIVE 

fey, 1954 

Tha labor movement of Israel celebrates two holidays during the month of 
fey — Labor Day on fey Firat, and the national Independence Day, which this year 
was observed on May 6th. In Israel there is a special reason why organized labor 
can celebrate both theae occasions, not in narrow confines, but in the wide open 
spaces aa the central participant. Histadrut represents the majority of the total 
population and the Labor Party heads the coalition Government. The young nation 
rests upon the shoulders of organised lab^r — a fact clearly understood by the 
man in the street. 

This issue of the Newsletter presents a brief account of how these two hol¬ 
idays were observed in Israel in 1954< 

Israel Celebrates Ita Sixth Anniversary 

The correspondent of the New York Times reported about Israel's Fourth of 
July, ita Independence Dayi 

From Dan to Beeraheba and from Acre to Elat the blue and white flag 
of independence waa flying today. This was the sixth annual obser¬ 
vance of the deeply held feeling of the people of Israel —r that 
every day in this state is independence day. 

"I at laat have a country," said an Israeli to an American on the way 
to one of today's celebrations. "You know what that means. You have 
a oountry. It ia right for every man to have a country he can call 
hia own." This fervently espoused national pride was not merely the 
dominant theme of the anniversary. It waa the source of Israel's 
great achievements of the last year and of the previous five years... 

The irrigated area of farmlands was increased from 550,000 dunams (a 
dunam ia approximately a quarter of an acre) a year ago to about 
700,000 dunams. This year's harvest undoubtedly will be larger than 
last year's. Throughout the fertile areas of the Sharon and Philistine 
Plains, new citrus plantations were to be seen. Along many roads and 
on the mountain sidea groves of young trees were beginning to shade 
previously desolate places. 

New industrial plants stood by the road in quite a few places. The 
nuaber of people employed in industry, the amount of electricity used 
for industrial production and the value of what was manufactured all 
roae during the last year. The consequence of the year's work in ag¬ 
riculture and industry waa twofold. Goods were somewhat more plenti- 


HISTADRUT HOUSE * 33 East 67th Street, New York 21, N. Y. * Tel.: REqent 4-6010 


■A I 

ill % 

* i 




NEWSLETTER 


Pig( 2 


ful in the ahopa. And Israel's exports reached a value of $59,600,000, 
compared with 145,400,000 in the previous year. This gain in exports 
brought about a small but hopeful change in Israel's international 
trade balance. The vslu* of exports amounted to only 20.8 per cent of 
imports. But in the previous year, the percentage was 14*6 per cent... 

The aajor feature of the Independence Day celebrations was a big Military 
parade held in Raale, a town between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. About 100,000 people 
froa all parts of Israel came to watch the parade. Raale Itself is a syabol of 
Iarael'a reaurrection. Every one of its 20,000 inhabitants is a new laaigrant who 
arrived in Israal during the last six years. 

labor Par Celebrations In Israel 

Iaraall trade unioniste celebrate Labor Day on Nay 1, as do so nany other 
labor aoveaents, particularly in Europe. Both APL and CIO sent Messages of greet¬ 
ings to trade unions in foreign countries for these celebrations. As in other 
countries, too, Iarael'a Hay Day observances have in recent years becoae the oc¬ 
casion for demonstrating Histadrut's orientation toward the principles of freedoM 
and desKCracy. Iarael'a tiny CoMaunist Party has been excluded froa these denon- 
strations to prevent it froa distracting attention froa the real beliefs and opin¬ 
ions of the vast Majority of Israel's wtrkers. 

In Tel Aviv, over 10,000 workers attended an evening rally which was ad¬ 
dressed by local Histadrut leaders. In Haifa, thousands of workers and youth 
aarched in the Hay Day parade. In Jerusalem, a aass nesting was attended by 
Iarael'a President and Hrs. Ben Zvl (both veteran Histadrut aeabers) and was ad¬ 
dressed by a representative of a Burmese workers' delegation now visiting Israel. 
Arab workers narchad together with Jewish workers in Haifa, Acre, Nazareth and 
Ramie. Rallies of Arab workers gave proadnence to the fact that Arab workers 
hava joined Histadrut trada unions in the past year. Speakers praised the achieve¬ 
ments of the Arab worker in the past year and the aid given him by Histadrut and 
the Hlnistriea of Labor and Agriculture. 

At Shfar Am, the celebrations were narked by diatribution of trade union 
cards to Arab workers. Hr. Salah Safadi, an Arab trade unionist, told a nesting 
in Raaaretht "We want to becoae a responsible eleaent in the endeavor to imple¬ 
ment the aims of Histadrut." 

Pride in Histadrut's positive achievement was expressed by Mordecai Namir, 
General Secretary of Histadrut. in a broadcast over "Kol Yisrael," the Israel 
broadcasting gyatem. Brother Haair described the "unique power" which is embodied 
in Histadrut aa "a power which is increasingly at work and which raises the Hista¬ 
drut to be the central instrument of economic and social progress, of national up¬ 
building and of unification of the diverse iaadgrant groups." 

Hrs. Golds Hr arson. Israel's Niniater of Labor and Histadrut leader, made 
a radio broadcaat in which she described the labor Movement in Israel as one which 
has indeed learned froa labor throughout the world, but was never given to blind 
ladtatlon, a fact which "has enabled it to becoae a movement for the upbuilding of 
the State and of the nation.” The Hinieter also dwelled on the close cooperation 
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bvtwwn the Government end the Hie ted rut in various field ei vocational training for 
wo Hi ere, youth educetion, the extension of lebor legislation, end above ell the 
newly enacted eociel security lew. 

In e special Key Dey Message issued by the Executive Bureeu of Histedrut, 
the workers of Israel were celled upon to renew their efforts in "the struggle for 
e haelthler econoajy* for the expansion of the country's own sources of livelihood, 
far the achleveaent of econoaic independence, end for preperedness in the fees of 
the dengers which confront the country in the security field." They were elso 
asked to raefflra "their feith in the lebor movement's vision of peace end secu¬ 
rity, of huaen freadoe end liberty — of a world free froa hunger end war, froa 
ad eery end fear." 

The aessege welcomed the strengthening of Histedrut's bonds with the world's 
free labor aovesMnts which followed ite Joining the International Confederation of 
free Trade Onions. 

Special greetings were sent to the thousands of Arab workers who ere now 
■ambers of its trade unions and Mutual aid institutions. Histedrut pledged its 
determination to "Maintain forever their equal rights within our aidst." 

The aeeaage concluded fay declaring that on this dey "the working coaaunity 
of Israel demonstrates its faith in its aission, its confidence in its way end its 
faithful striving for the brotherhood of aen." 

fraternally yours. 

Mo she Bitan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Histedrut in Israel 
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Mr. David Back, Preaidant 
Brotherhood of Taaasters 
ICC Indiana Are., MW 
Washington, D. C. 

Taar Brother Tfecki 

I thought you alght ba interested to read the encloaed 
aaterlal p^Mahnd by various sourcea on the tension in 
tha Middle Ha at. 


Fraternally youra, 

U AK\ / x 

Mob he Bi tan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Hlstadrut in Israel 
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Egypt’s Blockade Practices 
In The Suez Canal and 
The Gulf of Aqaba 



By ABBA EBAN 


Am hmatmdo r of It r o e l to the l mit m d State* and 
Pe rmanen t firpretentnttrr to the Lotted .Motion* 


ISRAEL OFFICE OF INFORMATION 




EGA ITS Bl.< h:k ABE PRACTICES l!N the 
s| 1/ CANAI. AM) THE GI EF 
OF A</ABA 


The (losr rniiMiit of Israel now returns to the Security Council 
to seek the immediate ct ssation hv Egs pt of hostile practices which 
' lolate the general principles of interuatioual law. the puqxises of 
the L’mted Nations ('barter, the specific provisions of the Egyptiau- 
Israel (General Armistice Agreement, and the decision of the 
Security Council adopted in this scry case on Septrinlx-r 1, 1951. 

Nfy delegation h.L\ noted with satisfaction that the Set nrit) 
Council lias decided to discuss tlus Israel complaint as an wide 
|tendrnt subject at meetuigs of tin* Council devoted to that subject 
alone For indeed the question lief ore us opens up wider |H-rspei 
tises than those winch usually arise in discussions of armistice dis 
putes The freedom of the seas, fidelity to international conventions, 
the legal and political intt grits of Die F.gs ptian-I*rael Armistice 
incut, the sosereign rights or maritime nations to trade (reels 
fw-tw ifii and upon the high seas, the future of Egyptian ls.ael rela 
tuns the authority of the Security (Council in matters affecting 
international [X ace and secunts—all these grase issues will lie 
hs tlx- Sevunts Councils action in thu question of crucial 
importance fur tlx- MxUlle East and for thr United Nations 

Mxise all. tlx- Security (Council faces a decisisc test of its author 
its Never hrtore has oue of its decisious. oserwfxdnungU sustained 
hs the world community. come hack to its table after the passage 
of years witfxxit at is progress basing hern made, either towards 
tomphance or towards an effort of enforcement. The situation 
hrfnrr us is therWore more acute than that which engaged the 
Security Craincil i anxxxis concern in the summer of 19(51 \n 
armistice s xdatiofi which had then hem in force for two and a 
half years has now remained xrttfxait rerfress for live years since 



1 



tin- signature of tin- \grccmciit. The restrictions denounc'd hv tin 
Seeuritv (mined in 19ol have not nnlv !><•« n in.nut,lined, lint 
defiantly extended. The losses and dangers infiieted without justice 
or law upon niv country and others have |>rimn to the propoitions 
of a major international outrage. The rehellion is now not onh 
against the Armistice Agreement and the earnest requests of the 
l nited Nations Chief of Staff, hut also against the Secuntv 
Council itself. Since im Coycininent, after an unusual exercise 
of patience, has decided no longer to acquiesce in the arbitrarv 
violation of its right, we have clearly reached .1 turning point in tlu 
s«*uritv of our region 

The conflict on free navigation at Sue/ is lie tween Kgvpt on the 
one hand, and tlu* opinion of mankind on the other The issue is 
drawn between progress towards |u*acc and the frank exercise of 
alleged “rights of war " The dehates and the decisions of the Sivn 
ritv Council in these* coming days cannot fail to lead us in one dint 
tion or another Will Fgvpt accept the international verdict in favor 

non-belligerency and the abstention from hostile acts** Or must 
Israel and other countries adapt themselves to the Fgvptian theurv 
of an active state of war. and draw all the conclusions which a policv 
of war imposes upon governments against whom it is directed? 

Seven of the present mcinlxrs of the Seeuritv Council partici 
pated in the discussions held on this subject in l‘K| Three of the 
other four members of the Council have a speciallv intimate con 
tern in their national capacitv for the maintenance of free naviga 
tion in international w ifervvav s F shall say nothing to add to 

s dilemma, except to confess a frank curiositv in how he 
intends to resolve it. and to recall his freonent advnc ac v of the 
Seeuritv Council's dutv to reouirc the metis nlous observance of 
the \rmistK*e kgrc«*mcnt—and of Ss-curits Council desisions on 
thoss agreements 

ORIGINS OP TNC EGYPTIAN RESTRICTIONS 

smh wealth of varies I i.-viu-ricns r ass* inhletl aiound 
this uutr upon which lies a rrnolutuai whish tlu* Sesurilv (atoned 
has alreads adoptesl. it might seem unitescssarv to siiniman/e ths 
pres is a is niux’i ot this question. or to argiu* (mints wins h tlu* 
Ssvuntv OhiihiI has dcs isivclv rexohcsl I uiulerstaiul. however, 
that it >» the desire ol mam repress utatives. as it is the right of 
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world opinion, to have their memorv revived concerning the historv 
this important international question 

When the Mandate for Palestine en<i<«ci on M»v 14 194H 

Kgvpt. together with other Arab governmi nts. opt nlv undertook 
armed mt< rvention against the newlv established State of Israel 
In the course of this intervention, launched and maintained in 
defiance of repeated Security Council resolutions. Kgvpt establislmd 
a general blockade against Israel and liegan to visit and search 
of all natior ahties passing through the Suez Canal, thus 
violating the freedom of the seas and contravening the Cnnstan 
tinople Convention of ISHh under which tin* power contiguous to 
the Sne7 Canal ts KoiiimI to keep the Canal " aluai/t . . . free and 
often in rime of uar a* in time <rf jtrarr to even/ intrl of commerce 
or of uar without distint fion of flu g.” The avowed objet five of 
this blockade vva• to prevent the passage of ships earning cargo 
to Israel 

MEANING OF THE ARMISTICE 

(hi febnwrv 24 l‘M9. a (General Armistice Agreement was 
signed at HhutM-s iK-tween Israel and Kgvpt in the presence uf 
Tinted Natrons representatives, |)r. Ifalph Himche and General 
llikv. The Tinted Nations ( hief of Staff reportid to the Securitv 
Count il on Jnne 13. 1951. i IkKiimnit S 2194' that 

'It iia> • ertainhj iiitit r inti emulated at Hinnies tluit 
u, in erren. an act of hhnkade n milrl In rimtinued In/ 
out ot the minus to the General Annitticc Agreement 
than flic i/rars alter it hail been tinner / ’ 

This then ts an authoritative interpretation of the meaning of 
tin- Armistice Agret merit Notwithstanding the signature of thiv 
\greinient » all itv categorical injunction in Art* le II (2) against 
an' warlike or hostile ai-t. the Kgvptun (.oserninrut continued to 
maintain a long list of items itH-liiding ships important categories 
of gtsxis ami particolarlv petroleum, as subject to vemire as run 
tral rand if found destined for Israel 

Ship* transporting or suspected of transporting such mods were 
iletained for vi»it anti search, ami goons of certain 

removed and cutifiscated The threat of forcible mterfcrimoe 
acted a» a iletrrrent to the normal trade whft h wtittld 



have passed through the Sue/, (.anal to or from Israel. For example 
the hundreds of oil tankers whx.li pass annuallv through tlie Sue/ 
( anal were allowed transit iniIv on condition that thev avoided am 
destination in Israel. Thus the blockade operated mainjv through 
the deterrent efh-cts arising from the existence of the regulations 
tlietmelxes. and onlv secondarilv through *|>ecifk' acts of inter 
lerencr with certain \essels, in eases where the deterrent iiillnrnci 
of the regulations had not l>een sufficient to prixent trading with 
lsra< I. In seeking to justify these regulations the Egyptian Gov 
eminent has franklx admitted that these are Imstilc acts dependent 
a state of war." Indeed, tlie whole practice has been hased 
on tlie assumption that Egypt possesses an interuatioiiallv recog 
10/4x1 right of war against Israel whkh all otlier Fowiis ari 
hound to respect 

VIEWS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

August 11. im the Security (ahiuci! took note of thi 
Armistice Agreement lx-twi en Egypt and Israi I which had been 
ctaickided pursuant to its own Hcsniution of November 
On March 24. I‘H9 the Hrpresentatiye of Egypt had stateil in tb« 
Security ('<niik.iI that the Agreement had lieen animated by bis 
cosmtrv s spirit of peaceful ismperation and bv it* policy of "respect 
for tlie Sesnrity (.ouimiI and unlailmg compliance with the Sivnritx 
domicil* Kevilntinu " In its Kesuhition of Vigust II, 1949. the 
Security (lourK.il decides! that tlie Armistice treaties supirsi-ded 
the tnxe It was tlicrefore, tlie sense of the Sixuritx (liNiiKil that 
the restrictioiis impos<-d by the truce should ini longer lie applied 
bv one party against the other, or by the I’nited Nation* against 
both Incidentally, the blockade was illegal even during the truer 
a* established by the (Ihief of StafTs nilmg The Armistice was 
far more expfk it in rrtpnrmg the total abandonment of all hostile 
acts. It emerged clearly in the SiTuritx (lonncil * dtscsission that 
while wine Armistice Agn-ements m past history had been 
aged a* mere temporary mterrnptHin* of renewable hostilities with 
the result that certain lirlligrrent practice* ciNild he maintained 
this particular Agreement was a contract In the twro parties to re 
iNNince am pmspret of resiewsxl hostilities and thereby am rights 
or duties hated upon that pruspist I)r Ihmrlie who had repre 
sentetl the Tmtcd Nations m the negotiation of the Egypt Israel 
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Vrniistice iik lit and w!ki must. tliereforc. nr n yarded as the 

c lilt f tinted Nations authorits on the mterpn tat ion of tliat \ 14 ree 
inent, reported to the Secnrits Council on Juts 26. 1949, that Kgsp 
ttan restriction' on shipping were contrars to the Xfjreernent which 
had now oeen 'Upied and which the Set nritx Council wa' alxMit 
to entlorst Mt 

Thf \rtiu \1 ut \urt t int nt \ fire not thr mull f»'U< t w ttl< 

merit. hut tht oulij hit uitrrnn lotion <>f t/11 tr eery 

pro 1 Oh io o that tht 1/ sijjii 'll thr fit// of tin niilittinj 
ft tin Ptih '/me situation 7 ht oh ft tint thonltl 
l» to rrstorr normal roiulitioio of in tit 1 to tin fitllt ft jmwihlt 
1 rfmf Thf rutirt hrritati e of reWrn limn it hu h (It 11 lovotl 
out of thr mi'll rltirrfl u nr should non hr none tin <ji/ n ith 
rhrn should hr ’rn mot run ut tor Iruifimatr %hipt>tti£ anil 
no 1 rstiofx -if th Hurt 0111 imn kimii shoultl In allot/ ‘ d to 
rrmatn hi thr if art uu onush nt u it It Inttli tht Irttt r and thi 
spirit of tin .Vmivfio A|;rrritu’iiti " 

I>m Vinrits Counc il on Vngmt 11 1949 
tlx sii'nalorx kr"\eminent' to ohserxe tin Xnni'tKi Xnreeininifs 
and letnintletl them that those \i»ret incuts 'include firm pledges 
against am Inrther act <4 host lilts Ixtwtin tlx- parties " 


ACTS OF HOSTILITY UNJUSTIFIED 


That the ox* iut<ie pr as tK es .it Vs / aie at 0 <4 hie-tditv 
( <*fl VS Kn Ii and Israel liavr .ilwavs aficnl lixlriil 

it has Ixiii a rate feature <4 this east that tht two partx-s anti tht 
l lilted Nations autlhif Ifx-s (mmUHtl I taw not tliBnrd tat tht 
thua tact' anti dehintxai' imolw.I It is agreed Its latth |urtx' 
tliat Fgspt iltas jHcetKi lime aers m rr»siiiiis and that it tha-% so 
mi tla as\iiiii|>tioii ns r c\|H <4 a stat« • »♦ *»*» llx oh. flat has la* • 
tin tlx f 10 |>tiaii ' K’S» tfi.it .11 Ii tit* nt laistilrts art Ifgitunat' 
iim 1 tlx ihxtiHM siipjairt# I In 1 * 1 . 1 # I • I . tlx iiiailtinx pmits tlx 
of Stall it flu t t ilt« I N iIi.m.' and the Sti nflts C imiiiHI that 
'oi It acts an ii>4 l> gtlirnali tml that lh-n 1 * ixi pisfrlh atxin fit 

ttu-m ni am Iiin'iii staff <4 war 

Tht Vmrfh C#wn« if* il n' N fnn nt hifint 1949 thus mwrtr 4 r4 a 

that the Set nuts ( taint tl dal tx4 rspnt that an» arts <4 
eixitmix if that « vi tal >i art alter thr tsaatimnn 






THE DISCUSSION IN THE MfXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION 



It is nhxioiis. of course, tli.it the Seeurifs Council's decision to 
restore legal freedom m the sale and nurtha.se of arms to govern 
■in nts 111 tlie area cannot possililv he reconciled with au\ \lew that 
a state of war coutumeil to exist 

IVspite tin- char sentiment of tlie Security Council and its rep 
resentatixes for aliaiidouiiig all acts of Imstilitx anil. < s|N-ciallx. 
of blockade. tlie Egxptian practices continued in full force. On 
August 2f. 1H!I. the Egx ptiau-Israel Mixed Armistice Commission 
made the following decision: “The Shu d .Armisfirr Commission 
think* it hat the right to demand that the Egiffthan Go* eminent 
*hatt not interfere uifh the uaxiaur of good* to Itrael through 
Suez Canmf " 

continued to refuse compliance, and appealed to tin 
Spxial Committee established to I tear appeals against the decismos 
or itHnnetence of tin- Mixed Armistice Commission. This Com 
inittee consists of representatises of the two siguatorx governments 
meeting iindc r the- i hairmanship of the- I’nited Nations Chief 
nf Stall 

The appeal was Indeed Imt fonrtren months |msw<<I without ans 
almndonment ot the hlcx-lcadc. notwithstanding inanv mdisidnal 
thr maritime powers scmminriY. mv 
again drew thr attmtmn of the Secirrtts Council to this question 
m I Atohrr I8V> After a lirirf dtscucnnri uurmr which seseral rep 
rrae-ntatisra con de m n e d the Egyptian partite in vienmus tenns 
thr Sennits Council referrrsl thr nattiv hark to thr Spec sal (aim 
mittrr for a fusal attempt to reamse it withtu the framesiri of thr 
armntKe tnarhaierx. Thr Secsiritx Council has alwass refused to 
discos* thr nilwtance of problems sou putting before the Afixrd 
Armistice ( ommirunn nr the Special Ccmmittre I am 
that the* niN continue to lir its poftes. hr otherwise we must lirmg 
all our c u iwolamcs oucu rrsniseci and unrraufsed. In the CaHiiMil's 
table So far. hoarser Irena fixing ans sarniaai In the Kgs plan 
that MRdit thr Armwtae Agreement the |wrtr> might con 
tmur to anon certain pofasrs cm thr gjnwnds of war. thr Srssirits 
m its rsewauciua ut Nos iswhee 17, iwa*. nxsilnl that tla 
igiswaiv nmnr a israri awl thr A rail stairs whalnl 
ftraa pirdfn aganwt aan I aether arts of huatilttx he tween thr 
parttrs 
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Itt Jamutrv and |mu' |!B|. the Ismcl Kgvpt Sp/x ini ( nmniittix 
met under the chairmanship id famral Hilev to hear the nixx-al 
the Kgsptian Cio\ eminent against the decision of tfie Mixed 

\rinistife (ommission on \iignst 2U Ihh) 

THE VIEWS OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHIEF OF STAFF 

I he < ,'hiel of Staff re|x»rted on tfie work of this ( aimmittce in a 
letter to tfie Smurits (.onncil on |2 June 1951 iS 21 1 >4 > His 
i hs« r\atioiis on hi half of the Sjxx lal ( oiiiiuittie (halt with two 
|Xiints The first was a matter of |iinsdHtion. Did the Miseil \miistici 
( oinnilssKMi have snffieientls wide terms of reference to deal with 
such a I in Mil international ijiii stum as the Kgs ptian him. kade J 
fn the second place the < Ini I of Stall dealt with the ijnestion of 
si distance whether Kgs pt had a right to nianitani these practices 
< >n the |iiri*dK tinnal |X>int the Spe« lal ( oninnttec held that the 
Mixed Arunstue (onnmsMon lai ked the cnm|X'tcinx- to deal with 
tin matter Ixxanse ol its restrn ted terms of referemc The reason 
gisen for this rulinv lx>sse\i'r was not tlut the him kaile was con 
sisfent with the aninstKX' hot on the ixmtrars that it was such a 
gras e Iweat h that a higher organ must render the final decision 
Tile < hicf of Staff said 

It u ifiuti i lt*ii t to me that 01 turn taker, ha ptian antin 'ri 
In \ in inter finite n it It out so in of goods ili\tnuil for Itrarl 
through mi Suez ( anal mutt tx inn.sidrrid an iiggri nit i 
a. turn Similarlu I mutt of no ewiiii i oruulcr that tin 

intirfm mi i U it h fin iNiiwigc '<1 goo:/-* l.s u hunt Ur ilit 

In nu / amnion thi* inlrrirrrni i is an ngpriw c and hortili 
in turn 

stated fnrtlx-r 

I mint aim wo/ that thr m turn of thr h Citatum author! 
hr i in that inrtani e is in nut r ten entirely lontmrti to thr 
the (Imrral \rmntu r Ijiii mrnt ami ifim in tail 
rrojtardizr tit rtf nine turn ttannic It not 

at H hart 1 s that u hat is m rffrrt. an «rf 
Wi* huh or at /ms/ nn ml undertake* in thr * f*rtt of htnek 
and hat ini' thi f met nil rffot of one umt*a nr < rmttnmrd 
hy our of the nartm to thr (r nrml \rmUtur \grrem r nt 
in orr than two mart after it hml hrrn ii^urd ' 



The Chief of Staff * report on the work of the Special ( ominit 
tee went on to make it clear that the matter should he referred to 
the Security Council, lie saxl 

It certainly h eltar to me that the ipiestmn 
lirrr. Fithir the r.ptmtutn intrernmcni must, tn the sinrtt of 
the (h'ncral Armistn r .Agreement, relax the praethr of inter 
farmer with the jxi.ssage of poods drstined for Israel through 
the Suez c aruu. or the i/urstum must In- referred to 
higher comnetent aiithi>rrtu. . The (General Armistu r Agree 
meat u as nri er intemted to firm i tic a cloak for the rom 
mission of arts hi) timer ixirru ichu h in their intent and 
effects are Indeed hostile " 

Hie Chief ot Staff concluded itli what he tailed a strong 
rec|iiest to fclgvpt to "desist from tile present practice of interfering 
with iukkLs (h stuied fur Isiael through the Sue/ Canal, since such 
acts can ouls 1* constrin-d as inconsistent with the spirit of the 
Armistice Agreement 

In accordance with the Chief of Staff's opinion that tin 
ipiestion must tie rvfrrriii to some higher tompi t< nt autlioriis 
tlie (iose rmixiit of Israel brought a complaint to the Secnrits 
Council mi Juls 11. I MS I 

THE If51 DEBATE 

The Security Ctanxil desoted its clow aixl earnest attentmn 
to this pfoWiui for seven weeks at the end of which it adopted the 
of September I IMAI <1 till text of the fftSf Resolution 
an Kpprsulix ) This R«-sr*hitioo Is the hasx- 
doesnnent fix the Secnrtts s aainc ii s prrsuit consideration Th« 
issues resolved in the wi disoissxwi are of great importance 
nothing has ha|>p *ned si nee that tune to Htangi 
thr- basic legal prhxspb-s at Issue 

In opposing the likxAailr rrstnctxais Israel snppcted b»’ a 
mapnnts of the Count fl a r run I that the appltcatxm of the 
txios was a "hostile ati as indeed Krsnt had eoofesard. that as 
such it was inrsaistsiem with tlx- Armiiticr Arreement wtiX’ti the 
two parties had snhintanls signed: that Ih Hunctw and Oneral 
Klin should hr suppoctrsf in their assertion that neitlxs parts 
retained H indeed It had es ex nnssessed thr right to rw sris 



warlike acts such ;is blockades. against each other: that hgspts 
invasion of the State of Israel in 194N against the injunctions of 
the Securits Council (lid not endow Kgspt with special privileges 
rights of war which the Securitv Council should now hi 
called upon to recognize, that Kgspt could not invoke rights of 
'self-defense or self-preservation as pistificatinn of this action 
under the terms of Article 51 of the Charter, since no armed attack 
had Ireen made against Kgspt. not had the Securitv Council 
failed to deal with the situation in cpiestion. that if certain sovereign 
countries desired to trade with Israel and other sovereign countries 
made their ships available for that pur|Xisi. Kgvpt had no right 
to imnose its will upon those countries or to obstruct such legiti¬ 
mate commerce hv exploiting its prnpincpiitv to the Suez (’anal, 
that the grave losses inflicted oil the ecoi.omv of Israel and of 
other countries through these restrictions constituted an out¬ 
rageous injurs hx one meinlier state against others, that since all 
members of tin I'nited Nations had p rmanentls renounced armed 
fore* as an iii'tmincnt of national police on single state could 
>eek respect for belligerent rights since hclligcri ncx was nothing 
hut a political and legal formula for regulating the threat nr 
use of force th.ct there was therefore no room within the regim • 
of the ( charter for the classic conceptions of legitimate ivcingerencs 
< s|*x iallv in respect of hostilities not sanctioned he the l luted 
Nation' .md. indeed, imdcrt.iki n against its explicit will, that 
irrespectixe of whatrxer other Armistice \grcements in past 01 
present Instore had allowed or forbidden, the Ague incut signed 
be Kgspt and Israel at Hhodist on Feltruare 24. 1‘44‘J. ntterle forltade 
ane actum leaded on the rights of war. 01 on aue presumption 
of renewable hostihte. tliat the Sectirite (anincil in its Hrsolutions 
of \ugust II. 1*444. and Noermlar 17. 1U5U hid ornxtle defined 
tfu- \rmirticc Agreement as a pemsanent pledge tn abstain from 
all hostile .icts. that if Kgs jrt were fri-e to commit fnistile acts 
its choree against Israel, then Israel would lie flee to commit 
lantile acts of its choree against Kgspt and to invoke 'a state of 
war as legal foundation foe tlw-se actions, that, acvordingle anv 
in the Kgsptiau [wactice or in tlie grounds on 
which it was hared must inevitable lead to ttic i ollapse of jM-acr 
ami ses suite m the Middle Kasl. that Isreond the special pros isnais 
of the Arm lit ice Agreement and at tfie Securitv (Council Hnaki 





turns tin- Egyptian practice violated general principles of into 
national law which protected the rights of all nations to navigati 
Ireelv «ijh.ii i and l>etwe*n the high seas, that while the easi 
against tin- Egyptian blockade rested primarily and directly upon 
the \rinistice Agrc* incut, the Sicurits Council Hesolutions and 
tlu United Nations Charter, this practice was also in tin- view 
of in utv delegations inconsistent with the Constantinople Con 
ventioii of 1SS8. that for all the alien c reasons the Sicnritv Council 
had iKith the right and the duty to require Egypt to abstain from 
such nit* rference with tin- trade of fsrael and other counhies and 
with the rights of maritime powers; and that the Security Council 
should issue a \i relict not only against the Egyptian blockade 
r«‘str let ions as site'll but also against tin- very concept of lit lligcrencv 
i■ Imiii which the Egyptian practice sought its sole pistificaion 

Mfmlnrs of the Security Council, with varying de-gret s of cm 
pliasis. s|x>ke stronglv in favour of each of tin se themes Outside 
tin- Council nearly all the maritime powers found occasion to 
r.press their interest Ixitli in miconehtioual freedom of navigation 
and in tin- imiueeliate and total abolition of these illicit Egyptian 
regulations For m-rt was an attempt by Egvpt to apply its legis 
lative authoritv. midei sanetion of force, nut enlv to its own citi/eus 
and territory, hut also to ships, the maritime rights and tin- com 
iiMfc ial policies of other s*ivereign States 

ANALYSIS OF THE I*S1 RESOLUTION 

Then* were the mam arguments against the restrictions. A 
study of the Hrsohition adopted In the (Jeanicil on September 1 
IBS1. reseals how fully and csanpiclicnsivrh the Security (amiieil 
its high autboritv hcfimd tin- ease for tin* csanpletc tenninatimi 
eif tln-se practice* 

In the first two paiagraphs irf its Hewdution the Security Omiieil 
its pres mm liesnintions of August 11, i*««s. and Nosembtr 
17. i**i. which interpreted th*- Vnnistne Agreements as including 
flint pledges against ans further acts of liostihtv between th* 
|Mrtie* w Blockade- practice* are hv illiiv ersai isawiit of tsairar 
acts of Inutility. 

In its thud paiagiaph tin Sec untv C< Mined drew attention to 
the report of tbr Chief of Stall of June 12. uni. riprmmf the 
npemiMi that the Kgvptian interference with shipping jrsipardned 
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the effective functioning of the Umistice Vgrec incut." In the 
uint' Report the Cliii f o| Stall had refi rred to this Kgvptian 
practice as a "hostile and aggressive ait" and as .1 police the cun 
donation ol which had definitelv not heen envisaged hv the parties 
when thev set their hands to that \greeinent at Rfnxles 

In paragraph 4 the Security Council noted that Kgvpt had not 
complied with the earnest ple.i ol the Chief ol Staff that thev 
'desist from the present practice ol inti rl< ring w if h tin- passage 
through the Sue/ (.'anal of goods <h stilted for Israel" 

In paragraph T which is of decisive importance in relation 
both to the Sue/ Canal and to auv other similar practice and 
which constitutes what the representative of France was later to 
describe as "the legal foundation of the Security Council's action." 
the Security Council determined that the armistice regime is of a 
|>emianont charactei so that neither partv can reasonably assert 
that it is actively a belligerent or retiuires to exercise the right of 
visit search and seizure for auv l< gitimate purpose of self-defence 
In paragraph fl the Security Count il determine*! that tlie main 
tenance of the Kgvptian restrictions is inconsistent with tin- central 
pnqxtses of th« Vrmi'fk* Agreement 

In paragraph ? the Security Council discpialifietl tlie Kgvptian 
practice oti general griNiuds of mternatioual maritime law hv defm 
nig it as an abuse of tfie exercise of tfie rigfit to visit search ami 
seizure 

III |iaragraph S tin Security Conn* il cati got leal h dismissed tli« 
Kgvptian isNitrntisni that th«- Kgvptian practice rsnikl h«- justified 
•in the grounds of "self-cIrfeiNe " 

In jiara graph *4 the Security Cotmcil csnxiemned the aft»-mpt 
of thr Kgvptian (a«seminent to impose its legislation and its policv 
of hostility t*> Israel upnti other (outlines noting that thou- restriv 
turn* r* presented nnjitstllrrd fnterfemirr- with the rights nations 
to navigate- thr sras and to trade fns-lv with <aie another Including 
the *rah States and Israel 

Kinalfv in paragraph M» the Security Council callrd upon 
Kgvpt to terminate the rrrtnrtiuns >wi thr passage of international 
commercial shipping and gmads thrcaigh the Sssrr ('anal wherespr 
iMond. and to ewasr all inter f erence with such shipping hrstmd 
that mpard far technical cnnsndrmfinns of safets nr for thr 
huisancr of mtrmat waial cunsenttons 
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offence. I should again make it clear that flic blockade works prin¬ 
cipalis through the ver\ existence of tile- regulations and their con 
sequent deterrent effects. and only secondarily through actual 
assaults and confiscations. Ilasiug no itie.nis to osereome the force 
at the disposal of Hgsptian authorities in the Sue/ Canal, maritime 
nations ha\r been compelled n Inctantlv to respect the vers - re 
stnctions to which tlicv and the I'lifted Nations are totalis opposed 
Thev hase had to agree, against their own will and interest, to 
asoid bringing certain cargoes to Israel as the price of passage 
through the- Suez Canal, in which their rights of nasigatiou should 
regarded as absolute and unconditional. The serv knowledge 
that interference is either certain or possible carries out the 1 purposes 
<4 the blockade- Tims, in a sense-, the- fe-wer the actual incide-nts 
of iletention and confiscation, the- worse- is the- position and the- 
gras it the- proof of transgre-ssion bv tin- se-rv e-xistence* of the 
regulations 

me- gise tsso illustrations of this point: First, scarcels a 
smgle one of the- hundreds of tankers passing e-ach \e*ar through 
the Suez ('anal has recrntlv tried to sell part of its cargo at the- 
Israel port of Haifa. This simple prose-s. liowevsT. that the- blockade- 
in this ri-xpect has bee-n ccmiple-te- and wate-r-tight. ami that the 
Kgs-ptian (aisernment has e-xtorted from other gosermne-nts an 
iinwilhng surremdeT to its own ille-gitimate regulations For it had 
Ism proclaimed and practised that uliene-ser a tauke-r i xe-rcised 
its unoeniiHesi right of delis e-ring its crude nj! to Israel as in ans 
other sienirerranean (met. it ssonld lie- nibfe-s t to p« nattier and 
sanctums eflrstisels pre-senting its future- operations hi the- Sue-7 
Canal Sr*cuts tankers which lued 1 xeTeased thu right had been pot 
on the Kgsptian blade list." Teiik <4 miliums <4 dollars hase 
lost to Israel and large* sums to other count ties tlircNigh the need to 
purchase tlieieisaueU uf miles a was the ml which shookl lie available 
lex-alb if F.gs jit stopped its puacs This u mrreis a single- item in 
the great balance uf kiss mfiictrd h% this ilk-gal hkwkadc 

Secuod. the same- a true c4 luae-l flag *htp The- nght e4 ships 
<4 all uatiusialitirs | u bee nas igatieai through the Ssarr Causal 
feisth pertains to Israel ship as well as to uthe-rs \lthemgh we 
[xiasrsj tins unduuhtrd right, we hase mi far rrframed bean iwfng 
know-sag full well that the Kgvptiaw n-gulatmm. aHhongh 
condemned bs the Sec wits usmcsi are neves the-less being rter 
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e-ixe*d and would lx- .i|iphed against silt li ships For the- same reason, 
mans- plans and prospects of legitimate trade between Israel ami 
< minifies on the African and Asian continents have had to be 
renounced, for im> other rrasem than that the position in the Sue/ 
('anal xvaterw’as- is governed not bv international law. but bv illicit 
•tnd arhitrars practices im|xised bv Kgspt against tlie will of the 
international conunnnits 

Tims. \shen it is argued lor Kgspt that the traffic through the 
(.anal lor destinations other than Israel is constant and that the 
ic tnal confiscations are relatisels lew. the argmia fit is itself an index 
ol Kgvpts succevsrm and flagrant transgression It is like an armed 
Inghwax rohher saving that less psiple pass along his route these 
class in a direction which he elms not approxe, and that lie there 
tort seldom has to use his gnu. The more traffic passing through 
the Canal lor destinations other than Israel and the lewer the 
e-oufiscatlons. tire more drastic and effective does this prose* the 
to b<- 

R EC ENT DETENTIONS AND CONFISCATIONS 

Nexerthcle-xs there- lias Irecn artixe* inters e*ntiixi hs ttie* Kgx|*ian 
.eiitlMirlties hi case*s where M>xere*ign csNiiitrie-x haxe righte-enisls 
to In* mtimxl.ete-d hs tin* re*strktise regulations tlie-mxelse-s 
11 m* Kgsptian aeitl$oriti«*s base drawn lip a lilaei list e4 ships 
tiearilig certain liiatiTluls to Israe l, and [lenaltirx arc imposed euxrli 
xc-sw Is xxlx n tlx x pass threxigh tin- ( anal Tile* diM-nilurkaticMi 
of their crews mi Kgsptian soil is tmlnelelen and wate-r aixl fuel 
are* w ithf m lei Hs the middle of 1 HjII. the numlxT (4 ships mi this 
lrl.ee k list had re*a< hed NS of which 70 wire* oil tauke-rs — unel this for 
tlec crime c4 attempting to trade- peacefnlls with lsrae-1 threxigh an 
iiite-rnational wate-rwav This fulls explains whs such S'esse-ls hast* 
foeiixl it hare! to e xercise the*ir fre-e- c heiK-e in r«*spe*ct nl sisiting 
Israel ports 

Freim time to time- ms f imerniix-nt has infermed the Sevuritx 
( exiiMi! e4 specifx acts w hie h illustrate the incidence e4 the blexk 
Jin I will re-count smile* e4 tlx- merst rece-nt e*pis. de s 

(hi Ortolier SI IW a rargn of meat on the Norwegian s rssel 
Itmifnrst prexerdnig freim Massawa to Haifa threxigh tlrr Sort 
Canal was cmiiiritrd 

On Jaimars I IWi the Ikaensh slop ' \ndreat Rost was 



detained hi the Gulf ot Kl.ith mi its join lies ftom Kl.ifli to Morn 
li.iwt It Writ escorted hv in armed corsettr to an Kgvptian cnm- 
niancl post ,»iitl hi Id for 21 hours On its was bai ls from Momlsassa 
to Klath fins Danish vessel was again held up at tin- entrance to 
tl»«- c .mi on March 10. j»>>. and held against its will for 33 hours. 

f>ti Sept* other 2. iyi»'l. the Greek ship Parnon ss is detained at 
Port Saiil on its vovage from Haifa, with a cargo of building 
materials for Klath and of Israel manufactured motor cars destined 
for Momhavsa Tlie ship seas detained hv the Kgs ptian authorities 
for II class. and its cargo lorcihls held 

On N‘o\ember 4 |0f>3 tlie Norwegian sessrl Rmitrost was again 
detained in the Canal on its wav from Klatli to llaita and two 
fishing fmats on hoard destined for Itals were (onfisc a ted 

On DccciiiIm-i 1 l*f>3 Kgsptian guns fired at the 1’nited States 
vessel ‘ Mhion' at the entrv to the Gulf of \oaha with a cargo of 
wheat from Boston to the Jordanian |>irt of \cpha Tins was a ship 
ment of w heat to nalm.-c famine in Jordan The Kgs ptian authorities 
stated that tin a had acted in this ssas in the lielief that the ship’s 

destination was tin Israel jvirt of Klath It is of course a fact 

that an \mcricwii or indeed .ms other vessel has precisely the 
same right to proceed to Klath in Israel as to Aij.iha in |nrdan 

and that in neither case is it the husinc-M of the Kgs ptian far.ern- 

ment to interfere- ss-th its free passage 

On December I ft I'tVl II** tons ot meat and 20 tons of hides 
.ilmanI fin- Italian -.hip Kr inc-a Maria were confiscated on the- was 
from Massawa t<> Haifa 

On rVcemricr 20. l't>3 a cargo of clothing and bic silos rn 
route from Mrlltniirnc \ostralia. to Genoa were caiiifiseated from 
the Norwegian ship I .art tail on the grounds that the ship had an 
Israel (Wirt as its destinaticNi 

On Jarmars I I$>4 Kgvptian gunfire was dins ted at the entis 
of the Golf of Aejaha agaiust the Italian ship Maria Vntonia 
the was Irntn Massawa to Klath The ship was ton ibis ioni|M-ll«sl t<» 
rrtom to its port of origin 

Other maritisnr powers are in |kism-ssiuii of iiiiormatmii ahosit 
mans- more incidents than these which Itase oam to ms (arsern 
ment \ sjwc if* notic* I is reawwi of the destination to which the 
ships were proceed mg 





THE NEED FOR TOTAL ABOLITION OF REGULATIONS 

(hi some of these and other occasions confiscated cargoes were 
released after protests hv the governments of N'orw 
ItaJv and Fthiopra, or after representations hv other governments 
in Cairo; or perhaps because it was deemed that sufficient damag< 
had Ixen done to flic trade concerned through the deterrent effect 
through the damage of perishahle <arg«x‘s or through the ••nor 
mouslv inflated c-osts impose!I hv such delaw Such acts of presumed 
condescension. Imvvrvir. arc entirelv irrelevant except insofar as 
thev prove that reallv s igorous concerted action hv the I'nitcd 
\atnais. supjxirtril particnlarlv hv the maritime powers, might well 
liave the' mecx of bringing about the total annulment of these regu 
latinos This is our minimal objective. For the release is anv isolatiil 
ship or cargo is not of the slightest substantive interest to my Gov 
• rameut and docs not constitute anv degree of compliance by Fgvpt 
with the Secnntv Council Resolution of September I. 1951. Indeed 
there has been no change whatever in this pattern of regular con 
fiscatiou and occasional release, no change whatever in that pattern 
as lirtween the periods pnveding ami snet ceding the Si-curits 
Council resolution of i Si ptemln r 1951. For these spii ific inter 
frienccs are merely a siihsiinarv part of a blockade pnliev which 
works inainlv hv the verv existence ami general application of ilk it 
regulatkxis Most shipping which would trade with Israel has been 
effectively driven ofl this rixite. ami the restrictions anil humiliations 
of tlx* kind which I Iwvr described. ami of whK-h so mans maritime 
i-ounfries have leen the v k-tims are m«*reh deatined to remlet an 
alamvt total IdueLade oompletelv water tight 



EXTENSION OF TNE BLOCKADE 

Not content with waiat.inimg the existing rcgnlatxws against 
<mI, ships and ao-callrd “war nxitrafwxd ” in vkilatinn of tlu* Securitv 
Omncil Hesolntxxi the FgvpOau (imrmmrnt has 
still further in its defiance, bv extrfxhng thrse rrxtrictKxix Imth m 
spece and m form The Security < hum il will have nowni mv refi-r 
mce to threats ami arts of force against shipping in thr Gulf of 
Flath ( \c|ahu 1 on thr grounds that such shipping was dcstfrird 
foe thr Israel pat of Flath Tin- interfiTencr in ijtMstkm is enn 
iha-tisl fmm the islands Tiran ami Sanafir. prrvkxisls uninhahftnl 
on whx'h Fgvptian forces took up tlx'* station u» thr cuunc of thr 
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ar 1449. hrocn this tantat’r jxiint. too. tlu a Egyptian (»m< riiinent 
lias dctcil like a highway rohlier at a narrow crossroads, dictating 
its will to those wIk) |>a.ss to anil Iro. I- or this practice. as for the 
wiginal rtstrktHHis in the Suez Canal waterway. Kgxpts s«ile jti.stifi 
cation— which is frankly avowed — is tin- exercise of “In Ihgerent 
lights. - Whereas the restrictions in the- Suez Canal are applied hv 
the authnntv ot tin- Kgxptiaii (Jov eminent with the implicit sane 
tion of force it its antlmritv is defic*d. the restrictions in the (.nil 
Vjalw art' applied bv the actual use ot artillery or armed naval 
units 

There is. of course, no legal or generic difference betw'cen the 
diaractcr of these two acts, restrictions at Suez and those in thi 
Golf ot Nipilia. and Imth are cxivered hv the Security (onncils 
Resolution of September 1. 1951. as well as hv the- (General Vmustice 
\greement Kither Kgvpt max exercise the rights of war at sea 
gainst Israel—or it mav not. If it max. then it could conceivably 
practice its Mockadc p»licv kith in the Sncv (anal and in the Cult 
•f Aipha. if in the former case it were prepared as it appears to in¬ 
to ignore the Constantinople Convention. It. however, the situation 
4 law under the \rmistice Agreement is that Kgvpt mav not pisti 
hahlx exercise "rights of war at sea. then sue h exercise is ccpiallx 
llegal whrther practised at Port Said, in the* Sue/ Canal or in an 
international waterway leading into the Gulf of Acpha 


ILLEGAL PRACTICE IN ANY WATERS 

While the Security Councils Resolution of September I. 
inc ludes a specific kin on restrictions against shipping in the Site/ 
Canal — since at that tunc- the* blockade was practised there alone* 
— the same Resolution destroys the legal basis for all similar prac 
tiers in other waters fn this cxinnecfioii special importance attaches 
to paragraphs 5. A. 7 and S which cxnistitute a general denial h\ 
the Security Council of the Fgvptian iloctrtne of k fltgeniit rights 
and, therefore, of am actum* anvwhcrc I sated upm that doctrine 
Paragraph 5 detennuirs without spec ific refrixucx* to am jiartaxilar 
vaterwav that - iu*ithri partv can icasonahlv assert that it is actively 
a lielhgeretit or rix|uir«*s to exercise the right of xisit Marsh and 
sei/uie tor an\ legitimate purpose of sell-dcfeiicxr 

This m|iinctifNi is icpratrd in geix*ral language ui the ensuing 
three paragraphs Thus the Security CcmiiiciI s denial of lielligcrenc v 




was not restricted to anv particular an a oi the high scan 

In a niciiinraucfiim which ! addressed to the Srcnritv Connell 
on Jnlv 11. 1U51. I expresses! the apprehension that unless tin* 
blockade practice at Suez was dusked “there is discpiietening 
evidence that it will liecoine intreasingly extended to other waters 
Unhappilv this has provnl to la- the ease. I have no donlit whatever 
that since the Security Coinicil has denounced the original him kade 
practice, it will with inert asetl vigor, condemn a defiant esteiiMon 
of that practice. There can la- no cpiestion that if the sovereign 
government of Kthiopia or of am other country in Alrica or Asia 
desires to trade with tlic sovereign Government of Israel, whrther 
through the Suez Canal waterway or through the Gulf of Ac|aha 
and if the sovereign Government of Italv or of Greece or r)eniuark 
wishes to make its shi|>piug avaiiahle for such trade, then it i* an 
encroachment hv Kgvpt II|X>II the sovereignty of all those countries 
when it attempts to impoM- upm them its own policy of hovcott 
and blockade Whether oilier countries sell oil or focxl or t Inthiug 
or anv article vs-liatsoever to Israel, ami whether they import any 
article whatsoever from Israel, is a matter falling within their es 
elusive discretion, ami one over which Kgvpt has not the slightest 
right to impose its own will against their consent. Tliese countries 
are not colonies of Kirvpt. and are not called iiinni to subject 
their ciNinueivuil or economic jiolicies to Kgvpt s tonnexcensioti or 
agreement 

Any claim hv Kuvot tied in the Gulf of Klath It is nieielv ear 
using the rights of sovereignty in territorial waters would lie totally 
frivolous, since it tv a physical geographical fact that there is no 
way of appmat long anv place on the northern shore- of that narrow 
gulf witlxMit a ship |i4sviug through the tc-rritnrial waters of am or 
all of four countries — Firvnt. Israel, Jordan ami Vtie.l: \r*ota 

ALL ACTS OF BLOCKADE RULED OUT 

We should thus arm e at the absurdity that am one of tlmsc 
lour governmeuts could at auv time use its armed force In the 
'traits of \qaha to prevent a ship from reaching anv oth«-r of the 
three httoral states It is not difficult to conceive what a marttime 
luiigte wtMild he cTrated hv such a lurttcrrais theory. International 
law and practice cat this (piestmn is usnrr clear and explicit I shall 
a bo he ahle. if lasrsan. to offer dorsrmentarv proof fn mv (iosem 
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Tix-nt t |M)isrwio«> that the Egvptiau (.iuvrrmuent knows ami has 
stated in writing to .uiothtr triemll* govermiHiit that interference 
with free passage in the (.11N of Aqaba is contrary to international 
law. In any case, howrsrr. tiie blockade practice at Elutli is sprtifi- 
rnled ont. brst bv Article II (2) of the Armistice Agreement 
forbidding anv warhke or hostile acts, second, hv tin' interpretation 
of l>r. Hunchc and Otirral Hiles that all acts of blockade are ruled 
•ut hv the Armistice Agreement, and were so understood at Hbodes 
third, hv the Security Councils ftrsolutiom of August 11. 1949. and 
Nosemhi r 17. 195U. torhidditig am further hostile acts whether at 
Suez or anywhere ehe and. finally, hv the Securits CcNincils 
lution of September I. mi. which in its fifth |iaragrapti disqualifies 
fcgv pt irnrn eseixtsing rights <4 sisit. sears h and seizure in am 
waters on the grounds or actise belligrrenc*. 

ALL AIAB STATES SUPPORT EGYPT 

f would hke to summarize the sombre course of events tints- the 
adoption of thr Securits (ziuocils KesolutMai on Sentemlier I. 1951 
Tin* regulations on g malls dent hums *1 hs the Security (Council have 
lierti retained in full forte with the result that the deterrent hint kailc 
has betsifur user easing I v tightened. TIm- nniiifvT of active Miters • n 
turns aganwt the ships <4 iimiis countries lias incnsoeii with adverse 
immediate rffrets and with thr pur|MMe i4 closiug ans loophole* 
through which legitimate navigation and ttiminene may still take 
Tin- restriction* have been etteodeil to tin- Cull «4 Aqaha 
■n violatii hi of the Armistice smvmmi ami thr Snsiritv (imiNil 
KesnliitMHis <4 August 11. 19ft. November I". 1950. and Septeniher 
1 1951 In thr Sue* (anal itself new restrictions have him intro 

(iuced hi add it h hi to those ahead* defined as Illegal and wider 
«4 goodv arr brought under the abusive prartlre c4 sort 
search and srrxurr Special regulathni* are reported tn have hren 
instituted tn interim- with slopping passing through the Suer 

< 'anal tn Flath And what is more important than whether there is 
a new rrgulatnai nr not ships passing between llaHa ami Hath 

Another dr scf o pmrnt m this period- equally gmvr n the pnh- 
Innttnn c 4 a Mu-muranthim a scythed hv thr rgvptian nres* tn the 

< ut ni F.gvpt settmg nnt thr rsarama (nr there new rvwtiH 
tsws Thr operative part of this memorandum renib as fnttna i — 


“The .\nti-lsracl bout ott Committee j that iiicIikIo all nwm 
hrr* i>f thr \rah league) asked for the ftasstng of It nidation 
deviant rl to tighten me sit ge against Israel both hi/ < on fist at 
nig all Isrinli goods ot till knuls ami hi/ seizing all shifts 
rnmiing goto Is to or from Israt 1 . as is being prat tired in all 
other \rah countries The Arab (onerntnents also askrtl 
l.gifpt to take afrpropruite mt a.surt in order to eon tin at, 
food shipments going to Israel through I'.gi/fitian ti rntoruil 
it aterr in a manner similar to the nu usurer undertaken hi/ 
tht (lot eminent s tif I rat/. Si /rut ami Ionian These Con ern 
mints hate not made am/ distiiuiiim hetueen uar t ontra- 
hantl and food Thru are confiscating all shi/iments going to 
or eoniing from Israel ar tlui/ ronsstler them to he eni nu/ 
prom'tiu 

Snnilurli/, tlu Ihnctor of the (mistill Cuartl Dt /mrlmi iil 
submitted a nu iiiortiiulum nointing out that Israel tins thou 
ing increasing eetmomie atilt it 1/ and tins establishing a mt r 
eluint fleet to handle till its im/mrls from South and East 
\fnea In eonrlusstm the Ihrertor askrrt that the lleeree of 
Tehrmiri/ III /W). lie aim mini in sueh a manner as to allou 
rimfisi'otion of font! iiiul other eoiiimiulitirs. and he /msntetl 
out that the committer of Ministerial ( iulrr secretaries rr 
/Tressed tigreriiu nt u ith this 1 ieu 

In lieu of the fuel f htit modern uars are t hartitieriretl In/ 
tin total uoihihuition •<( all itt niunnit resources in sitnnort 
of the uar jHitintiid. as u 1II as In/ thi tlireti or miliret t 
jiartu ifhitum of iht is notes 111 the lit Ihgert nt states it has 
lutouu d iff it ult t" distinguish Istmill tht fight mg it>rte\ 
ami the eii than noouiation and /•*•?« «-«-n the supplies dt stinrd 
for one or tin ther of tht in It tuts therefore become rut 
lonuir y in mtenuitiomd rt lotions to regard all imimrti of a 
belligerent t tat, as uar ■ ontralmml. ( oust t/m tUht T.gi/ni 
fuu to takt nt nu r moisoirt s it j attain thi desired t ml 

n« Sivtinfv < camcil «ill null' tlunJ Jim mrmoraiKlum n a 
1 art it •«< ran utaoirnctr. Im 4 atUlm-ts m »m>uun u4 Hit h^ptian 
| watt Hi a irm <4 argument* rsetrs oiw sit whw-li l»a» hr>»n .1 
fiavalh rrjretrd In th<r Sroifit* C iti it* He^rfutaai <4 S«*j» 

tmitirr 1 I'rtl 



THE EGYPTIAN DOCTRINE 


The Security Council cannot fail to ask itself in astonishment 
on what grounds these illegal acts ran possihlv he justified bv Egypt 
against the accumulated weight of international censure. On no 
smgie occasion have the Egyjitiaii authorities I>cto able to find 
such pistifk atmn except in terms of arginm nts alrradv heard and 
rejected hv the Sivuritx Council itself 

I me analyze briefly what these arguments have been, hirst. 
Egypt has contended that there exists a state of war lietween Egypt 
and Israel, and that tnvl conscipiently has an alleged "right to 
|M*rforni hostile acts against Israel. T)ie fact is, howeyer, that no 
Mich legitimate "state of war exists Egypt has never declared war 
against Israel or requested international recognition of such a 
declaration The Egyptian assault upon Israel was confessed by tin 
Egyptian repress ntative in the Sexurity Council to have arisen 
from Egyptian initiative without des laration of war. The United 
States npreventative referred to this assault as "an aggression of 
■nternaticaial character." and otlier representatives emlorsed this 
lefinitmn So far from according rcxxignition to this attack, tin 
Security tinami rnpirstrci Egypt not to launth it at all. and to 
bring it to an end as soon as it had been launclied It is Minirising 
to Itcar it suggested that Egypt now possesws a series of rights 
and immunities at the expense of Israel and other nations. arising 
from the fart that it hurst out of its frontier, in Slav 1948 against 
the will and injunction of the Security C-ouncil Even iiKire fantastic 
is the Egyptian thesis that acts based on an unrecognised state of 
war can he justified five years after the end of hostilities and two 
and a half years after thr Security Council has rejected the Egvp 
tian concent of a state of war. anil any acts of blockade based njinn 
that concent In our disrusMtms of 19R1. I (minted out that tin 
Egyjitian theory if thr state if war had not even fierii stneerrlv or 
lousistentls hrid In kuguat 1949. thr Egyptian represmtatise took 
the opposite stew, holding that smte no residiir in a state in war 
esistrd. brlbcrmit restrictions should no kaigrr hr applied ami 
Egypt should regain its freedom to import arms 

Esrn earlier ni \pnl 1940. it had hern ri-portod from laiisanne 
that 

' teafc rrjtrr im taflen hmr isfnnnnf thr r*tr*Hnr ( 

firm ('nmmimhm fM as thrrr nma nrrer hrrm a farmml 


of titir tilth israci. tut formal neat c treat if tilth I trail roll 

be signed.' 

Thr Security (axmcil can now draw its conclusions aliont this 
select Be theory ot a state of war. When Kgvpt wishes to mi|x>rt 
arms or declines to sign a jx*ace treaty, they claim sirtuonslv that 
no state of war e\er existrd. When it comes to searching des|x.*ratelx 
for legal ground on which to pistils a hlockade. a lull grown state 
of war springs into miraculous existence for the first time, long 
after the signature of an agreement signifying tlx- end of hostilitx s 

This must lx- the first time in international history that a state 
of war has originated from hostilities long after their official and 
permanent termination 

Finally , this F.gyptian argument based on a “state of year” is 
refuted in the Security Councils Hesolntion of Septemlx-r I. 1951 
Paragraph " It yens also dismissed in the discussion In the Hep 
resentativex of Frailer ' SPV 552. paragraphs 19 20. and 50). thi 
Cniterl Kingdom SPV 552 paragraphs 7 and |0'. the Netherlands 
■ SPV 555 paragraph I" and Brazil SPV 552. paragraphs 54 57) 

The Brazilian represeutatixe correctly |xunted out: 

I inns' that tlu Couneil should not allou the riievi> of 
tin exi\tenn "! a .fate of war lietu . .-n Israel <nul the other 
si^nutorie -t the t'.eioral \rmisti< _■ Agreement of 1919 to 
/nvfify thi ~t t< hostile ait• In/ inn/ of the fmrtii s 

Slioidd ue fit tin F.oi/fitiim thesis, ne .houlil In¬ 
to .1111/ ineiiMiti \ of refirnal nilofiti il In/ the Israel 

flot eminent It i*. oln ton that in the exeimnee of hostile nets 
uouhl * dSnu , n ( eoulil harilty ■ r mil to Lit/ the fouinlii 
lions , r oe no:: • elution to the Palestine firohlein ' 

I lie ^H'ond trgir: ‘lit add need hy thr- Kgvjit'an (a iy eminent 
has fx«en tfiat xx-e may tirati. = allnl armixtxe trratn * in post 
or prr eiit history h; e not hnxight Ixc.tilitx . to a perinaiu-nt end 
aixl ha:e K-er- eonip.:*4il< with tlx* maintenance of belligerent 
right* tin Fgsptia* I- tel \gr< * ::a*nt which ah has tlx wi*rt 
armistxe' in its title .-1 also ro-emt with eniitinmd xets c! 
Ixotility It is a io n .1 C at «ll armist tr« *t» h: tfx- yery magi, 
of tfx- weal in.>* -s. - c- attrilxitr- aixl a ngi« 

---■ ritial ipiaht: 



ARMISTICE CATEGORICALLY BANS HOSTILE ACTS 


The Security Council naturally had no difficulty in dismissing 
this argument. It is quite immaterial to ask what other arinistke 
treaties have contained or have not contained. The content of an\ 
other armistice agret meiit in the history of the world is entirely 
irrelevant to the Security Canine il’s decision. Some agreements have 
Itcen similar to peace tr< atii'v ami others have Iieen little imm 
than a military truce, Init it matters nothing. The only issue is what is 
allowed or not allowed under this Armistice Agreement signed l>e 
tween fsrael and Egypt at Hhodes on the 24th February 1949. This 
Agreement utterly and categorically forbids the continuation or 
resumption of am hostile acts. The United Nations Chief of Stall 
made this point cogently at a meeting of the Special Committee 
at which he said: 

"( < rtaody there inu no det laratum of uar. if u ax a question 
of acceptance or non-oneptonre of tire Security Council reto 
lutum u4 f 94S . . «-< rtdinly in tin i r tmru aiul left* r thi 

Armistice .Agri mu nf.s htul no iiumeru of a resumption of 
isa/iliiin. . . Ion may quote all the international 
in the uorltl on armistice ago eincnit. hut wlun you cheek 
ytmr nun .Armufirc Agreement you ut(J foul thmt it u almost 
imufiu m history Tht na rttes thi non lees hate ri (deed in 
thm Armistice Agri rment i • rfam principles on which infer 
notional furuti lune y< t to u rite books and certainly this 
Armistice Agrermint dots not in any uay, snape or form 
tusttfy earner parly tulkmg about the resumption of uar * 

The same view was taken h} thi* Security (anuicil in its Heaolu 
turn* of II August 1 W 9 IT November isou. and Si’ptimher I, 
stating tliat the Armistice Agrei meut forbade all hostile acts Mans 
inemhers of the S«s urity (UmiiiciI aiqipnrted this y»ew hv rejecting 
tlie Egy jrtian thrsn that this particular Armistice Agreement allowed 
the signatories to contmor acts of hostility To take one example 
out of many, I quote thi- Kepresentatiye if France 

The armistke regime uhuh ha* been in rxiatmrr between 
Egypt and Israel for nea rfy tan and a half yean dtfers from 
the ciastual type of armistke insofar at U m of an expressly 
permanent rharat ter and can no t ther efo e r. be a mm dh d by a 
reman plum of kosNHhe • It nan only reach its in nan Masai Ion 




htf endorsing the in ure it hr is alri iuh / hroiigru about. Si net 
neither Suite is r/< t n ( h/ n nemaerrnt then ran he no /iistifi 
ration for rxeriixinr the rig/if of i is it. \i;anh nnd 

\ third F.gxptiao argument has statcxl that these restrictions art 
mxessarx for pnrjiosc.s of "self defence or selfpreservation.” 

Hie Srtnrits Council's licsolntioii of Scpteinlier I. 1951. in |>ara 
graph H determined on thr contrarx “that the blockade practice 
cannot in tin- prevail ini’ circumstance s lie justified on the ground 
that it is neccssarv for self clefenee." Tfie doctrine of “self def< ne« 
xxas sjvcifieallx denounced and rejected h\ the I’nitcd Kingdom 
i Sf’V 550. (Kiras 9.}. 94 >. lira/il ( Sl’\' >50. para >S > Keuador 
i SI’V 5V1. pan i z-; and fi\ the Netherlands t Sl’\' v>l paras. IS 
and IS The Representative of the Netherlands eorrectls pointed 
out that the rii»ht of self defence defined in Article SI of our Charter 
exists onlx when an armed attack has heen carried ont and exen 
then until such time .is the Secnntx Council has interxened and 
that ncitlier of these txx o is 11 id it ions has exer existisl. Fgxpt has 
never fieen subjected or threatened hx an arincsl attack from Israel 
although Israel has heen irixadtsl hx Fgvpt and is still a target of an 
Fgvptian practice of lielligerc ikx ()n the other hand the Scxnritx 
< iHiiK'il has heen dealing with \rah- Israel affairs sines' Max 

With these main arguments lx mg at its feet in nuns Kg' pt nad 
recourse in 1951 as again todax to tin- most wild and ris klcss 
manoeuvres Tims it statist at one time that the Scxxiritx 
lacked competence to deal xxith tl»e cpiestion l.ittle was lieard of 
this assertion in the course of the debate ami I doubt if xxi shall 
tear it noxx 

Tin Scxnritx Counc il might find this liard to heliexe lint tin 
Kgxjxtun delegation asserted m mi tliat ximx- fixe members of 
tlie Six nritx Council had protestixl to F.gxpt against its maritime 
restrictions tliex were parties to a "dispute” and should not In 
a I loss ex I to xote fn tin- Sccnritx Council This nonsensi' xx asted tin 
Cosiim iTx tilin' for fortx -eight hours which xxas (in-snmahlx its 
• •hieetixe 

THE SECURITY COUNCIL'S DUTY 

Mr. President is not the ciutx of the Security ( amnctl clear 
•imf •irgtnt'' f-xerx consKteratam of international principle and 
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regional |M-act- requires (Ik confirmation anrl reinforcement by the 
Security Council of its established jsolics 

Such action is required ui the first place in order to save the 
Kgs ptian-Israel Armistice from total collapse. For how can such 
a treats function e-ffe-ctisels l>e-ts\ e-e-n two |>arties. one of which 
regards it as a total renunciation of hostile acts while the other 
interprets it as a cloak for acts of unilateral war? Ms- (Joseminent 
is not prepared to acquiesce in such a tras e-sty or to suffer acts of 
w ar w ithout due response-. 

(hi this matter of the mutuality of the Armistice, the llepresenta 
tise of the- Unites! States said two and a half years ago: 

The United S later i* firmly of the opinion that the rextrir 
tions uhirh Egypt ix exercising orer thipr i Misting through 
the Suez Canal are inetmxixleiit u tth the spirit anti inti nt 
of the Armistice Agreement. . . . The remit of thu hoxtile 
art u rne- engendering of hortility in return uhirh plate t 
in fern tartly the petter and ttahildy of the area." 

\Miat saiue could be attached to other armistice- decisions, to 
othe-r requests and se-rdicts if in tins broad qne-siuni affreting «hi' 
first of the four Armistice Agreements the- final decision of the- 
Security Council were to be contemptuously set aside? If tlie parties 
were to assume their own free-dean to perform lieistile acts against 
inch other, who knows whither this melancholy wquenee might 
lead? The Secorits Council is tlierefore- calle-d upon to act swiftls 
and e-ffectisef\ t»i case the mtegnts of the- armistice ssstem 

SUPIIMI TfST OP AUTHORITY 

Blit the- Se-cunts (axincil is also faced with a supreme trst of 
its own authorits Neser before- in aus issue- affecting the* Middle 
Hast has a Securits (anuicil decision on a matter of peace and 
v-ctmts hern then cosnprehensis «-h defied. Indeeel. until mentis 
aN other eases which were not sett lee I hv the Armistice (esnmittre 
have Inline) a solution m the Set-tints Council If thr author its of 
the Sceiinh (ouocil as thr final arbiter of armistice clnfmtes wen 
he shattrml bv Kgs ptian intran s igence. a central pillar of thr 
armsatve system would cnimlfr awas at the sees moment when 
that ssstrsn is m most nml of stronger teippewt 

With rrfeimrr to the obligatory character of the Sec-twits 
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Council's resolution. let me recall that in the S»-curitv Council s 
debates in 1^48. the present Foreign Minister of Egypt expressed 
himself ' ehemenHv concerning the optional characti-r of General 
Vssembls Resohifnms. He said: 

"Egypt doe j not choose lo comuw uith tin: Resolution of the 
thu is our privilege under the Charter 

Whatever the |imdical merits of that view concerning other or 
gans of the- United Nations, the- fact remains that F.gypt has. hv its 
signatures, recognized the* Security Council’s authority to supervise 
the Armistice Agreement 

It is clear from this fact and from our Cliarter that in such 
matters as these, affecting international peace and security, as the 
rights at war nr hostile acts, decisions taken hv this Council such as 
that handed down on Sc ptcinber 1. i»Vi, possess a far greater 
legal and moral force than do the resolutions of anv other inter 
natMHial ImmIv. A grave moment will he reached in the history of 
the Security Oaincil if this precedent for the- total defiance of its 
will becomes more firmlv established 

Beyond the integrity of the Armistice- system and the authority 
of the Security (Council which an- both in deadly hazard, there* arise 
in this case the- great principles of international law relating to free 
navigation, principles sanctioned hv king usage in the past, and 
neser violated except at the risk of war In Noyeinher imi a "Com 
mission to Stndv the Organization of Peace, estahhslied hv thi 
SrrMTK-an Association for United Nations, cogently declared 

To permit particular i mmtrtet to tuhr oikaatugr at tern 
tonal propinuuUu. at ru u spaprrt report < indicate that Egi/pf 
a doing, u ui rertainlif roke rontroemtf and. perhaps 
remit in the threat to firme r " 

There it no mrnilier nt the Security (miiiciL indeed. there is 
vandv a ixmntrv m the world whose vital interests will not suier 
if it is established hv prr^-rdent tliat individual ivwnitnes may 
through the chnnrr d geographical fortune, exercise arbitrary lams 
and reatnctiona wit hoot mtmiatuaial cooks it user the narrow 
waterways which font the high tern and determine the uultv ol the 
maritime world Every country in its sun- and h\ Ms action shiaik) 
rchert whetlieT it wunld agree to allow gov emmerits m propinquity 



to these maritime channels to decide whether or not it should Im 
debarred from free commerce and free na\ igntion. This i« such a 
sensitise question for so manv countries, that it is not surprising to 
find tfiat a blockade practice of this kind has seldom lasted for lone 
without resulting in a threat to international peace 

UACE OK MIDDLE EAST AT STAKE 

\nothcr issue here is the peace of the Middle East w hich is 
fMMind to recede esen furtlier into the future if thr existing Armistice 
Ngrermcnts. Iiasrd in the last resort, on Security ( ouncil Hesolu 
tions are aliens ed to degenerate into a sentience of hostile acts 

So too will the econotnic welfare of the region In- undermined 
if sanction is gisen to these outrageous wasteful practice's, forcing 
states in the area to dejiencl on remote markets and source* of sup¬ 
ple and thus remaining artificial!' <le|M ndent on external assistance 

While Israel is tile as owes I target of tliese illegal policies. we 
cannot fail to lie inspired hs tin* messages of solidarity and support 
which hasr reached iix from so many maritime countries, both 
within and outside the Sec lints ('ouncil whose legitimate freedom 
to nasigate the seas in peace is an essential element of the ir welfare 
and securilc 

The cpiestion now liefore the Security Council is itot whether 
Egxpt s conduct is legitimate or ille-gitimatr. or indeed whetlier 
Egspt should terminate its lll«-gal prac tices The illegalits of Eg' pt' 
practices and its obligation to abandon them base ahead' hceti 
clear!' determmed The mam task now is to tlesiw measure* for 
the prompt fulfilment of tW ( < aiaetl a divaion sa as to sa f r tfca aid 
the freedom of inteniatMNial waterwass frean interferences hased 
on claims of heUigcretM-s ami thus to secure rrspivt of Egsptc 
obligatMMis under the (a-ncral Armistice Agreement and thr (.barter 
of thr l’nited Nations 


MITM IN INTERNATIONAL RIOHTS 

Perhaps the must Iniatratmg feature ut tins at nation a that 
Egypt! (uapiaMr with the Seccirits (xaimtl Hewtatsw wsjcsld 
aivnlsr no tliffa silts. wo danger to Kg'pt wn pfr(wlxT to her 
eccwmtm or vaunts no hurt tens upcwi her public*] nr inarwik 
free dam Three weser has brew a WurM\ (maasl re soiwt m a with 
•hwk it was nwwe eats In re imp h In this sees Saanti ( cw rtscf l 



111 its 175tli meeting <hi August 5. 1947. tin- Ki;\|itian Prion Minister 
\okraslu I'.islu while justly emphasizing the absoluteness «>t Egyp¬ 
tian sovereignty over every inch <>l Egyptian soil. stated that tin 
Sue/ Canal vva.v "a fr<e artery. open to all nations hi time ol ]H*ae« 
and ill time of war 

The more vse emphasize tin- fait • if nnipiahfieil Egyptian soy 
• rcigntv on each haul of thr Smv (auial the more ws> imply 
Egypt t imeoinlitional duty to manifest the first token of smh wiser 
eigrits—tin- i apai its for faithful maintenanie of international rights 
at this Croat historii crossroads where three eontinents of tin- old 
world meet 

Tin leaders of ms Government have staled on mam o< * asions 
that tin •y have no desire whatever to impede tfn - full attainment u: 
Egy pt s legitimate national aspirations and I am « mpowcrixl to re 
iterate that assurance Mow remarkably would Egv pt i prestige and 
authority lie exalted for flic Inuefit of its wider cause if. hv the 
.dMiidonment of these ill m it regulations it were to demonstrate its 
respect for mteniational agreements and its concern for the un 
doubted rights of other countries near and far* 

For tfiesc reasons it is diffu tilt to imagine how tl»e Security 
Council ionic! render a inon significant contribution to file peact 
of the Middh Fast ami of tin world than l>v gathering flu full 
ssiight of its uifhieme iK-hmd its dix lanxl policy for the lompleta 
tcrrnissatiofi of tiK-'a- rcstru tions Hardy could a single success •■•m 
mimic ate wi< fi influences of benefit to so mans six tors of 

internatiotia! life 

STRONGEST CENSURE CALLED FOR 

Tlic <piestM.il now fie*or # * ** oine ii is not only wlit’ther Fgv lit s 
(••nthicr is legitimate or illegitimate or iikleftl whether 
sfiotiii 1 terminate its iwegd pratfitt-s Tfn illegality of Kgyjifs <<n, 
I'M* and ber >bligatioii !■ aitsinfot. it It/sr .dreads Iwx-n death 
leteriniiKxl Tlw mam lass, now is ie ili im measures for tlw pnxniit 
fulfilment of tf»r ( oila ll \ ihx isioii mi as to safeguard the fredWmi 
id u4t-inatwwial saatciwass frotn throats e nitefietrytux'S hasaxl on 
hum id hrHifixini s ami to scum s nxsssxt fix its otig i 

twins under the { /«• tal t.rmnfio- \pix wm ami the- ( lurtrt of 

thr t 

\itncHm(h fhr la«rtniiwiii of Israel nsiimty tic l • 

( mini il to lirtnc lfnn.i 'ir iinmnflati ilnl total *o-»<veft«rav ml all 



In-lligerent practices and restrictions Imtli in the Suez Canal and 
in the (hilt of Klath. We urge the (aunxil to safeguard its own 
dignity hv rescuing its presionslv adopter! Hr'solution from eon 
tempt \Ve consider that the Securits Council cannot pass without 
the strongest censure, oxer the fact that its verdict has alreadv liern 
defied for so long. We hold that on this occasion the Securits 
Council should not he content with a vigorous expression of its 
desire which. I am certain, xxtll lie forthcoming, hilt that it should 
also establish such machineries and procedures as will enable it to 
follow up the course of its Hesohitions and to receisr regular reports 
on the fulfilment or non-fulfilment of its hrhest. In calling for the 
total cancellation of all these- restrictions, old and new. which have 
already been the subji-ct of the S<-cunts Council's categorical oppo¬ 
sition. my Government dedicates itself to tile prosecution of this 
case to its ultimate hmit 

The continuation of a Imstilc act, based cm the assertion ol a 
state of war. in prolonged and delilcerate defiance of a Security 
Council Resolution. clearls creates the kind of situation to which 
tlie enforcement measures laid down in Chapter VII of the Charter 
sliould apply. Ms Oiseniment heliexes that the Security Council 
sliould take such measures in response to Egypts violation, unless 
it reeeises assurance in this dehatr that the restrictions will lie im 
me-diatelv cancelled 

We resersthe right to engage the constant attention of tlx 
Securits umucii in this matter until such time as these restriction-, 
are totalis abandoned. Their abolition ssill he an event of high im 
jHirtance hnnging satisfaction to the world community, high eredit 
and idsjnfsjr to mill, and blessed relief to the securits and 
welfare <4 the Middle Hast 

APPENDIX 

|<HNT OR AET RESOLUTION ON THE PALESTINE (,)l KS 
TION PRESENTED BV THE DEI,KGATION OF KR \NCE 
UNITED MM.DOM AND UNITED STATES OK AMERICA 

IS August ID5I 

The VcMnfv Council. S 220h.Rcv I 

I. Herat flag that in Its resolution of I! August I‘MU relating to tlx 
itmrhniia if Armistice Agreements between Israel and th»- 
Arah States it drew attention tn the pledges m these Agreement* against 
Inrthei acts if hostlbtx between the parties 



2 fit < <illtn£ lurtlit-i that in its resnlntiun nt 17 NuW'iiihri I'JVI it 
irmindrd tin- Static cetmerned that th«> Armistice Ajn cim ntj m which 
ihri in pnrtn •> i onti inpi.iIf tlx- return In permanent |M .ice in I’.ih-stinc. 

lhrri i"ii mged them .mil ntlx t States in tin area to take all sin h 
\tcj>s .is ssill le.nl tn the settlement ill the issues lietween tlx-in 

> Niitiiif the rejxnt ul tlx- < hiel n| StaH ul tlie Itme Supcrvisnm 
(treani vatu in tn tlx- Sennits Cuuncil ul 12 )une 1*151 

-4 hiirtlirr noting that the Chief ul Stall nt tin- lime SnixniMmi 
Oigamsatmn recalled tlx- statenx nt ut the senxir Ftivpti.ili delegate in 
Khixien dll 1 > |alHiars l l MH tu tile effect that Ills drlegatlnii vs.is implied 
with rsets spirit nt nxijx i.itmn. conciliation. ami .1 snneie desire tu 
u-stix* man- in Palestine, ami that tlx P.esptian Caiseinmeiit haw- nut 
i 'implied ssith the earnest pl< a ul tlx- C hiel "I Stall maile tu tlx F.gsptian 
delegate mi 12 June l ( )s| tli.it the\ desist frum tlx- present practice ul 
mti-Tlmng with the [Mssage thnxigh the Suez Canal ul goods destiix-d 
|nr lsi.nl 

" Cufisich nn:' that sim< flu- Armistm iiginx sshlili has Ix-en in 
existence fur marts tssc and .1 half sears |s ul a jsennanent charactri 
neither parts can re.isuii.iliU assert that it is at tisels a Ix-lllgrTetit or 
reipures tu eseidw the ritjht ut visit, search, and seizure lot alls legitl 
mate JXII|X>se nt v ll-detenus . 

h fmrfi th.it the maintenance ut the piac txe ineniMinrd hi para 
graph 4 alxise is itHiaistitent ssith the mmsaivis ut a |X-acrtul s*-ttleinriit 
l« Hu-ii tlx parties .uni tlx esl.d.lishiix nt nt a |XTmaixnt peace in 
I'alestHH- set Inrth in til. \inu>tne t|>iniwnt. 

7 b (urlht r tlrat six ll (X.n tne is an alxisr ul the t xeictsr u| 

rli< right -il visit s. an li ainl seiznit . 

S hurl fit t finds that that practx r - riuint ni tlx [ncsaibng dniim 

stalx I S lx- |Ustdw-cl cm tlx gnxmds that It is msexsars IsX sell slrli IKs 

'I \ lul turtlf-r noTinr that the lesti n txais -ill th#* p.iih.i^r >4 {imnK 

flu• t!i« Sin/ ( »i■.« 1 to Ui4t h putt* air t.. lulinns it no tim« 

r<Milin (i!«l %%'ltli th# III r IHPVQIV VtJliiMc M||I||||I s !»<|1|||| (I tin 

ili fti if oiHitmi M\<imttii(lMi ii*«I tint tin s# n vtru ti< totfrtho* *Mli 
)*y tjJ']X t*- rtrt.iin slti|* x\hu h h^\c- v mta J Im.mIi 
l^nts i»j>r»v»nt nrijust jFU <I inti H< friM »• \%ifh tta n^tifv <4 ii.itimis to n.«\i 
^.»t« thr seas and tu trade fleets w Itfi - >ix aix-thr-t Hx-hxlmg the \tafi 
Mates and Israel, 

I *f ( «lM* nirnn / i_''<l*r I - 1 n nninati tlx ii-stin turns <m thr [unat;r ul 
inlet national - < xnriM-ic lal shipjxug ata] gisuls thimigh thr Sura I anal 
-s lx resei Insunl and tu is aM all interlrrerMt with six h shijifniig hrrsxxl 
that essential tn tlx salr-ts -if shipping in thr (anal itsrH and tn the 
-•Users arn e - >f tlx- intr-niatxxtal unis i it lx ms m finer 
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March, 1954 


Dsir Prlindi 

In line aith the American Jeeish Committee' s long-eatablished practice of 
providing factual information on currant isauaa affacting intargroup relations, 
*a ara happy to a and you tha attached Fact Sheet on Arab-Iaraal “"ana Iona. 

Heated public dabate concaming Arab-Iaraal problems noa rangaa beteeen 
tao extreaea that ara polua apart. In this situation tha American Jaalah 
Committee tekaa a position ehich is ba?ad on a Measured appraisal of all tha 
facta, and ahlch represents, aa believe, a raalistic and constructive approach, 
la maintain that Iaraal's continued sxistenca must be assured and that lta 
peopla ehould ba given opportunity to liva in peace, and davalop tha nation'a 
lnduatrlal and cultural potentials, la ragard thasa objectives as fully con¬ 
sonant alth the boat lnteraata of tha United Statee and of tha froa aarld aa 
a ahola. Attainment of these objectives also sill benefit Israel's Arab naigh- 
bc-a, aboao legitloata interests muat be taken into account in any peaca settle¬ 
ment. 

It la our belief that if the baaic facta ara freed from partisan propa¬ 
ganda and preeented fairly to tha American people, public opinion sill cryatel- 
llme in support of a consistent policy of our Government, pursued for the pur- 
poae of bringing about e permanent and Juat peace in the Middle East. 


This Fact Sheet la offered in tha hope that it sill be a contribution to 
thla and. 


Should you desire further information, se sill do our utaost to seat your 
request. 

Tear sheets or copies of any publications utilizing the enclosed material 
sill be greatly appreciated. 

S {Merely/ f) /) 


4 Slavson 

ntecitive Vice-Pres id ant 





T 


III 







I_ 1 


ARAB-ISRAEL TENSIONS 

A FACT SHUT 

In the continuing struggle between the free and the Communist worlds, both sides 
look anxiously to the Middle East. Here lie strategic waterways -- the Nile, the Red 
Sea, the Suet Canal, the harbors of modern Israel. Here are vast oil reserves and In¬ 
calculable wealth In untapped natural resources. Here, too, Is the world’s newest democ¬ 
racy, celebrating Its sixth birthday In May 1954. 

With even a single decade of peaceful cooperation, the peoples of the Middle East 
could transform Ihelr underdeveloped wastelands Into the prosperous tradeways of Bib¬ 
lical days. But there la no peace. 

In November 1947, the Unlt«d Nations voted to partition Palestine Into Independent 
Jewiah and Arab statea. Almost before the Ink was dry on Israel's Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence, the armies of the Arab League pushed across the newly-created boundaries, 
determined to erase the UN decision by force. In the six months of bitter warfare that 
followed, Israel thrust back the Invaders. 

During the first six months of 1949, the herculean efforts of UN Mediator Ralph 
Bunche achieved armistice agreements between Israel and her bordering neighbors. But 
It has been an uneasy armistice, marked by frequent border clashes, economic boycott, 
constant recriminations and mounting tensions. 

Tu Arabs and laraelia alike, these tensions spell postponement of social and econ¬ 
omic progress. To Christians the world over, they spell a continued violation of the 
■ptrlt of the Holy Land. To the Kremlin, they spell opportunity for political exploitation. 
To the westera nations, they spell trouble — threatening to explode at any moment and 
apark the flames of war. 

What are the basic Issues which have kept the Middle East In the headlines? What 
do they mean -- to the Arabs ... the Israelis ... the United Nations ... the United States? 
The facts below may help to answer these questions. 
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>561 ‘01 'Baiun *joa *-»N , 

£561 ‘51 JaquiaAOtf 'saui'i jjjoa *aN 
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256! > «PJ*W ‘(UFpjof ‘uFuiuiy) , 


papjoAF aq o) aJF s)uappu{ pa)Fadaj jj uo|)Fn)|s aj|)ua aq) ajojdxa 

o> pap,»au B) aauajajuoa « )Fq) sujf)ujfui ‘jaAaMoq ‘jaFJSf 'sa)ndB)p ifdoj qi|« jFap O) 

a)Fnhapr «t Ajaupprui Suuspca )*qj Sujujjrp ‘Suuaaui f joj n* 3 sjq papafaj aaiMi sry 

uvpjof -jfj snqx ’aauajajuoD u^pjof-jar jsj uf joj .^sAjFjFa,, sf aAJas o) ssauHuqn* sjq 

paaunoutiF mo aq) jo jFjauaQ-AjFjajjag pjofasjFiuujFH 8«a ‘>561 ‘£2 AjFnuFf uo 

M *pua )Fq) o) n*A* ufo uoucu°8au a)F|pauiui) puF pajjp jo )joqs 8ujq)oq 
*••* Ajtinaas puF aarad jo juatiurFdun jaifjjnj am )uaAaad o) ajjhms oi 
ijFsaaaau bj h januojj UFpjof-naFJsj aq) uo uopua) a)naF aq) jo Mai a uj,, 

:pa)F)s uFqg ’jp| *X)JFd jaqqa jo laanoaj aq) )f aauajajuoa f 

oi |FjauaQ-£jF)ajaag aq) spajip qajqM 'juaiuaajFr aaf)B)iuJF aq) jo nx apnJV paqoAUj 

‘NA *M1 orj jopFBSFquiy hjfjsj UFqg Fqqy ‘aansjuijF UFpjof-|aFJ8| aq) jo uo|)FJO)ja)ap 

aq) pijom aq) o) pasudxa )uappu) F^qjjj aq) ja)jF ‘(S61 '£2 JaqiuaAOtf uo 

, i • "i • i • puF appd u| aAjj puF 
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aqj puF ‘Apoq OFumq aq) o) jaauFa f a^I 8j (.ifjsj,, 

iv>l AjFHUFf ‘FiqFjy jpnFS )o pnFs Suta -- 
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:jaFJB( 

q)|M aavad a)F))oSau o) asnjaj sjapFaj qrjy ‘sjFaA X|B )8Fd aq) joj bf ‘AFpoj, 

a)Fj)o9aN o) ajnjjFj 
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The Arabs have maintained a strict boycott of imports from, and exports to, Israel, 
tarsal's grain and other foodstuffs must be imported from Europe; oil from distant Ven¬ 
ezuela. This economic hardship also affects the citizens of the Arab states who lose new 
markets opened up by Israel's developing industries and deprive themselves of the chance 
to Improve their living standards. 

Closely related to the Arab boycott of Israelis Egypt's blockade of shipments bound 
for farael through the Suez Canal. lnvolv<>d in this action is the international issue of 
whether Egypt may legitimately prevent any nation from using the Canal, in 1951, on 
Israel's complaint, the Security Council voted to order the blockade ended. Egyptian 
leaders have contended, however, that since a state of war with Israel still exists, Egypt 
is justified In preventing contraband materials" from reaching her enemies. 

In January 1954, Israel lodged a new complaint with the UN, terming the continued 

blockade of the Suez Canal by Egypt "a unilateral act of war.” The Security Council 

agreed on February 4, 1954, to consider both the Israel complaint and a later Egyptian 

I 

charge that Israel had violated armistice provisions in the demilitarized zone between 
the two countries. 

Border Incidents 

In the absence of peace negotiations, armed clashes, such as the widely deplored 
Klbya Incident, become more frequent. As the New York Herald Tribune declared edi- 
tortally on October IS, 1953, Kibya was "the climax of a series of tragic episodes along 
that contested frontier ^between Israel and Jordan7. Its basic cause is the inability of 
the larselia and Arabs to transform an armistice into a genuine peace, and that, in turn, 
stems from the unwillingness of the Arab states to recognize Israel as a permanent fact 
in the Near East." 

Moat incidents occur on the Israel-Jordan border. On Jordan's side, refugee camps 
house hundreds of thousands of Arabs, whoae former homes sre in Israel and who regard 
tha faraella aa usurpers. Many try to recross the border in hopes of resettling. Others 
are primarily bent on smuggling, stealing, or acts of vengeance. Israel claims that some 





:sao||OJ we dn paiutunr aq Ar iu sapjrd pajsajajuf jaqjo aqj jo asuqj 
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B| rduira jjiqaaqBUi uj aAjj ‘adoq jnoqj|« pur ajqrjasjui ‘saaBnjaj 000 058 jnoqr ‘Arp 
•ox *«aj«jB q«iy aqi taujj jaqaj joj nuranddr Aq pur JtaA jad sqjjfq 000 SZ Aq pagans 
uaaq srq jaqiunu sjqj ’rjraA aAjj jBtd aqj joj -papurjjs jjaj aja« sqrjy 
000 059 * u, °» ..'»•« »M» 0 ju| qsnd,, oj pajjrj sajrjs quay aqj uaq*\ 

•snpoxa quay aqj papaads 

iaqjjnj 'au|jsa|rd uiojj qsjjjjg aqi jO|*«rjpqj|« aqj pur ‘8*61 n^dy u| sjsjjojjaj qarjsj 
Aq 'uibsba JI-KJ ‘aSrjjiA qvjy u« jo iiojjJnjjsap jrjnjg ‘snojJojajA ujnjaj A|jJoqs pjnOM 
A aqj j«qj aqrjy au|j*a|«d aqj 9ujjns.sr 'saAOUi as aqj pa8r jnoaua sjapeaj quay qsHIJg 
aqj jo djaq aqj qjj« uajjo -DairnarAa aja« jarjsj uj sasrniA qrjy ajjjua uoog -saiuoq 
jjaqj jjaj sq*jy aujjsa|rd Auriu uojjru oairaja-AiMau aqj paqarjjr sqrjy aqj uaq^v 
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pajvduioo aaaq vcq uojjrnj|B ajaqx ’Bjaiujcj jajjuojj jiarjsj aqj pazjjojjaj aA«q pur 
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— The United Nations: Supplementary Report of the Palestine Conciliation Com¬ 
mission, 1950 -- 


Concentration / should be laid 7 on resettlement in the Arab coun¬ 
tries, with both the technical and financial assistance of the United 
Nations snd coupled with payment of compensation for their property." 


-- The Arab States: Israel must agree to repatriate gli Arab refugees. Without 
this agreement, there can be no peace negotiations. 

This position has been candidly explained by the leading Egyptian daily, A1 Misrl. 
which declared, on May 7, 1952: 

“Arab statesmen believe that ary solution of the refugee problem not involv¬ 
ing their return to their country of origin will deprive them of their last 
means of pressure upon the Western powers .... The solution which Arab 
statesmen are afraid to reveal and which the L Arab? League shrinks from 
facing ia welt known: The sole solution to the refugee question is the opening 
of the gates of the Arab countries and the settlement of the refugees In them." 

-- Israel: Repatriation would Invite invasion by a hostile population over half the 
size of farad's present citisenry. Moreover, Israel has already admitted about 
three quarters of a million Jewish refugees from Europe, Iraq, Yemen and other 
North African communities;; any additional large-scale influx would place an 
intolerable strain on the nation's economy. However, the Government is pre¬ 
pared to pay reasonable compensation Into an international resettlement fund. 

Os August 2, 1949, the Israel representative told the United Nations that, 
In view of the above considerations, his government was prepared to accept 
100,000 Arab refugees. The offer was rejected by the Arab states. However, 
several thousand Arabs have been permitted to re-enter Israel, under the gov¬ 
ernment's program to reunite Arab families. In addition, about 28,000 of the 
more than 40,000 Arabs who re-entered Israel without permission have had their 
status legalised. 

-- The United States: Secretary of State John Foster Dulles, June 1, 1953: 

Some of these L Arab 7 refugees could be resettled in the area pres¬ 
ently controlled by Israel. Most, however, could more readily be 
integrated into the lives of the neighboring Arab communities." 
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‘diqsuaz 
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When the Arab armies attacked Israel, It was with the declared intention of wiping 
the nation off the map. But when the guns were silenced, the Arabs found themselves 

pushed back beyond the original borders, leaving Israel in control of more territory than 
the UN Partition had allocated. These new boundaries were officially recognized in the 
armistice agreements between Israel and the various Arab states. 

A Tripartite Declaration by the United Kingdom, France and the United States, 
iaaued May 22, ivao, pledged the three powers to prevent violation of the new borders. 

-- The Arab View: Israel must withdraw to the boundaries set by the original UN 
Partition. The United Nations must guarantee that Israel will not seek ter¬ 
ritorial expansion. Both of these conditions are prerequisites to peace talks. 

-- The Israel View: The boundaries originally laid down by the UN Partition were 
not disputed. Additional territory was not gained by aggressive action on the 
part of Israel, but rather in the process of repulsing an invading army bent on 
total destruction of the nation. Land won by citizens who died to defend their 
country should remain a part of Israel. 

The Jordan Vallej Projects 

The proper harnesaing and utilization of water is an absolute "must" if the Middle 
Bast la to become productive and sell sufficient. The region's water resources are not 
abundant, many rivers flow through more than one country. Thus, any plans for expan¬ 
sion or diversion of water must be made by mutual agreement. 

According to American and United Nations experts, water for irrigation and 
electricity could be most effectively secured through the development of a Jordan Valley 
Authority. Dr. Walter C. Lowdermllk, former Assistant Chief of the U. S. Soil Conser¬ 
vation Service, worked out a comprehensive plan for such a project some ten years ago. 
Israel, with Its growing industries and its efforts to cultivate land that has lain arid for 
centuries, has been most eager to proceed with this plan. 

In 1953, recognizing that Arab-lsrael relations made cooperation toward this end 




bt« •inspjof aqj jo tuaic/ft aqj ssaujcq oj pauBjsap 'urjd sjqj, ‘Ajjjoqjny AajjeA 
aassauuaj, aqj Aq pajcdajd jaafojd pasodojd * AjaAjjr jadooa aqcjjapun oj jacjsj 
pm sajrjs qr jy aqj aprnsjad oj jjojja uc uj jsrg ajppjjq aqj pajjsjA ‘aAjjcjuas 
-ajdaj jcuosjad s.Jatoquasjg juapjsajg ‘uojsuqof Djjg ‘auijj aiucs aqj jy 

urq Bjj ftajpqjj« juaui 

-jjcdaQ ajrjs aqj ‘uojjcSjjsaAUj suoij*N pajjufj Shijpuad suoijtjado Sujuitjp jjcq 
oj paajSt tarjsi uaq« ‘jaAaAog *japjo qjo/ft-asca;> s.a^juuag jtjauaj)-jofcjq 
qjjM Ajduioo oj ajn|jcj jo asncaaq jacjsj oj pjt-uj-sjutj8 ‘STl BujpjoqqjjM scm 
jj jeqj paaunouur juauijjedaa ajcjs aqj CS61 OZ Jaqojao “O :*ajA S rt aqj. — 

sjajctt ucpjof jo uojsjaAjp Aq pajaajjt aq jqgjui qajq* , ■ j »jr.« 

pur pucj qrjy ajcAjjd jje jo uojjaajojd aqj aajucjtnB oj pajcdajd jacjsj ‘ajjqM 
-ucajq pajnaas aq pjnoa uojssjiujad s.aijjuuag ft jauaQ-jofrft sc uoos sc jaa( 

-ojd aqj aiunsaj oj pappap jatjsj -joacj Jaq uj ajOA Ajjjofcui aqj jo «ajA uj 

uojug jajAog aqj Aq paojaA scm uojjnjosaj sjqj *VS61 'ZZ Ajcnurf uo 'aaucjg 
puc pucjSug ‘sajcjs pajjufl aqj Aq pasodojd sc« snuau s.tjjAg jo uojjcjoja 
ou pug pjnoqs a^juuag jrjauaQ-jofcjq jcqj juaAa aqj ui jjjoa aumsaj oj jacjsj 
9ujjj|uuad ‘uojjnjoBaj MQ y •jujrjduioa ucjjAg aqj pajtftjjsaAUj Mfj aqj ajjq/ft 
suojjcjado Sujujcjp puadsns oj paajSc jacjsj ’C 96 I JaqojDO uj 'jaAaMog 

■suojjac 8,jacjsj ajcjajp oj ja«od aqj cjjAg Jhijjutjft oj junoiucjurj 
aq pjno« japjo s^juuag |cjauaQ-jo(rjq qjj» ajucjjduioQ :«ajA jacasj aqj, -- 

cjjAs 

qjjm juauiaajSc Sojpuad xjom ascao oj jacjsj pajapjo ‘aujjsajtd uj uojjvzjuvSjo 
uojsjAjadng aanjj. aqj jo jjtjs jo jajq^ 'jjjcumaa jo aijjuuag jrjauao-jofcft 
‘CS 61 NH aqj MJI* paJJpoj fjjab qojqm jujcjdmoD jcjajjjo uc oj asuodsaj uj 

•spucj qcjy uiojj jajc/t jjaAjp pjnoM jj 

asncaaq jaafojd sjqj uo jjjoa jjcq ojjatjsj aDJOj pjnoqs mh aqj, :«ajA Q®JV aqj, — 

•aauo jc paacjj ajndsip y qaafojd 
ajjjaaja-ojpAq r. joj jaAjg ucpjof aqj ssaujvq oj suojjcjado ucSaq jacjsj 'ajqjssoduij 



- 13 - 


I 


requested by the UN Relief and Worka Agency (or Palestine Refugees, which 
aaked TV A to "disregard political boundaries and to prepare a report indicating 
the moat efficient method of utilizing the whole of the watershed in the best 
interests of the area.'* 

Explainiag Mr. John stun'a mission. President Elsenhower stated: 

It ia my conviction that acceptance of a comprehensive plan for the 
development of the Jordan Valley would contribute greatly to stability 
in the Near East, and to general economic progress of the region. I 
have aaked Mr. Johnstrn to explain this position to the states concerned, 
seek their cooperation, and help them through whatever means he finds 
advisable.” 

Israel haa indicated her willingness to discuss the details of the UN-TVA plan. 
The Arab states have thus far refused. 

Internationalization of Jerusalem 

Becauae of Jeruaalem's particular historic importance to three of the world's re¬ 
ligions, the UN Partition called for internationalization of the city to insure protection 
of, and free acceaa to, all Holy Places. Israel, which holds the New City of Jerusalem, 
and Jordan, which rulea the Old City, equally oppose this plan, although some of the Arab 
League countrlea favor It. 

The Israeli's look upon Jerusalem aa their traditional capital. Therefore, the 
government haa been gradually transferring its departments from Tel Aviv to the New 
City which la now considered Israel's aeat of government, although a number of embassies, 
Including that of the United States, still remain in Tel Aviv. 

The section of Jerusalem controlled by Israel holds only three Holy places — one 
Christian, one Jewish and one Moslem. The great majority of the shrines — fifteen 
Christian, three Moslem and five Jewish -- are in Old Jerusalem under Jordan rule. 

While rejecting internationalisation of Jerusalem, Israel has agreed to full inter¬ 
national supervision and control of the Holy places themselves. Jordan is willing to 
permit occasional UN inspection 

-- UN Proposals: In 1950, the General Assembly discussed two draft resolutions 
on Jerusalem. One, submitted by Belgium and endorsed by the Arab states, 
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OIL ROYALTIES 


IRAQ MO.OOO,OOO (!tS2) 

SAUDI ARABIA 1170.000.000 

Not*: Rfwwn from oil dona Ml taclalr income far tkra* 
British protector ataa it tit* IVraiaa Golf 'Bahrein. 
Kuweit, aad Qatar ), oat loo tad at over tlS4.000.000 
aoaually. 


WORLD MAR II REC0R0 


EGYPT 

IRAQ 

U8ANGH 

LIBYA 

JORDAN 

SAUDI ARABIA 

SYRIA 

YIITS 


Neutral until 1945. 

fW larod war ao Altioa, 1941; 

Joined Aliioa, 1943. 

Ibder Virhy French control until 1941. 
Italian colony. 

[Vr la red war an Gernnnv. 1939. 

Neutral until 1945 

Ibdtr Vichy French control until 1941. 
Noutral until 194S 


ISRAEL 


43,000 F^ileatinian Je«a served with 
Rr itiak forraa. 


CONCLUSIONS 

Ch the basia of the above data, the following coneluaions can be drawn: 

1. There exist vaat tracta of cultivable land in tke Middle Eaat, notably in Iraq and 
Syria, which can be uaed to aettle a great increase in population. 

2. Proper utilization of water could irrigate millions of additional acres, provide in* 
nenae quantities of electricity, and raise the standard of living ia most nations from ita 
present low level. 

3. Low standards of health and education in Arab countries stan in large measure fron 
the disproportionate distribution of wealth and land noa concentrated in tke bands of a mall 
percentage of the population. Reform of land tenure is an urgent priority for tke Middle Eaat. 
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THE MIDDLE EAST 

IN FACTS AND FIGURES 


Tflf ARAB LfAGUE AND ISRAEL 

The Middle East orcapiwa a poaitian of grwat economic and strategic isaptertame* ia tke 
andwm world. It la a land bridge netwwe n cootieeela, a mao of intarantlonnl cmaanicatlaaia, 
and rwaarvoir of vaat ntl deposits. It is also an arwa of rtvnlry and canflict bataaan Greet 
INmera, of internal instability and asternal taaaiaaa. At tkv kawrt of tkr region are eigkl 
independent Areb aationa and tke State of Israel. Follaaing ara ataaa basic facta and ftnares 
abaut these sine countries, eaawatiol to the aoderatoodine of tke prohlana of the Middle Eaat. 


AREA AND POPULATION 

POPULATION 



SQtAJC MILES 

POPULATION 

PER 90. Ml 

EGYPT 

386.000 

20.750.000 

53 


116,000 

5,100.000 

44 

JORDAN 

39.0UU 

1.250,000 

35.4 

LEBANON 

4,000 

1,285,000 

323 

LIBYA 

1,100,000 

1.340,000 

1.025 

SAUDI ARABIA 

870,000 

6.500.000 

7.7 

SYRIA 

72,000 

3,300,000 

45 

YEICN 

75,000 

4.500,000 

60 

ARAB LEAGUE TOTAL 

2,662,000 

44.025.000 

17 

ISRAEL 

8,000 

1,600,000 

200 


(180,000 Arabs) 


EGYPT 

IAND 

CULTIVABLE 

(aq. ai.) 

18,000 

IRAQ 

47,000 

JORDAN 

Ihknown 

LEBANON 

1,800 

LIBYA 

Unknown 

SAUDI ARABIA 

Ihknown 

SYRIA 

20.500 

YEMEN 

Unknown 

ISRAEL 

3,500 


CULTIVATED 

LAND 

OWNERSHIP 

13,500 

0.9% of popu¬ 
lation owns 

38% of land 

17,000 

1.5% owns 80% 

1,875 

15% owns 65% 

800 

Unknoan 

Inknoan 

Ih known 

Unknown 

Unknown 

9,000 

Ihknown 

I >n known 

Unknown 

1,600 

Jewish National 
Fund holds hal f 
cultivated area 


(Statistical lafonaatioa it generally unavailable for Libya, Saudi Arabia, aod Yaaea. The Food and 
Agricaltura Orgnmtation of the United Nation* eatiaataa approxiwataly half of the total lead area of 
the Middle Eaat coaid be caltivated if irrigated.) 
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PER i-APITa llTX*a 

aorr.oparrnai 
10 capita 

EGYPT 

t WO 

S 22 

IRAQ 

15 

It 

LI MANOR 

125 

20 

LIBYA 

32 

IMkno-n 

SAIOI ARABIA 

40 

IMaan 

SYRIA 

100 

9 

JORDAN 

90 

16 

YEMEN 

40 

ladinamn 

ISRAEL 

390 

218 


FORM OF OOVERHMEMT AND DATE OF INDEPENDENCE 


EGYPT 

IRAQ 

JGRDAN 

LEBANON 

LIBYA 

Saudi arahia 

SYRIA 

YEJT.N 


Republic under military dictatorship; 1922 
Constitutional Monarchy, loarn cannot cote; 
1932 

Constitutional Monarchy, Rouen cannot vote; 
1946 

Republic; 1941 

Constitutianal Monarchy, 1952 
Absolute Monarcnv, 19% 

Republic under military dictatorship; 1941 
Absolute Monarchy; 1934 


ISRAEL 


Republic, universal suffrage, 1948 


RIVERS 

EGYPT 

Nile 

IRAQ 

Tigris, Euphrates 
Orontea, Litani 

LERANOR 

LIBYA 

None 

SAUDI ABABIA 

None 

SYRIA 

Tigris, Euphrates, 

JORDAN 

Jordan, Yarnuk 

YEMEN 

None 

ISRAEL 

Jordan 


USE OF WATER POWER (Developed and/or Planned) 


EGYPT 

IRAQ 

LEBANON 

LIBYA 

SAUDI ARABIA 
SYRIA 
JORDAN 
YEMEN 


Electricity from dam at Aswan 

Euphrates dam 

Litani dam (incomplete) 

None 

None 

Orontea dam 

Yarmik development (incomplete) 
None 





EDUCATION 


SCHOOL-AGF. 

CHI LOREN 

NO. DAILY NEWS¬ 

LITERACY IN WIMA BY 

SCHOOLS 

PAPERS AVAILABLE 



(car 100W 



ianabi taata) 


EGYPT 

25% 

40.4% 

17 

IRAQ 

5-10% 

20% 

10 

JORDAN 

Unknown 

28% 

In known 

LEBANON 

45% 

60% 

81 

LIBYA 

4% 

3.4% 

Unknown 

SAUDI ARABIA 

2% 

1% 

None 

SYRIA 

Union oan 

35% 

19 

YE*N 

2% 

Uhknown 

None 

ISRAEL 

96% 

99% 

235 


HEALTH 



NO.INHABITANTS 
PER DOCTOR 

INFANT 
MORTALITY 
(Par 1000) 

DEATHS 

(Par 1000) 

Lire 

EXPECT¬ 

ANCY 

EGYPT 

5,000 

200 

28.7 

30 yra. 

IRAQ 

7,000 

350 

Unknown 

30 yra. 

JORDAN 

6,000 

200 

19 

Lhknoam 

LEBANON 

1,500 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Unknown 

LIBYA 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Unlmoam 

SAUDI ARABIA 

1 In known 

Unknown 

In known 

l vdonown 

SYRIA 

4,500 . 

I n known 

Ihknown 

(hknown 

YEICN 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Iki known 

In known 

ISRAEL 

380 

38 

6.8 

67 yra. 


ISRAEL 


Projected Jordan power plant 


Note: With the exception of Israel, leas than 5% of children 
receive a secondary education. 
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Ha ifa - "City of the Future" 

Haifa 1 * 190,000 eltlsens, Jew* and Arabs alike, have adopted this slogan, 
end era working hard to bring the city 1 a future cloaar —— aooner. 

Histadrut, Israel's Federation of Labor, is taking the initiative in 
making the dream come true. Hjstadrut's 124,000 members in Haifa make up 61.6 
par cent of the city's population as against 53 par cent in Jerusalem and 40 
par cent in Tel Aviv. Haifa's reputation as a solid labor town has been earned. 
In 1946 there were only 43,000 Histadrut members — an increase in five years 
of more than 150 par cent. 

Famed since antiquity for her natural beauty, Haifa is built on the site 
of a saaside village that has been continuously settled for seventeen centuries. 
More recently, however, Haifa has expanded. She has climbed up the slopes of 
Mt. Carmel, rich in Biblical lore, where the "Place of Burning" commemorates the 
triumph of the Prophet Elijah over the priests of Baal. On this mountain, too, 
is the Carmelite Monastery, founded in 1156. The city extends from sea level at 
the coast line all the way up to the mountain peaks, providing vistas of great 
beauty. 

Haifa's present overshadows her psst. She is noted psrticularly for two 
thlngsi her port and har industry. Her deep-sea harbor accoamodates the world's 
great liners. The large bay la relatively free from storms, and offers safe 
shelter to ships all year round - the best deep-sea port in the eastern Medi¬ 

terranean. Through this gateway have arrived seven out of every ten of the 
700,000 Lasigrants who have streamed into Israel since the state was established 
in 1946. Many of the new immigrants settled in and around Haifa. They hall 
from 37 different countries and apeak 29 languages. 

Haifa is the home port of Israel's growing merchant marine. It serves 
the Israel Navy. Israel is landlocked, with hostile Arab states on all her bor¬ 
ders] Haifa la her chief link with the outside world. Haifa gives Israel her 
fraadom of the aaaa. 

Expanding Industry 

The busy port has given impetus to Haifa's status as Israel's industrial 
cantar. Israel's key industries have grown and developed in this areas cement, 
iron and atael works, glssa factories, oil refineries, the basic chemical manu¬ 
facturing plants. 

A song Israel's biggest industrial plants are the Nesher Cement Works 
with a latest 1,000 workers and a production of about half a million tons of 
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CNint a year; tha Vulcan Poundrlas, producing machinery and other equipment; 
tha Phoenicia Glaea Works; tha Middle Bast Tuba Co. manufacturing welded iron 
plpas, aeamlaaa galvanised pipaa and similar products; steal rolling mills; a 
chead cal fertiliser plant; and many others, ^ome of these ara tha largest of 
their kind in tha Middle Feat, and many produce for export. Histadrut, through 
its cooperative and industrial antarprl aas, has been a pioneer in creating 
larga segments of Haifa's industry* 

Foreign fires have been ouick to see the industrial and commercial pos¬ 
sibilities of the Haifa area. Several years ago, for Instance, Kalaer-Fraser 
opened an assembly plant in Haifa Bay, and cars assembled in Israel are now ax- 
port ad to Turkey, Finland and other oountrles. 

Local Set-Up of Histadrut 

Both in tha port and in industry, nearly all the workers are members of 
Histadrut. The nerve center of Haifa's labor movmaent is located in Histadrut's 
new alx-atory building in the heart of town. The present secretary is Joseph 
Almogl, whila hia predecessor, Abba Huahl, is now mayor of Haifa. Brother 
Alwogl has five colleagues on the secretariat, which meets twice weekly. They 
arm aaalated by a 21-man Executive Board which meets once a month. The Board 
members ara elacted by the workers, and unions whose representatives are not 
alactsd to the Board send observers to the monthly meetings. Routine business 
la conducted by the varioua Labor Council's departments, where 109 permanent 
officials are amployed. Tha Council's annual budget is sbout $600,000. 

A breakdown of Histadrut's membership gives a clue to Hsifa's econoay. 
Histadrut members include 10,000 employed in the clerical professions; 7,000 
in the metal trades; 5,500 in the building trades; L,800 in civil service; 
3,200 In the chemical Industries; 3,000 in the needle trades; 2,100 in Haifa 
Port; 2,000 in services; 1,650 in food Industries; 1,500 doctors and medical 
amployeea; 1,350 engineers and architects; 1,300 railway saployees; and 7,800 
are unskilled workera. 

Because the sudden Influx 
of laalgranta swelled the city's 
population and the ranka of Hista¬ 
drut, tha housing shortage became 
savers. To offast this, Histadrut 
launehad a workera' housing program 
through its housing corporation and 
built a number of workers' suburbs 
surrounding the city. 

Haifa haa 51 cooparatlvely 
owned and oparated stores, the 
largmat of which, a cooperative 
department store, is situated in 
Histadrut House itself. 

Hiatad rig's Sick Fund and 
health insurance scheme has about 
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30 health cantara In and around Haifa and providss full medical services for 
tha mambara of Hiatadrut and thalr families. Tha Sick Fund in Haifa employs 
233 doctora, 23fl nuraaa, 103 dantlata and 36 pharmacists, and 313 administra¬ 
tive paraonnal and othara. 

In Haifa, aa elsewhere in Iareel, Hiatadrut ia alao active in tha 
flalda of social welfare and culture. Tha Workingwomen's Council maintains a 
maber of children'a homes, particularly for tha children of working mothera 
and for retarded children. Hare 2,600 children are cared for. Thera are 
■any Hiatadrut librarlaa and reading rooaia throughout tha city and a faw au- 
diterliaaa where various cultural activities taka place. 

Arab Wbrkara Or gan!gad In Hiatadrut 

y to organics Arab yorkers was 
ware atlll in power. Mayor Huahi, 
than the secretary of tha Haifa 
labor Council, pioneered in eatab- 
llahing good relatione with tha 
Arab workera. Even before tha 
State of Iarael mb a created, there 
were many planta whera Jew and Arab 
worked aide by aide. When Jewish 
leaders were arrested by tha Brit¬ 
ish in 19l»6, Huahi was sheltered 
by the lnhabitante of an Arab vil¬ 
lage on Mt. Canael. Ae Haifa'a 
Mayor, he hae conaletently striven 
to footer cordiality and salty 
among Jewish and Arab workers. 

Becauaa Haifa la Iarael*a 
most labor-conscloua town, it is 
only natural that Hiatadrut 
should have taken the lead in her development. Haifa's cltliens, lad by Hiata¬ 
drut, have coae to typify all that la beat in the Israeli tradition of hard 
work and energy. "The City of tha Future” la not an empty slogan — Haifa's 
development la so rapid that froouently the present catches up with the future. 
This development illustrates clearly what a labor movement can do when it la 
given the opportunity. 


Fraternally yours, 


Mosha Bitan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Hiatadrut in Israel 

■bill 
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Tha first attampt in the entire countr 
made in Haifa, back in 1927 when tha British 
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Labor in Israe, 


VOLUME Ttfj - MITVBER TWC 


February, 1954 


tienoer ■i«or«d - - t.Ior Union 


Ieraei's yo'-ng arprrnticas have th~1r own unique trade union affili- 
eted with Hietairut Tirae-i'e Federation of Labor). 

Thie junior trade ur ,n, known as Hfanoar Haoved (Working Youth), pro- 
tecte the wages, r- _re -d wt King conditions of its 35,000 young wage earners. 
They enjoy the sere T--nrr!ts of trade union mrasberahip as their fathers and 
older brothers, plus a few wnlch their elders do not have. 


Hao -rtr -isr«T» -. i* 
Apprenticeship l*w. 


uH*d by the government in the enforcement of the 
* -<—aires employers to hire apprentices to re¬ 
plenish the country's reservoir of 
skilled manpower. The wages of ap¬ 
prentices are regulated by e com- * 
mittee on which Hanoer Haoved as 
well as the smployers are represented. 


The law forbids employers to 
accept any payment for training 
these apprentices, and the Govern¬ 
ment Apprenticeship Officer can for¬ 
bid ary employer to hire apprentices 
if working conditions are unsuitable. 
The employer must appoint an older 
worker to be responsible for the 
young learner during hia apprentice¬ 
ship, and the epprentice must be put 
to work only on jobs which will help 
him to master the trade he is learn¬ 
ing. The employer must also give 
the apprentice time off from work, 
without deductions from pay, to attend 
a recognized trade school. 

Hanoar Haoved is in many re¬ 
spects a junior edition of its parent 

* * . >* - - body, the Histadrut, of which it is 

en integral part. When Histadrut was 
organised in Britieh-mandated Palestine in 1921, the country had practically no 
labor legislation of ary kind. There was hardly any legal protection for young- 
etere who had to work and no safeguard that they could continue to get e general 
education and vocational training. 
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It was to correct thl' • '.♦-witon that Hanoar Haoved was founded in 1924. 
Although part and parcal >f ••' .irut, it was given full autonongr in all matter# 
affecting youth. These inc’.ud* vocational training, suitable employment, decent 
wages and proper wcr-kinr ror»Hti ns. 

Beo loyment and Voc ational Tr-iij-.i.n* 

The organisation run# its own employment service which find# suitable 
Job# for youth looking for wor*, ?ofore they are assigned to Job#, however, 
they are invited to a voeaM ml 
guidance center for aptitude t-sts. 

Three thcuaand ycungaters 
are now attending trade schools 
run by Ha no a r Haoved after working 
hours, most of them concentrating 
on the metal trades. Two thousand 
member# of Hanoar Haoved attend 
specie1 high schools in the eve¬ 
nings, and more than 10,000 are 
attending evening elementary 
schools. These elementary school* 
were run by Henoer Haoved until 
recently, but now that the State 
of Israel has been created, they 
are run by the Israel government 
like daytime elementary schools. 

drill st s Hanoar Haoved trade school. 

A twenties Hirins Laws 


t 





Hanoar Haoved has bean 1 ns*, r r.-nt* 1 in helping to get modern labor legis¬ 
lation passed by Isreel's parliament. 

Tha law now forblda the «n; lnyment of children under 14, end bars boya and 
girls under 16 from work in hotels, lanea halls, mental institutions and other 
unsuitable places. The law 1 1 so empowers the government to forbid the employment 
of boya and girls und*r l 3 in n\her places if it threatens their physical and 
mental developaent. 

In addition to its ^,000 wa. T e-«aming members, Hanoar Haoved includes 
1?,000 other boys and rirls who have Joined for its many social and educational 
advantages and who are learning .(bout trade unionism even before they go to work. 
Ha near Haoved prepares there for this uy they get Jobe, when they become full- 
fledged trade unionists. Like Hi.*.* airut, Hanoar Haoved provides ite members 
with the opportunity of a rending the siumaer vacation at rural reaorta. Like 
Riatedriit, it gives its cambers many social ami educational services. It aima 
to make ite maadiera good citizens as well as good trade unionists. Recently 
Rtetadnit accepted thouennds of Arab workers as irenibers, end Hanoar Haoved ia 
now admitting about 1,000 An»t yuul: * into ite ranks. 
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Farm Settlements 

Thar* ar* LB 0 Hanoar Haovect branches throughout Israel — 160 In towns, 
▼illsgea and immigrants' transit camps and 320 on fans settlements. About 16,000 
■aabara of Hanoar HaoYed hold Jobs in towns, and about 19,000 lire and work 
(usually only part-tias) on fara settlement a. 

The younger aeabars of Hanoar Haoved are organized in scout troops, while 
aaiqr of ths older teen-agers are helped to Join farm settlements or start their 
own. Fifty such settlements have already been created by Hanoar Haoved "graduates." 
About 2,000 tean-agera Join aattleaenta every year, either to get soae fara train¬ 
ing or aa apprentices at the aattleaenta* industrial plants. Of the Hanoar Haoved 
■aabars who Join tha Aray, about LOO a year choose the special units which coa- 
bina fara training with the 30-aonth period of military service, later atarting 
their own aattleaent when they are discharged. 

Hanoar Haoved is particularly active in trying to organize youth aaong the 
new ismi grants. Many of these youngsters have coae from countries of Asia and 
Africa with unenviabla records. Many of thea were raised in the sluae and bazaars 
of Oriental towns. Once in Israel, they are helped by Hanoar Haoved and its many 
services to laad honaat and useful Uvea. 

Labor aoveaanta in each country have to find answers for the burning ques¬ 
tions which conditiona in their countries pose. Each labor movement must tackle 
its own problems in its own way. Iarael labor faces the aajor problem of inte¬ 
grating hundreds of thouaanda of new immigrants and transforming thea into pro¬ 
ductive element* of a modem society. The activities of Hanoar Haoved are an 
important factor in thia work. 


Fraternally yours. 

Moshe Bitan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Histadrut in Israel 
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January 12, 1954 


Ml aa Anna Watkina 
Inti. Brotharfcood of Taaaiate-a 
100 Indiana Ava. MW 
Waahinjrton, D. C. 

Daar Klaa Matklnat 

I an "ncloaing harawith a cocy of tha talafra* Mr. Bitan racaiaad 
from Charlaa J. Mantrin and a oory of Mr. Bitan*a anawar. Thia ia 
for your information. 


Sincaraly youra. 


Lft'ira Laaaar 

Socratary to Moaha Bitan 
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NATIONAL CC*fITTCF FOH L J BOR I«*AEI. 
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J»n. 7, 1954 

CNANLK5 J. *imi 

rnmuL labor council boon 201 

LABOR TTMPL1 2000 FIR?T *YE 
MATTLF, NArK, 

*WT UBABLF IT MAKS OHS OF TMO FROPO'ID DATE- UJNCHBDN i LUB AlOOHDING TO 
SCNiDOLX AfAIlABU FOB JTETINC «SATTU A NT TIMS ft BH JART 11 AF?^ 1PN TWOUGN 
13 TBANI YOU FOB KIND COOPERATION MOULD APVRvCATK EARLY AK3MEX 

FRA TONALLY 

MOSNS BITAN 
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HOSHE BITAN AMERICAN R r 1’RE2ENTATIVE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD OF HISTADRUT IN ISRAEL HISTADRUT HOUSE 
33 EAST (P ST NYK 

rn'iR iet^r to wiliiah ortfein -ecr^takt trea^her teamsters 

LOCAL 353 SEATTLE HAS "EE* REARED TO ME AS PUBLIC 
RELATIONS DIRECTOR SEATTIE CENTRAL LABOR COUNCIL OUR AF OF L 
LL’NCHKN CHIB MEETS ON FEBRUART 3 AND FEBRUARY 17TK IF EITHER 
OF THESE DATE" MEET WITH TOUR APPROVAL WE WCUID LIKE TO MATE 
TOU AS OUR OUES* SPEAKER AND BRCTKFR GRIFFIN WILL ACT AS 
CHAIRMAN FOR THE IUMCBON WK CAN ARF.AWGE A MEETING THE 11TH 
OR 12TH OF FEBRUART AS REQUESTH) IN TOUR lETT'R IF TOU 
CAHHOT HAKE OUR SJ NESTED DATES PI EASE WIRE REPLY FRATERNALLY 
CHARLES J HEMTRIN EXECUTIVE HOARD MEMBER CENTRAI 
LABCR CCUMCIL ROOK 201 LA BCR TEMPI! 2800 FIRST AVE 
SEATTLE 
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PrinciDleg of Ware Policy 

Becauaa the country la atill economically weak, and becauae the worker 1 a 
welfare ia directly linked with the country aa a whole, Hiatadrut'a new wage 
policy ia coneamed with the economic problems of the nation as well as with 
the woriter's issued late gain. Histadrut, like the rest of the nation, wants to 
aae Israel achieve full economic recovery and full economic Independence aa 
quickly aa possible. It has to reckon with the possibilities of each and every 
new industrial enterprise. If the trade union exaggerates its demands in terms 
of wages, benefits and hours of work, it may endanger the very existence of the 
particular enterprise. Hiatadrut has alao to bear in mind that the dangers of 
inflation must be constantly fought. Prices must be stabilized. At the same 
time, the real value of wages must be maintained when prices go up. For the 
good of the worker and the entire country, Hiatadrut ia for Increased production, 
greater efficiency, better workmanship and higher exports. 

Israel's economy la atill in the process of consolidation. The worker, 
through his union, la therefore vitally interested in improving the economic 
conditions of the country aa a whole, especially as he knows that hia union ia 
capable of seeing to it that he and hia fellow-workers won't have to bear a dis¬ 
proportionate part of the economic burden which is distributed evenly among the 
entire population. Labor la net a privileged part of the community, but it cer¬ 
tainly is not underprivileged. Today Israel ia still constating sure than she 
can produce. She still imports more than she exports. There are many good rea¬ 
sons for this. One of them ia the vast number of unskilled issalgrants ahe has 
absorbed. Another is the high military expenditure needed to safeguard the 
borders against the surrounding countries which have ao far stubbornly refused 
to discuss peace with Israel. 

Collective Bargaining 

Hiatadrut today bargains collectively with the employers, in some cases 
on a national trade seals with the particular branch of the Manufacturers Asso¬ 
ciation. Hiatadrut today represents 80 per cent of all wage-earners throughout 
the country, in moat induatriea mere than 90 per cent. The struggle for collec¬ 
tive bargaining was not an eaqy one and recognition for trade union rights did 
not ceae overnight. The formative years of our trade union auavement were be¬ 
tween 1927 and 1933. 

This period ia characterized as the beginning of the industrialization of 
the country and the emergence of various groups of skilled and qualified workers. 
The demand for such workers waa great and in many Israeli enterprises the ides 
of trade unionism became the central and dominant factor. It ia during this 
period that the employers began their struggle against the unions. The Hiatadrut 
entered this struggle with all its power and determination. It fought for recog¬ 
nition and for collective bargaining. Long and bitter strikes took place. I will 
mention only three famous strikes, which decided the question once and for all: 
the 1927 strike at the Mahir match factory, the strike at the Friedman-Eltstein 
textile factory and the strike at the Froumine Bakeries. The main factors in 
these strikes were economic and political. The employers refused to bargain col¬ 
lectively with their workers. There was alao competition by a rival trade union 
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movement organised by a political party close to ths employers' group. The out¬ 
come of these strikes was completely favorable to Histadrut and since then no 
attempt haa been made to aueation the right of the Israel workers to organise in 
trade unions and bargain collectively. 

in creases in 1954 

Histadrut's policy for the ccming year does not call for any increase in 
basic wares, but earnings will continue to rise in two wayat an escalator 
coat-of-living allowance and production premiums. Thus wages will continue to 
be adjusted to prices every three months by the sliding cost-of-living allow¬ 
ance based on the price index. The new agreement, as described in the New York 
Timms of December 21, 1953» will rectify the present anomalous position whereby 
the wage differential between a highly skilled worker and an unskilled worker 
in a given trade ia reduced to a mlnumum. 

Workers will be able to raise their earnings by attaining higher standards 
of professional skill, thus entering higher grades at their plants. This is 
also necessary for the country as a whole, as it increases the chances for ex¬ 
ports. Histadrut has offered to cooperate with spy manufacturer who wants to 
raise his msployers' standards of skill. 

Many thousands of workers have alao added to their pay packets by earning 
from 10 to 30 per cent above their baaic pay in production premiums. Of a total 
of 173,000 wage-earners in agriculture, industry, transport and building, 70,000 
(40 per cent) are now linked to incentive pay systmas. 

Because the workers bear a relatively high share of income taxes, Hista¬ 
drut has asked the Government to exempt from income taxes all cost-of-living 
increases since March, 1953. 

In line with ita wage policy for 1954, Histadrut has instructed all its 
msmber trade unions to safeguard the social benefits which now form part of 
collective agreements and to extend th»m to those categories of workers who 
don't yet enjoy them. Social benefits vary from industry to industry and run 
on the average about 25 per cent of gross wages, but in some industries reach 
40 per cent. They include paid holidays, paid maternity leave and employers' 
contributions to the health insurance plan. 

The current agreement represents an important victory for Histadrut, aa 
it came only after prolonged negotiations during which the Manufacturers Asso¬ 
ciation refused to renew the cost-of-living agreement as was done every year 
since 1944. The second stage in Histadrut's wage policy for 1954 will now open 
with negotiations of the collective agreements in all trades for the coming year. 

Fraternally yours. 

Mo she Bitan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Histadrut in Israel 
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Docanbor 29 , 1953 


Waa Ann* Uatkin* 

Inti. Bhood of Tuntiri 
100 Indiana At*., NW 
Waahinfton, D. C. 

Dour Miaa WaAinai 

Encloaad ia a oopy of th* lottar I wrot* to WiIlian Griffin 
today. 

Sincaraly, 

' /List'yfZc. 

Moaha Bitan 

afctll 

•nc. 
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*r. '>11 Han -rlffln, <*c. •, 

local 153 

SJJ 

•at* 1* 9. >t*« s lnaton 
3asr Vdher Orlfflm 

T heart fra* Arm* that you ware kind anouyh to agre* to call 

• Mating af loading labor laadara In your city to r<*#t with me alth*r 
•n February 11, 1954 aftar }tOC t* in tha afternoon or on v *bru»ry 12, 
1954 la tha aomlng. 

im -atklne ha a probably told you that I waa a ant by ay federation 
af labor to thla country to aatahllah fraternal contacta with tha 
African labor eoTMant *rv4 ona af iqt abjactlma la to lot African 
labor laadara know -bout Israel «r>t about our labor tot caw nt in per- 
’lcular. 

I «• ancleaina herewith tha bnck coplaa of ar Ibwalat ar which you 
will receive regularly in tha fUttra. In thaaa Hewalettera you will 
find ao*a Information on our eov*mant in Iaraal. I rat tha 'C'aaidant 
af your International union a faw weaka ago and I wan r*ry .* 1 ad to 
find that ha too waa Interacted In our country *n1 our labor *crr*-aent. 

I an rary eceh looking forward to my ‘rip to tha *eat focat, partleu- 
larly aa thla ia tha flrat tl*e I will ba rialting this area. 

If you h*ve any further queetlone, rlmaa 3o not haaltata to wrlta to 
•a, and 1 would a praclnta it if you lat aa know at what tiaa you h*ee 
arrufad tha Mating. 

Ann* utkla* euggeeted that I aak you to aake a reeerratlon for no at 
a hetel la **attla (aha ausgeated tha Olympic). 2 aha 11 arrive on 
abruary 11. 

Thank you v«r» »*jah for yr>ur kind cooperation. 

Fraternally youra. 


Moehe itan 

American Repre«en stive 

Lxecutlve Hoard of Hiatadrit in Iaraal 

ubill 
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December 1C, 1953 


Mi sa Ann Watkins 

Inti. Brotherhood of Teamsters 

IOC: Indiana Ave., 

Washington, D. C. 

Misa Wat Winni 

Enclosed please find the pnmised back copies of the Newsletter 
(with t‘e exception of #3, which is out of print) for Brother 
Griffin in :-eattle. 

Thank you again for your kini cooperation regarding ny trip to 
Seattle ar.i I hope to hear firm you soon. 

Beat regards to your nuaband. I enjoyad taking to him very much. 


Cordially yours 


ahtll 


Moshe Bitan 
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VOLUME ONE - NUMBER NINE 

December, 1953 

Vocational T raining 

Every one of the 750 y 000 immigrants who poured into Israel in the 
laat five years Is a consumer, and the country's consumption rate of man¬ 
ufactured good a has more than doubled. But only a tiny fraction of then 
were producers when they came, and the result was a badly unbalanced ratio 
of aupply and demand. The country simply did not hare enough skilled 
workers to produce the consumer goods needed by the population. 

Industry needed both men and money. Since the State of Israel was 
created in 1946, a billion and a quarter dollars have entered the country 
as capital investment. But the growth of skills did not keep pace. Back 
in 1926, 57 per cent of new immigrants were skilled workers. In 1950, 
only 15 per cent of the newcomers were skilled, and this proportion has 
continued to this very day. There is consequently a drastic shortage of 
competent manpower in every branch of industrial production. 

To aupply the constantly increasing demand for skilled labor in 
industry, a nationwide program of vocational training was sponsored by 
the Ministry of Labor, the HistadnA (Israel's Federation of Labor), the 
Manufacturers Association and the Labor Exchanges (controlled ty the 
unions). In the last two years, 20,000 unskilled men and women have 
attended training oourses and have acquired industrial skills. 

The first step in the traiaLng of the skilled worker is a full-time 
courae on the basic elements of the skill being studied. These courses 
eonaiet of seven hours of clasarooa instruction a week and f orty hours of 
actual work at the trade. When he has completed this course, the worker 
haa maatared the trade sufficiently to be able to get a job in industry. 

Once he has begun to work in his new job, he can continue to study 
his skill in the evenings by attending advanced courses. These provide a 
etaggered gjrstam of instruction from basic training through successive 
dagrsea of skill-improvement until the worker has reached the highest pos¬ 
sible proficiency. Mary an immigrant in Israel has coaipleted his elemen¬ 
tary training in a new skill and has then risen, helped by a succession of 
courses, to the highest levels in his trade. 

Range of Courses 

More than 100 different skills have been taught to immigrants. The 
most important of these have been the building trades (bricklayers, form- 
setter a, iron-bendera, plasterers, tillers, etc.); metal crafts and allied 
trades (lockasdthy, tool-making, turning, riveting, welding); Diesel, auto- 
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mobile and aircraft repair; plumbing; electro-mechanics and radio-mechanics. 

Hundreds of imaiigrants are now learning carpentry, both for construc¬ 
tion work and for the furniture industry. Courses are given in the various 
branches of the catering trade, the clerical trades, printing, diamond cut¬ 
ting and collating, and transport (including garage work, railway work and 
port work). The chief emphasis in the vocational training program has been 
placed on the building trades, ths metal trades and clerical work: Of the 
couraea, 25 % are in the metal trades, 22 % in the building trades, 20% in 
the clerical professions, 8 % in nursing, 5 % in carpentry trades and 20 % in 
other trades. 

Young men and women form the largest group attending these courses, 
and 36 per cent of all those who attended classes were under twenty-two. 

Of the others, IS per cent were between 22 and 30, 12 per cent between 30 
and 35, and the resiainder were over 35. Almost half (46 per cent) were 
new iaadgrants from Oriental countries (such as Ejqrpt, Iraq, Arabia and 
North Africa), while 33 per cent came from Eastern Europe, 4 per cent from 
the Balkans, and 10 per cent from, other countries. Only seven per cent 
were natives of Isreel. 

Because of the low educational level of nary of the new imadgrants, 
and because almost none of them knew Hebrew (the language of Israel), spe¬ 
cial classes in Hebrew and elementary education are provided in the voca¬ 
tional training program. 

Tra d e Schoo ls 

The vocationel training program for adults is largely the financial 
responeibility of the Government. HistadnJt is concentrating particularly 
on the tens of thousands of teen-age umnigrants. Newcomers comprise more 
than half of Israel's population and two-thirds of Histadrut's membership. 
Almost all are unskilled. Histadrut is trying to transform them, especially 
the younger generation, into skilled workers to meet the needs of the country. 

Histadrut trade schools, know aa Amal schools, have already trained 
thouaande of youngsters. At present, a thousand youngsters are registered 
in these schools. The oldest Amal school is in Tel Aviv, and was named in 
mamory of Max Pine, the late veteran American labor leader. 

The Nax Pine School in Tel Aviv was founded in 1931 with the help of 
the Rational Coaaaittee for Labor Israel in the U.S. The International Trade 
School in Haifa was established with the help of the International Ladies 
Germant Workers Union in the U.S. Another trade school, in Jerusalem, was 
established with the help of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America. 
There are also eirfit other schools throughout the country. They offer 
courses in the metal trades, <»lectro-mechanics, carpentry, auto-mechanics, 
redio-mechanlcs, asro-mechanica and glass-blowing. Courses in photography 
and printing are being added. 

There are also a number of secondary schools which specialise in 
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agriculture. These achoola ara aponaored by Hi atadrut and by its Working- 
woaen's Council*. One achool gives advanced course* in various branches 
of agriculture to aeabers of our cooperative farsi settlaaenta. 


#-*# 4HHI ### 


Hiatadrut'a International Labor Contact a 


la recant siontha aany labor delegationa and labor leadera fro* 

Europe and Asia have viaited Histadrut in Israel, and Hiatadrut repreaent- 
atlvee have viaited labor aovraents in foreign countriea. Hiatadrut be¬ 
lieves that tha International Confederation of Free Trade Uniona (in which 
the Hiatadrut, like the AFL, the CIO and the United Mine Workers, la a 
amber) takes on added significance when labor aoveeents in different 
countriea get to know each other and see how other labor federations operate. 

Recently we had a six-sun delegation of Bursase t*ade union leaders 
aa our guest*. The delegation was headed by Mr. U. Tin Nyunt, general- 
secretary of the Buraeae Trade Union Congreas and aeaber of the Buraeae 
Parliaaent. 

Mr. fiaaanuel Shinwell, Minister of Defense in the foraer British 
labor Cabinet, toured Israel at the invitation of the Governaent and was 
also tha guest of Histadrut. Another recent visitor to Isrsel froa Britain 
was Saa Watson, an old trade unionist and Meaber of Psrliaaent, snd one of 
tha British Labor Party aeabers representing the aining district of Durhaa. 
This was Watson*a aeoond visit to Isrsel since he visited our country the 
first tlae In 1949 as head of a coabined delegation of the Trade Uniona 
Congress, the Labor Party and the Cooperative Moveaent. 

Hiatadrut la trying to establltfi particularly close relstions with 
tha trade union aoveaent In the Middle East, snd sent frsternel delegates 
to attend conventions of the trade union aoveaent in Turkey (Turk-Is), 
which recently joined the ICFTU, snd Cyprus (Cyprus Workers Confederstion), 
which slao belongs to the ICFTU. 


Fraternally yours, 

Mo she Bi tan 

Aaerican Representative 

Ececutive Board of Histadrut in Israel 
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Arab Workers in Hlstadrut 

Iarael'a Arab population is 175,000, about 10 par cant of tha total 
population of tha country. About 120,000 Arabs lire in Tillages aa nail 
farmers and as r arm laborers, about 35,000 are in tcwna and the rest are 
nosiads (Bedouins). For mary years Israel's Federation of Labor (Hiatadrut) 
tried to organise these workers into unions, but never met with more than 
partial success. The Arab fam laborer who worked for a Jewish employer 
showed soaw response to the idea of unionisation, but it was practically 
ls^oaalble to organise the Arab farsi worker who was eaployed by Arab land- 
owners. This was chiefly the result of the Arab landlord's abuse of the 
bond of race and religion that existed between his and his employees, whon 
ha was easily able to convince that union organisation was an undesirable 
modem device or even a weapon wielded by the Jews for sinister purposes. 

As early as 1927 Hlstadrut launched its first efforts to organize 
Arab workers, and created the Palestine Labor League"for the purpose. Be¬ 
fore 194& this organisation net with only fair success, but the establish¬ 
ment of the State of Israel in that year improved the prospects of reaching 
the Arab worker. Branches of the "League" exist in 53 villages and seven 
cities. Full success came last spring, when Hlstadrut invited all Arab 
workers to Join its trade unions. In the eight months that have passed 
since this stap was taken, about 16,000 Arab workers have joined Hlstadrut 
trsde unions. 

Msny of the unions which Arabs have Joined are in the predominantly 
Arab town of Masareth and in the hills of Lower Galilee. They are clerical 
msployeea. Government workera, teachers, quarry workers and men employed in 
ths building trades. Arab industrial workers in Haifa and Jaffa, including 
workers in automobile repair shops, have also Joined Hlstadrut unions, as 
have railway employees in Lydda. 

Establishing CooDeratives 

Hlstadrut has had to use unorthodox methods in bringing the full ben¬ 
efits of the labor movement to the Arab workers, who have become accustomed 
to exploitation fbr centuries and have been kept on a standard of living 
well below what would in modem countries be called the subsistence level. 
Mary of the Arab workers live in tiny primitive villages and are, at least 
theoretically, self-employed. Because of their environment and way of life, 
Hlstadrut believes that cooperation is the best way of raising their stand¬ 
ard of living, and a number of cooperatives, both in production and services. 
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•a wall aa about tan cooperative stores, have baan established in Arab 
communities. Hiatadrut allocated a special fund from which loana were 
made to theee cooperatives to help then get on their feet. One of the 
beat waja to help the Arab farmer was to organise the marketing of ag¬ 
ricultural products from the Arab village in the towna. Previously the 
Arab farmers were unable to get full value for their products. During 
the last year nearly UO par cent of the entire agricultural products of 
the Arab farmer in Iaraal was handled by the special marketing depart¬ 
ment of the "League." 

Sick fund Benefits 

Aa meatoera of cooperatives and of the Hiatadrut, these Arab workers 
anJoy naqy benefita which were previously entirely unknown to them. Per¬ 
haps the most valuable of the Histadrut services extended to them is the 
medical care and insurance provided by the Histadrut'a Sick Fund. This 
institution, known aa "Kupat Ho 11m," provides complete medical insurance 
for the union member and hla whole family, and now serves about a million 
persona, or roughly 65 per cent of the total population of Israel. "Kupat 
Hollm"clinic a have been established in the Arab town of Nazareth and 
alao in the village Oiah near Safed, and a few more are under construction. 

Realising that the Arab worker will understand the benefits of union¬ 
ism only through a long procesa of information and education, the Histadrut 
pub lishea ita own Arabic weekly "Hakikat-el-Amr" which diacusses labor 
iaauas and givea general infbnaation. This weekly may be converted into a 
daily paper. Couraea and sports events are arranged by Histadrut in vari¬ 
ous Arab centers. In Nazareth, a labor club has been opened where classes, 
couraea, lectures and exhibitions are arranged. A recent exhibition, which 
waa visited by 3,500 workers, was called "Kygiane At Work." 

In October an Arab publishing houae was launched, sponsored jointly 
by the Association of Arab Teachers and Histadrut. Thia houae will be 
managed by "Am Oved," the Hiatadrut publishing firm, and will publish text¬ 
books, aelectiona from Arabic literature and popular booka on social 
quaationa. 

Special attention has been given to vocational training of the Arab 
woman, and training couraea for needle trades have been organized in two 
different centera. Arab women are lnatructed in general hygiene end chil¬ 
dren's hygiene ao thit the wife of the Arab union member will be better 
equipped to play her role in a modern society. 

Arab and Jewish Workers Cooperate 

Hiatadrut'a efforts on behalf of the depressed Arab workers have 
proved to be a potent instrument in bringing about greater amity between 
the Jewiah and Arab cosaaunitiea in Israel. Organization in the same trade 
unions haa lad to greater understanding. At a recent meeting of Nazareth'a 
seat prominent Arab citizens with Hiatadrut leaders, Mohammed Khalil, the 
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Arab Hiatadrut representative in that town, said that Histadrut, through 
ita social and human idaals, could bring raal and lasting friendship be¬ 
tween Jews and Arabs in Israel. Seif ed-Din Zouabi, an Arab mesfcer of 
Israel's parliament (whose naae neans "Sword of the Lord") speaking at 
the same meting, stressed the progress made by Arab laborers and farmers, 
who now enjoy far better conditions than they did before the establishment 
of the State of Iarael. 

Hiatadrut realiasa that it aay be possible to reduce the hostility 
against Israel which ia now prevalent in the Arab states if the working 
eoaaunitiea in those states sea that Jewish and Arab workers in Iarael 
cooperate wholeheartedly in a strong trade union movsmertt and receive sub- 
stantiel benefits from their comon labor novemnt. Long before the es¬ 
tablishment of the State of Iarael, David Ben-Gurion, who was previously 
the Secretary-General of the Hiatadrut and ia now the Prim Minister of 
Iarael, saidi 

"We must be frank and open in our relations with the Arabs. History 
and destiny have thrown Arabs and Jews together in this part of the world. 
There ia no room For deception in historical relationships. We should not 
hesitate to aay frankly that there is nothing in comon between ua, the 
Jewish workers,and the affendia, the feudal overlords who are now the lead¬ 
ers of the Arabs. The effendia do not regard us primarily as an opponent 
nation, but as a social force that threatens to weaken the feudal grip in 
which they hold their oppressed fellow-Arabe in the ranks of the peasants 
and workers. We can never oom to a full understanding with this group. 

We must look for a finer solution, although it my take some tim to 
achieve. That solution mans coming to an understanding with the Arab 
worker." 

Coemsmiet Intrigues 

Since the establishment of the State of Iarael, Hlstadrut has been 
trying in its own way to contribute to peace in the Middle East by organ¬ 
ising the Arab worker in Iarael. We have met with some opposition, chief¬ 
ly from the Communist-dominated "Congress of Arab Workers" in Nasareth. 
This group combines diehard extreme nationalism with Communist slogans. 
However, their Influence, never very strong, ia on the decline. The last 
few months of Hiatadrut'a organisational drive, during which 16,000 Arab 
workers have chosen to join it> trsde unions, have proved that it is 
possible for our trade unions to supplant the Communist-dominated group. 


fraternally yours. 



Moshe Bitan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Histadrut in Israel 
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Mr. M. Ho befferaan 

Briar Pl*co 
Chicago, HI Iso la 

Dear Hr. Bbaffsraeni 

Aa I told yen over tha pbona todaQr f Moahe Bitan, aaabar of tha Sxacu- 
tive Council of Hlatadrut, and I rial tad Dara Baok In hla offloa in 
Washington* Mr. Baok snrldoneed a great deal of lntaraat and knowledge 
of tha affalra of Ristmdnst and tha Stata of Isrsal* Ss was rary 
frlandly and aant hla fratamal graat inf a to tha nan and woman of 
Hlatadrut through looha Bltan* 

Aa you wall know, Aaerlcan trada uniona harm oupported Hiatad nit in~ 
atitatlana far orar thirty yaara. Mary uniona harm built nonunsnta 
to thsnaelvsa In Iantal by proaldlng funda to aatabllah trada aohoola, 
allalea, raat h cases, libraries and enltural cantara* 

Oaa of tha noat iaportant undertakings of Histadrut la Kupat Holla, 
Hiatadrut'a aadloal am, which taka a oara of tha haalth of orar a 
all 11 an aan, woman arid ohlldran in Iaraal* Mot only doaa Kupat Holla 
provide haalth aerrloea for all of tha aaabara of Hlatadrut and thalr 
faaillaa bat, also anrolla, with no ohargs at all, all naw Inal grant a 
for a period of ona year* 

Sinea Iaraal la a ocuntry of lamigration and alnoo aoat iimigranta 
ooadng to Iaraal arc in dlra naad of aadloal attention, this under¬ 
taking la traamndoua* Whenever naw laalgranta land In Iaraal th^ 
era net by Doctora and Maraoo of tha KUpet HAlia* Mhenovar a naw 
sntarpriaa la aatabllahad in aoaa far off corner of that land or a 
naw agricultural cooperative la brought into being, Kupat Holla la 
on tha aoana with ita clinic a, Doctors, Nurses and aadidnaa* 

Forty percent of tha duo a paid by Hlatadrut aaabara go towards tha 
support of Bipat Holla. However, this doaa not begin to cover all of 
tha aotlvltlaa of this Bagfclflcent haalth organisation* Aaerloan 
trade uniona have contributed heavily towards tha auccaaa of this 
organisation* 

Ona of tha large Xugnt Holla Hospitals la located in tha suburbs of 
Tal Aviv* This is tha Beilinson Hoapltel, which was established in 
1937 and has bean grcwrlng avar alnoo* Hlatadrut would like to ccn> 
plate an aighty (80) bad Children's Pavillion as part of this Hospi¬ 
tal* Tha ooat of ooiqpletlon of this Pavillion will be 8100,000* 


X 

X _ 
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Tha bud gat of lariat Holla only anablaa tha aicpandltura of $50,000 and 
thla arpuiisatlao baa aakad ua to t *7 to ralaa tha additional $50,000 
in tha Onltad Stataa* 

If tha Intarnational Brotharhood of Taaaatara oould oontrlbuta tha 
$50,000 for thla noat worthahila cauaa, thla Child ran'a Pavilion would 
ba dad 1 oat ad and naaad for tha Brotharhood of Taaaatara or aqyona alaa 
thay daalgnatad* Thla aoold ba a la a ting aaaiorial to ana of our graat- 
aat Anarloan Trada union* in a land that la oonaldarad Holy by tha 
thraa graat raliglona of thla aorld. It would alao halp atrangthan 
tha only fra* trada union aovaaant in tha liddla bat and giva aupport 
to laraal in ita fight agalnat all foraa of totalltarianlan both in¬ 
to really and ax tart wily* 

Savaral oloaa frianda of Praaidant Baok nggaatad that ha aight ba 
intaraatad in aponaorlng thla Pavilion* Thay alao auggaatad that ha 
probably would dlacuaa thla aattar with you bafora aaking a daeiaion* 

I faal oartain that tha graat Prophata of larval aa wall aa Jaaua of 
■aaarath, aho oonaldarad tha walfara of ehildran aboaa all othara, 
would nail a down on auch a gaatura of brotharhood and larva* 

Anything that you oan da to halp ua on thla aattar would ba graatly 
appraoiatad* I aa aneloaing, for your information, two broohuraa on 
Khpat Holla, aa wall aa pieturaa of tha Bailinaon Hoapltal* Circlad 
la tha unfinlahad Chlldran'a Pavilllon that naada funda to ba con- 
platad* 


Sincaraly youra, 

J* Bardi 






□ragoiV J* Bardacka 
baoutlva Dirac tor 
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In May, 194s, the .idependence of the State of Israel «u on*uimed and die gain 4 die .< .entry 
opened to maw immigrated "H e s«rv > *t from Nazi prnr.utiun and the ouiei of oppressed 
Jewn from the Oriental countries have found their old-new hoeneland attain Israel is the .etb 
country with such rapid growth of population VI nhin three y« ati of thr establishment of th» 
the Jewish populatioei has heen doubled: from 6y-■a"'-’ in may. 1,148, it has grown to i.joo -- 
«i May. 19V. 


The eapansion of Kupat Holim membership hat, in prop, ut, on. surpiutd rhr r.eal UKtea-e ,.f the 
Jewish population Kupat Hulirr, -f the Labour Fr.Vratiuai .f lane! is the -ntral and main lies tit 
murance institution of ■ c-untii it embta-e-. ,.f the t.<al nuni::n* .if insured and 

budget reaches 9;. , of the total budget of all beau! ..rai.ee Uii-t'.iuli.'* 1 in Israr' 




































The totti niaabcr at bode a the 
txMfMali rtacbra 1,141 (not mrl ia h ng about 
mo hrdt far nlmu). 


Bcujri as own hoapitaluatiaa f anJ 
Kupat Holim ha* Mandaig arrangtnunti 
witb vanou* public baapitala (Ciortraaiatu. 
Municipal and Hadaanh) concanung haapMa! 
■uuoti oc a* inrmbaf* 


A1 an lalflnU ««r4 hi Hm t in H a l to Ktar 

B. Sfrcut Hotpitali (oMmtainrd by the 
Invalid*? Fund of Kupat Hoiaa) 
I/viiutrtn Hoaae (Lung Dnaaaca), Magdacl 
"Gaha" (Mental dutaaaa), near Prtah-Tiquah 
"Shaivata" (nr hgkt aaital caat* near T«J Am 
Fcinatcoi Houaa (for protraitrd diacaaca), 
RanMt Haahavan 

Mental Hoapital at Taiaab. Jaruaaleaa 
Tubeicultab Hoaptlal, Raanana 


THE i NTRAL HOSPITAL OF THE 
FMEK bad i» oacavuna* ■ I ga I vfcan 
Kupat Hoiaa opanad Ka bru beapaal at bail 
at Aai-Harod for ibr rally aattleia roiaaard 
at tba Eaaak (ViBay at Jrxtarl). Wah tba 
tranaiaa ut tba botpttal a tyjo ao pornao 
quartan tea ot^i aaa aaodrmiaad and 
capanaaon baa amci' than bapt paoa aritb 
tirade at a gpoanag: papulation Tba bay 
alao aar aaa a* a auibcal and baallb ewaaa 
tba a aw agrrafcatal aittlara a da Valay 
Jftraal 
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HOSPH ALS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
Kupat HjIidi and the fnvahdirv Fund an at 
pmaai erecting a number at n*w hapuli 
eo'arging tbe rioting anaa, wnh a total 
bad capacity of i.jbo, among them 
Hcupatal in tba Soul barn Napa*, near Rabovoih 
New Bailmnn Hoipital, Mat Peeab-Toquah 
N:w pavilion at tba Emck Hoapatal 
Vitrtnty Hoapnal at Kfar oaoa. naw wing 
(’(tnil Hoapnal for Lung Damn, Kfar Saba 
Blueprint* and at bat arrangamanti toward* 
tbe anlargamant of tba aaianng boapitala an 
cl tba couraa of properation 


td Dm Caotral Haapalal la 
















Convalescence | f. hi— a oi particular aa 
portion* {or pxmntt vorken ana Malm 
unaccunomed to atom] occupations and a 
tubtropacal clinuce. Kupet Hokm irat I hr 
hrit argui Italian ia oaabiah tuck an* tnetoru 
a> tbr country. 

ARZO Sanaiarium at Mata, aaat 
established at 1924, vat tkr fun aatalriccnt 
hooac to be opened in Pniaanoe. Tkc tatutiutan 
a called At to, m ■ onaataioretian ai a tree at 
that name planted tkeee by Hen], during kn 
•an at Peleetate, a iW. Ia recant nan 
Arao bat ipeoalued m tke treat meat ai 
■taataul u la a t nti tad kaart dutatei During 
■heir convitracancr tkaae paneeti an adviced 
mtfc aagtrd to Aet cad heakh habits. 
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■ fact ■>«■ Jimaa and afJwa end mparvan 
and afnn watfa atgltd to ancunalartal. 
Matary aad hygienic nadikai ie la boar 

•cctkmmr> 

In indtwrtai planti eaanrrtrd aitb Kupo. 
Hahn m pbyaaan aad aurici conduct bit 
•id aunoiu and take can of accident caaaa 
All aorfcrrt ia web facta in and caaipi rtcaaaa 
periodic mcdnel ceaai mat tone, particularly in 
order to detect occupational dwaam and 
aiarculoais 


Motional SFundions 

NEW SETTLERS an accoaipaand by Kupat 
Holim ftoai tbe fact day of tbete amlaaaat 
oa tha land. Tbay na aupplnd aitb bra aad 
annual and aaada-iiniati. MeAaal aad ant a an 
at nnall irttlaa i an n aad dapaneaeaci ia Itrgti 
localitaa arc artabfnbad and apapped aad a 
rendant aaf appoiaaad. la tanaa af aaut|pao 



iircnaung aolaaad. Kupat Hein 
ta marry aacb catxfaaarnt, auan d aa 
nuadaet only a lea naee 
All nen eeidaaaata an aabadrd 
medical aataaek af Kupat Hdn 
■ ua r eclaaaad deem aaaea cat 

•rraagciaaata In da aaaefee aad 
laanaa ml aab caaaa 










Kapar Haiua phfaaiant rradit bm&iI aid 
B tha Aral) population at the cxUomrt 
and atttlaawoa Paaaanta and B'-donau 
■ «h* na» mI mum wi m done no the 
itfwmr n a ma Mam medical aid <nd 

Tha «raoa. who aar aaafci n ad the itratl 
Lafcaaa Laufoa. lami atedral aid aa metnlirn. 
m afa mm pormtai foa dia treatment. 

I« aadumial plana, n winch Aida and Jam 
vuak together, amployart' caniribanam aacurr 
ai ad w al aad for Arab owltaca 

Ki^aa Hoiun aiaaitana a apaoal dnpaaaar> a 
tha A*ah k ami at Naaaaaeh 
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A qualified naff mb a mac of public 
and rctponidxlity ada un ut e ri (hr health 
icn tajoytd by Kupai Holwi nrabm 
(brir drprndami Tbc bra phyaKUm 
nun jeaunpatued (be cany pavirer lettlrn 
freer (he day of their arrival ■ Pilniat and 
became an organic part of (he anaeking 
community. Up 10 (bn day a ban 'eaoaanrd 
am of (be maia principle! of Kupai 
■o eMurr ibac phytKittu end aurtai aermfam 
pweieen tad teetlrri even to tbc Boat remote 
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Kupai Hoi an pertonnel m ipv tiaaua of 

PbyMaaaa 11)7 

Nariei i 4 qo 

Ditonao ind (be a Ammon 17a 

Phanram 


Trrfminam, labaaaey nrltm 
ibdanamreeivo Staff 
[ >a a e» K Servuca 

Total v*»7 
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1 1 3 u d q e t 

Th« main lourot al meow af Kupai Halaa naan ad imaiin' dum (»% mi 4 a 
adduiaaal paymena lac fasaty miurann (lA'K af like waani a*d payment! mi ~ i 'aim I 
tiependenti for medal I imwi. AH ike d m pavwiaeo aaak« ap aan daan kali af da ha^a 
The acond tourer af mcomc ceniuaa al Bmpiayaea laattiiaaai ii« ai de pa y- ia i ) viwf 
an made by ipecul arrangement aak Kapet Haiaa, evam ikeagh ikaat a aa 'anepahiin 
legnlatxai m ike cavalry for un. Tka aan tarn amt ikied ad ike 

Sam ike eaabiahmaat of tke Sieia ike Gaannm parnc^atei a ike kadgn ml Kapat Haiaa 
la 19)1, tku participation reached ia% ad ike budget. 

Tke badgei ad Kupai Halim emounnd la eleven milkaa panada m tyyi aad adi reaik ty aaibaa 
p aa ndi m ike cnenm yaat 

— man lai u raac eatana _____ _ , 

VbMi Ike Mg«f *MMt . Haw Ike HMk#| w+m mmr t 

mm4 Mldtkei ImMMn ftg $% 

Mem lt ri lace mm4 pm ilae MH l ii i M.1% laegMate jg |% 


Bkifkay eft e aalMkadlaae ■ 

mm4 laeaaMMeMe 

CatHMMN !»■> M.l% fainida eageaew 















Til** l)i»al»ilit\ Korn I %%■•* foiimlrd 
in Nfttt. as an auxiliary nisiitulion 
to k.upat Holini. M- main object i« 
to take rare of the chrnnicallv ill 
tln-ir restoration to liraltli I 
ami to a normal life routine, ft itl> jl 
tlu> pur|mse in view. the Fumi 
lias to undertake the rare, econo 
niH nlli *n«f socially, for the 1 m 
fitiiri alreailv during the period 
of illness 

I he < hrouicallv ill. constitute a 
Ten -s-rioii» mm ial ami nunomir 
|irnlilrni. The Fund trie* to solve 
tfjsrc problem* while the |>a- 
tietit is still in the institution, 
thniaih the appliration of occu 
i■ ■' nal thrrapv 'the fir-t stage 
on -ilinr professional training I. 
professional training in the in-ti- 
tat ions ami outside ami with the 
h«*lp of s|m- ial nionetarv fuml* for 
the granting 01 constructive loans 
I'", rove merit of the position of 
the patient in sm icti through eul- 
twal activities ha- a* its aim to 
inapirc him with «oiifnicm •• in 

haaiself 

The Ih- ihihtv f iinrl ilxi a-sisl* 
in tin purchase 01 ortho- 
which thev neeal 
ami r< sumption 

of n. rmal life 

the I h-rliilit- riimi maintains 
h »pcc in I hs.-pital- foi lung 

ft f«ir m-ntal ri« * I for 
uiraiv 1 1 < - iih linliti uilautih 
loial >'!:► hcil> 

I nrter cn»t?iM»H«. »**t Iml- 










Kl I*\T lit>1,1M »i> foumhal on tlir lia»i* of mutual aial 
<o that raali nirmhrr. regardless of the amount of hi* own 
fee*. enjoy* tlir full benefit of mr<li« al jiil. || i> thr liraltli 
institution with thr largest hualgrt ami thr will *t seal pc of 
activities in Israel. 

820 <h*|> u*arie* of Kupat liolim, alivialeal into rrntral. 
district anal village alisjirnsarirs. arr alisprrsral all ovrr thr 
country. Thr rrntral disjirnsarir* arr cajuip|ical with thr 
nrcr—ary auxiliary institutes i X-Ray. jihvsiral therapy an I 
lalioratorirs I and arrvr »» media al aonaultation a-a ntrra. 

14 tio-pital* arr maintainral hy kujiat liolim anal thr f)i* 
ability Fund, with a total rajiacity of LViO hrala. Of thrar. 
I arr general anal A sjtrrial haisjiital* for tiahrrrulosi*. mrntal 
ease* anal othrr chronic diseases. aw>ai neat* arr in thr rourar 
of ronstrurtion 

12 f onvalr -nl honir> with a total hrd raj arity of 
arr maintainral hy kujiat liolim for thr hrnrfit of ita 
mrnhrra. Sr»rn of thrm arr inalrjx ndrnt institution- luiilt 
hy Kujiat liolim, 4 nrrr foiinalral hy tlir “Rest for t orkro" 
ompany anal onr hy thr Insurance Funal of thr Buihling 
M orkcr*. Thrsr rnavalcsa-cnt homra arr aituatrd in alilfrrrnt 
parts of thr country: in thr hills of Jrnisalrm and ‘ 
on Mount i-armrl la sprrial hnma for convalescence aftrr 
oprrations i. anal on thr shorr of thr Mralitrrranran *a rrst 





honir for workers). In 1952. jirr«ains spent thrir 

holialays in kupat liolim convalrsrrnt anal rrst liaimrs. anal 
thrir numhrr will ina-rrasr in IWJ. 

165 aofuDt sa-IUrr station* of kujiat liolim alirra t anal 
guiala- young mother* in thr maaharoth anal frontirr srttlr 
mrnts to taka rarr of thrir rhihlrrn. l ikrwi-r kujiat llailim 
•ujierv i»r* rhihlrrn* Inaltli in tlir kilahiit/im teohimoa;-! 
srttlrmrni- >. In achoad* **J workers villages, t he activities 
«»i kupat Halim in the fielal of curative anal jirrvrntivr 
m "divine play an imjaairtant role in the decreased intialcncc 
of illness and mortality rate, of the pojiulatmn in general 
anal infanta in particular. 

kujiat liolim maintain* a wialr network of training inati 
tutions for it* mraln al prrsomwl I \-ray trchnirian*. jihy 
steal therapy nnmra, lahoratam asauatantsi. 4 ^>rnal |su»t 
graaluatr course for physician*, thr ftr»t ami onlv one in 
I - *• I ha* hern opened at thr medical centre, Beilinson 
hospital. 3 nur*e* training school* i at thr Kriluwwtn. thr 
Ontral Fmrk and thr kaplan hospitals) a-otnjirising » r 
l- have traineal hunal reads af nurse* for the ho«pital* ami 
di*|*rn*arvr» of Kujiat liolim 

kuj*at liolim doing thr utmost to employ in it* institn 
more physician* and other fir<>fe**ional mealiaal 
krr* the shortage of which t* tiring krenlt frit 
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September, 1953 

I am renewing the Monthly publication of our Newsletter after a break 
daring tha naner Montha. I was awsy froM the United States, attending the 

of the ICFTU in Stockholm as • member of our delegation and I wss al¬ 
so home in Israel fcr three weeks prior to mt return to this country. 

The Histadrut delegation in Stockholm participated fully in the work of 
tbs Congress and thua had a chance to meet delegations from all the free trade 
\mlon Movement throughout the world. When the question of Histadrut's inclusion 
in the Executive Bosrd of the ICFTU was raised in Stockholm, we were gled to 
find that our cstildacy got the whole hearted support of the American and Cana¬ 
dian delegations of the AFL and CIO. We were gratified to find that both dele- 
gat Iona regarded the presence of an Israeli representative on the Executive 
Board of the ICFTU, repreeenting 500,000 members of trade unionists in the 
Middle East, as an asset for the young organisation of free trade unions. Both 
in Stockholm and back in Israel, we felt that this attitude on the part of the 
American trade union movmsent strengthened the trsdition of friendship and sol¬ 
idarity which has axisted between our two movements for so maigr years. 

After the Stockholm Congress of the ICFTU, an official delegation of the 
CIO visitad Israel at the invitation of Kistadrut. The delegation consisted of 
Jasiss B. Carey, Secretary Treasurer of the CIO and President of the Eleetrical 
Workers Union; Michael Quill, Vice-President of the CIO snd President of the 
Transport Wbrkers Union; and Arthur J. Goldberg, General Counsel of the CIO and 
the Steelworkers. We also had Phil Framer of Boston, Vice-President of the 
ILOWU, as our guast. We hope that an official delegation of the American Fed¬ 
eration of Labor will viait us soon. 

Inflation Chec ked 

I hsd been sway from Israel for about nine months and was therefore able 
to observe some changes, although my stay was very short. Our State has doubled 
its population during the last five years and maintained a policy of full em¬ 
ployment, even at the cost of inflationary budgets. Reduced government expen¬ 
diture resulted in checking the inflationary process but at the sane time creat¬ 
ed some unemployment. The last year brought with it some improvement in our 
eeonosilc situation but created hardships for the working population. Therefore 
Kistadrut has been confronted by some serious problems; our funds are being used 
in order to create new Jobs by giving loans to industrial enterprises or munici¬ 
palities; unemployed workers in towns are being assisted to move into agricultur¬ 
al cooperatives; efficiency councils, established Jointly by labor and management, 
help th* young Israeli industry in producing more and better goods for export; 
Kistadrut is mobilising both manpower and financial resources to help develop the 
desert land of the South (Negev). 
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National Un ions In Co nfarenca 

At the saaw time we have many problemn of organisation on our hands. 

Omr Padaratlon haa grown swan faatar than tha Stata of Iaraal. Out of thraa 
■■■bars of Rlatadrut, two ara naw iamigrants who arrived in Iaraal during tha 
last five yeara. A aarioua attempt ia baing aada to intagrata tha naw member 
and immigrant in tha aconoaic and social fabric of our Stata. Wa believe that 
this can ba accalaratad by asking tha naw Immigrant an active member of our 
Padaratlon. 

Tha struetura of our Padaratlon ia diffarant froa tha structura of your 
labor moveawnt. A aaabar Joins and pays duos dlractly to tha national federa- 
tion. Most of our national unions, sons 30 in nunbar, wara astsbllshad only 
aftar 1943. Thay have thair conventions every thraa or four years, according 
to thair constitutions. Botwaan conventions they have sasslons of tha council, 
which consists to a larga axtent of rank and fils members in addition to tha 
alaetad offlcars. Both ths conventions and council sasslons are therefore full 
expression of labor deaneraey in action. 


Whila in Israel I learned that during tha last faw 
tlves of 157,760 workers froa various national unions net 
a convention or at a council. 


Convention of Nurses Union 
Pourth Council of Workers pf Histadrut 
Industrial Enterprises 
Eighth Council of Matal Workers Union 
Pourth Council of Textile Workers Un. 
Plfth Council of Woodworkers Union 
Council of Truck Drivers 
Sixth Council of Social Workers Union 
Plrst Convention of Government 
Bsployaas Union 
Tenth Council of Printers Union 
Seventh Council of Building Trade Wkrs. 
Council of Teachers Association 
Convention of Sick fund Bsployees 
Preparatory aaatlng for establishment 
of Artists Union 

Preparatory meeting for establishment 
of Pi la Operators Union 
Convention of Teachers Association 


Maw Hiatadrut Headquarters 


months representa- 
ln session either at 


Date 

Number of Workers 
Represented 

Dec. 1952 

3,000 

Jen. 1953 

13,000 

Jsn. 1953 

30,000 

Jan. 1953 

13,000 

Pab. 1953 

7,000 

Pab. 1953 

5,000 

March 1953 

1,000 

March 1953 

29,000 

March 1953 

3,000 

March 1953 

35,000 

March 1953 

13,000 

May 1953 

5,000 

June 1953 

700 

July 1953 

60 

August 1953 

Humber listed aboi 


157,760 


In June, our Executive Board moved into its naw headouarters on tha 
northern outskirts of Tel Aviv. Our old building in tha canter of Tel Aviv 
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waa not big enough to accoaaodata all 
our departmenta, and we had tharafora 
occuplad officea In aeveral othar 
placea. By ■ailing tha old building, 
which ia located in mid town, in a 
ooiaeercial dlatrict, and tqr vacating 
othar office apaca wa occupied, wc 
ware able to finance tha naw build¬ 
ing. Tha plot waa bought many year* 
ago at a very low price, when nobody 
dreared that Tel Aviv would expand no 
far. The new building haa about 30C 
rooma and here all tha manifold activ- 
itiaa of Hiatadrut are concentrated. 
The feative opening of the new build¬ 
ing waa an occasion to auaaaarlze the 
wide raaiification of Hiatadrut oper- 
ationa and the Important place our 
Federation occupiea in tha life of our 
country. 



Overall view of the new Headquarter 
Building of the Israeli Federation 
of Labor (Hiatadrut) 


Fraternally youra. 




Ho aha Bi tan 

American Repreaentative 

Executive Board of Kittadrut in Iarael 
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August 31, 1953 


Kr. David Beck, President 

Inti* Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chsuff. 

Warehousemen 4 Kelrera of America 
100 Indiana Avenue, NW 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear President Beck: 

It w< a very nice meeting you and I am .'led to know that you are 
intereated in Israel and in our Federation of Labor. 

I aa sending vou separately a book b” Samuel Kurland called 
"Coope-stive Palestine." Thia book will ‘ave you the background 
of our labor movement but its figures are out of date as the book 
■'as written In 1947 when our membership was arcund 170,000 where¬ 
as today it is 500,000* 

I aa enclosing back copies of my Newsletter which I began pub¬ 
lishing In New Tork last Janusry. I shall continue this publi¬ 
cation during the next fall and winter and send you the copies. 

I aa also settling you back copies of our publication "Work" which 
is printed in Israel and which will give you some Ides about our 
activities. If, after readlr^ the material you have any specific 
nueationa, please do not hesitate to write me. 

Hoping to see you soon again, I am. 

Fraternally yours, 


Moshe Bitan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Histadrut in Israel 

ab :1a 
end* 
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August 31, 1953 


Mr. Dove Kaplan 

Research Director 

Inti. Brothorhood of Teamatera 

100 Indiana Avenue, NW 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Brother Kaplan t 

It mbb very nice meeting you and I am glad to know that you are 
intereated in Israel and In our Federation of Labor. 

I ac aending you aeparately a book by Gauuel Kurland called 
"Cooperative Palestine." This book will give you the background 
of our labor aover.ent but tc figures are out of data aa the book 
waa written in 191,7 when our membership was around 170,UOO where¬ 
as today it ia 500,000, 

I an enclosing back copies of my Newsletter which I began pub¬ 
lishing in New Tork last January. I shall continue this publi¬ 
cation during the next fall and winter and send you the copies. 

I an also sending you back copies of our publication "Work" which 
ia printed in Israel and which will give you some idea about our 
activities. If, after reading the .material you have any specific 
questions, please do not hesitate to write ma. 

Hoping to see , v>u soon, I wu, 


Fraternally yourB, 


ISoshe Bitan 

American Representative 
jc<*cutive Board of Histadrut in Israel 
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august u. 


Gregory J. Bardacks, Executive 
American Trade Union Council 
33 Eaet 67th Street 
New York 21, New York 


i rector 


Dear Sir and Brother 

This ie in respect to 
a meeting to be ar 
yourself. You ha 
Bitan's return to 
1 cannot at thi 
next vieit/* -7 " 
office, y’date can 
to carryout my pr 




August 6, concerning 
ie Bitan of Histadrut and 
id the time of Brother 
tates and for that reason, 
is where 1 will be upon his 
'u will contact n*y Afasnington 
arranged and 1 shall be very happy 
se to Vic Reisel. 

Fraternally yours. 


OB:sw 

a 
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August 6, 19S3 


Mr. Darn Back, Presidant 
Internationa] Brotherhood of Teamsters 
100 Indiana Avenue, N. V. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Brother Beckt 

Before leaving for Europe Tie Eeisel was good enough to arrange 
•n appointment for Moaha Bitan, Executive Counoil member of 
Hlatadrut and nyaalf. Vic told ms that you consented to see ua 
and I attested to reach you by phone. 

In the meantime, Brother Bitan left far Stockholm where he was 
a Hiatadrrt delegate to the ICFTU Conference and then went on to 
Israel. Ha will be back shortly and I hope that a firm appoint¬ 
ment oan be arranged. 

Brother Bitan'a mission in this country is to act as a direct 
lialaon man to tha American trade unions. Neither he nor His- 
tadrut would consider hia Job well done if he did not have the 
opportunity of meeting and talking with you. I shall call your 
office for an appointment upon hia return. 

Please accept my congratulations for the wonderful Job you are 
doing in behalf of the Teamsters. I have had the opportunity 
of working with several of your locals in the past snd have 
always been very impressed with the way you organised and re¬ 
presented your members. 

Fraternally and respectfully yours, 


OJ^ak 

oeiuil53 




GREXKY J. BARDACKE 
Executive Director 
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HIat ad rut 1 a cultural and recreational activities 


June, 1953 


Hi* tad rut offer* it* half-eilllion members a wide range of faeilitiea 
for study and recreation. The membership of Hiatadrut la more than 50 % of the 
total population of Israel, and Hiatadrut therefor* playa a major role in all 
eulturel activities within our State. Thea* activities are directed by our 
Cultural Departaient which operate* in three field*: 

IHPQRMATIOH: Current event* at hone and abroad are presented through lectures 
in factories and over the radio. Special pamphlets and weekly seminars are 
additional means of keeping the Hiatadrut member well informed. Last year 
Hiatadrut sponsored about 00 atudy centers and classes for adults, and they 
were attended by about 3»500 workers. In Tel Aviv, about 400 workers attend 
a special evening high school, and a similar school la run in Haifa for hun¬ 
dreds of other workers. 

EDUCATION: A netw>rk of people's colleges, a correspondence school, and ape 
cial claaaea by arrangement with the Hebrew University are among the meana of 
giving the rnrkers a higher education. Hiatadrut libraries and cultural cen¬ 
ters help raise the cultural standard in hundreds of coamunities. Each re¬ 
gional labor council and every imidgrant camp has its own cultural committee 
which act* as liaison between the national center and the local groups. Local 
initiative is constantly encouraged. 

ART: This division deala with all aedia of art expression. It publishes ma¬ 
teriel on music (orchestral and choral), folk dancing, drama and other aspects 
of art. 

Mhat labor reads in Israel 


Hiatadrut publish** ita own newspaper, "Davar" ("The Word"), which 
has steadily gained in influence for a quarter of a century and has become 
the country's leadlag daily. Because of ita high standard of news and consent 
and because of its reputation for authoritative and informed opinion, it ia 
frequently referred to aa the "The Tiama of Israel." It now publishes spe¬ 
cial women's and economic supplements, a popular illustrated weekly news mag- 
aslne, s weekly children's magaaine, and a special weekly trade union supple¬ 
ment. 


In 1942. Hiatadrut founded its own publishing house, "Am Oved" 
("Working People";, which publishes modern and classical literature, both 
fiction and non-fiction, drama, eaaaya, poetry, pamphlets, and numerous other 
werka, earns in original Hebrew and some in translation from foreign languages, 
asually fttgliah. "Am Oved" has published translations of many books by lead- 
lmg Americas authora. 
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Plaartlme 


HIatad rut also haa ita own repertory theatre, "Ohel" ("The Tant"). 
"Ohal" uaually praaanta ita ahowa at ita own playhouse in Tal AtIt, but fre¬ 
quently goaa on tour throughout tha country ao that faraara and workara in all 
aattlaatanta and towns, including tha remoter villages, can hava an opportunity 
af aaalng good thaatra. 

One of tha most popular organiaationa craatad by tha Hiatadrut ia 
tha "Hapoal” ("Tha Workara”) aporta organisation. "Hapoal" haa soccer, baaket- 
ball, ewiaoing, to 11 ay ball and othar taaaia in no at towns and villages aa wall 
aa aalactad teams raprasanting tha whole country. After working hours and dur¬ 
ing waakends "Hapoal” teams all over tha country play various gaaes throughout 
tha antira year. "Hapoal 1 a” All-larael tesais hava dona vary wall in competi¬ 
tion with foreign countries both in Israel and abroad. 

Hiatadrut haa alao organised numerous othar recreation groups auch 
aa chesa teams, hiking associations, nature study groups, boating cluba, and 
othare. Thouaanda of Hiatadrut members all over the country find refreshing 
relaxation in their purauit of these games and hobbies. 

Back to school 


The pride of Hiatadrut 1 a cultural activities ia ita Workers Collage 
in Tel Aviv. Hare coats thouaanda of workara for courses ranging in length 
from a week to a year. Hare come trade union leaders to receive continuing 
training in their fields. One of tha purposes of the Workers College la to 
train workers for responsible administrative positions in the many branches of 
our economic enterprises. The courses uaually combine practical subjects 
which can be applied to every-day routine with a thorough study of the labor 
movement and of economics. All workers are eager to be chosen to attend these 
courses, and students are picked by the various unions in the Hiatadrut. 

What ab o i» •ne new immigrant a ? 

We must bear in mind that two out of three members of the Hlstadrut 
today are newcomers who arrived in Israel during the last five years. Many of 
tnam came from backward areas like North Africa and Middle East countries where 
they have been living in social and cultural conditions similar to those which 
exlatad two or three centuries ago in othar parts of the world. Some of them 
are illiterate, and at least 90£ of thme do not know Hebrew, which is the lan¬ 
guage of our country. They have to adjust themselves to new conditions. They 
most enter new trades. Moat of them never did a nj work in their own countries 
of origin. In Israel they suet becoae modern workers. They muet earn their 
wage in a modern econoagr. They meat aodem methods and modern machines. They 
must adapt thaaealvea to the social and politics.. climate of a western democ¬ 
racy. 


Hiatadrut faele that we muet do all we can tc lift up these people 
ae quickly as nosslbls eo that they will become useful citizens of a modern de¬ 
mocracy am a*, too asms time workers who know how to protect their dignity as 
workers. One of the problems in this field is the fact that many new immigrants 
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live is tha "m aba rot" (transit land grant settlsaents), whara thaj here llttla 
contact with tha outaids world, and if laft to thair own devices would parpatu- 
ata thair foraign languages and habita and lira nuch tha aana kind of lifa they 
lived in thair previews countriaa. 

Tha taak af intagrating tha ia trsaendous. We believe that cultural 
integration ia one of tha noat important atapa toward a aolding thaaa nawcoaara 
into a nation. 

Wa bava foand that mate of our activities which have bean gaarad to 
the oldtiaera in Iaraal are not attractive to tha nawconera. How aany of our 
activities are planned and conducted with an eye on tha newcoasr. About two 
years ago wo atarted publiahing a daily newapapar "Onar" which catara nainly 
to tha newconer. Tha language la aaaiar and aonatinaa difficult worda are 
tranaeribad into alnplar Hahraw; if wa had to tranalata it, wa would hare to 
do ao into tan differaut languagaa, including Arabic, French, Ylddiah, Turkiah, 
ate. Thera ara, of courae, privately publiahed nawapapara in differant languagaa. 

Recreation facllitlaa of our 51qk ad 

Wa ballaTo that good trade uniona ahould do everything poaalbla to en¬ 
able thair aenbera to gat a rent, during thair vacation. All our contracta in¬ 
clude vacation with pay (Newsletter #4, April, 1953). Wa are a rod ou a to have 
tha workara gat tba noat out of hia vacation. Therefore our Sick Fund has ea- 
tabliahad recreation and conveleecent reaorta throughout tha country. Sowe of 
thaaa reaorta belong directly to tha Sick Fund, while othera ara run by various 
eooparatlva aattluaanta. All in all, there are about 20 different recreation 
and convalescent resorts with a capacity of 2,000 people at a tine. Our nenbers 
spend batwaan 10 days and 2 waaks in thaaa reaorts. Sons of than ara open 
throughout tha year, sane only during tha spring, auaaer and fall. Batwaan 
40,000 and 45,000 aenbera are therefore able to gat recreation in thaaa vacation 
spots at reasonable rates. Thay provide rest, recreation, sports facllitlaa, 
conearta, lectures and picnics. Sons ara on tha aaashore and others are in the 
nountalna. 

• a a a 

This newsletter la tha last one until tha fall. I hope you have 
found useful infomatlon in thaaa Newsletters and I will continue to kasp you 
lnfomed about Histadrut in Israel after I return fren Stockholn, where I will 
attend the ICFT0 Congress as a nenber of the Histadrut delegation and aftar a 
abort visit to Iaraal this July. 

I want to wish you all a pleasant - and a happy vacation. 

Fraternally yours, 

Mo she Bltan 

Anerlcan Representative 

nfetla Executive Board of Histadrut in Iaraal 

aalutl53 
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Israel 1 * Frontierland 


Israel's desert eouthland, the Negev, is the new frontier region of 
tha young State. Thousands of years ago, in King Solomon's time, the Negev 
was thriving fanning country. Coppar and other Metals extracted from its soil 
addad to ita wealth. 

Canturiea later and down to our own tiaras, the n 

Negev waa neglsctad and was transformed into a wild de- MHr 

aert. Aa the sap ehowa, this area foraa the southern ... 

"triangle" of Israel and contains about half of ita ter- r 

ritory. It is bounded on the west by the Sinai Desert 

of Egypt, on the aouth by the Red Saa, and on the east j 1 

by the deep Arsbe depreeaion which waa part of the an- , 1 

cient Biblical kingdom of Edom and today divides Israel ~F J 

fro* Jordan. / r 

TTiia triangle is destined to be pioneering 4 —— 

country for M 17 yesre. The conquest of the Negev de¬ 
sert waa tentatively attempted long before the estab¬ 
lishment of the State of Israel in 1948. But only now \ 

has the real drive toward the southland begun. Be- 
cauae private capital has not been too enthusiastic V 

about taking risks in that difficult area, with ita 
rough conditions and hot climate, the Israel labor 
moveamnt (Hiatadrut) la practically alone in provid¬ 
ing the pioneering thrust aa well aa the necessary 'J 

capital investment. 

The Nagev today is Hiatadrut territory. The capital ia Beersheba, 
which before the State of Israel waa a hamlet of 4,000 Arabs, and ia now a 
bustling comaunlty of 25,000 and still growing. Beersheba waa built from 
scratch by Hiatadrut and ita institutions. 

New Road to Dead Sea 

Israel's drive aout.hw.;r-1 ► bee* mnboliied by the dramatic cutting 
of a road linking Beersheba with the Dead -ea. This road waa opened for busi¬ 
ness on the fifth birthday of the f.tate of Israel. "Thia ia the moat extraor¬ 
dinary road in the world, reaching down into the deepest gorge in the world." 
This waa how Prime Minister David Ben Gurlon, himself a former General Secretary 
of Hiatadrut, characterised the greatest, engineering achievement in Israel's 
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history whan, on March 26, a huge con¬ 
voy of trucks and busas brought Jubi¬ 
lant Israelis to Kilometer 9 of the 
Kumub-Sodom highway. 

Cutting the distance from Beer- 
sheba to Sodom down to fifty miles, 
the road makes possible the extraction 
and export of potash from the Dead Sea 
and the transport of phosphates from 
the Great Crater deposits. Solel Boneh, 
the Histadrut's general contracting com¬ 
pany, with its two subsidiaries, Even 
▼'Sid (lime and stone crushing), and 
Harish (earth-moving), participated in 
the construction work, as did some pri¬ 
vate contractors. 


Cooperative farm settlements affiliated with out Federation of Labor 
were the vanguard of the pioneering drive in the days before the State of Israel. 
Twelve settlements were established before 1946 and some 35 after the creation of 
our State. This chain of settlements guards our long and difficult borderline. 
They are really outposts of cooperative enterprise and democracy deep in the de¬ 
sert. Some of these settlements had to overcome unheard-of hardships because of 
difficult climate, lack of water, shortages of supplies and especially their iso¬ 
lation. Even today the only line of supplies for the recently established settle¬ 
ment of Eln Gedi at the western shores of the Dead Sea is by helicopter because 
there is no access by road during most of the months of the year. 

The desert land of the Negev, where settlements have not yet been es¬ 
tablished, haa been divided up among old settlements in the north which cultivate 
grain there. They "descend" into the land of the Negev with an army of tractors 
to plow and sow the fields. Then another arty of harvesters come to reap the 
grain. 

Industr y i n the Desert 

Agriculture is the basis of our sctivitles in the Negev, but is not 
the only one. Towns and villages are being built in various parts of the desert. 
Industriel enterprises are being opened. Here again Labor's industriel insti¬ 
tutions form the spearhead. In Beersheba the "Negev Glass Works", in which Solel 
Boneh, a Histadrut enterprise, is an equal partner with a group of American in- 
estora, is being established. Thene plants will use the sands of the desert to 
produce glass. 

In Mlgdal Gad, a plant for the production of irrigation pipes was es¬ 
tablished several years ago in which Solel Boneh also shares ownership. These 
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pdp«a, with dianatare aa large aa 5*6*, will revive tha lagav by bringing watar 
froa tha aountaine and awaaipa of tha north. Thla plant, "Tuval Gad”, ia nor* 
than Juet anothar factory. It ia a aoeial factor too. Nora than two doaan 
diffarant eountriea ara rapraaantad by tha 300 workara in tha plant. Moat of 
tha* corn froa oriental land a whara aodam induatry ia practically unknown. 
Sfcallar factorial aatabliahad through Hi atadrut'a initiative include a ceraaica 
factory, a wall tile factory, a plant for tha aanufaetura of inaaetieidaa to ba 
produced froa aineral raaourcaa in tha Hager, and aary othera. 

Booutoan 


Tha apax of tha triangle ia tha ancient Rad Saa port of Akeba, now 
called Elat. Hat ia atlll a frontier outpoat and cliaatic condition! ara vary 
diffiault. Tha ataoaphara of Elat ia that of a wild wait town of tha 19th cen¬ 
tury - without tha aaloona - coabined with tha cloaaly knit coeannity ataoa¬ 
phara of eooparatlra aattlaaanta. Private capital ia not attraetad to thaaa con¬ 
dition! and exiatiag eeonoale inatitutiona ara alaoat all cooperative. They in¬ 
clude a conataera cooperative atora, cooperatively run reetauranta, bakeriaa and 
garagea, and a fiahing cooperative. Tha 600 workera now in Elat ara aaployed 
aainly in fiahing, quarrying, building and road eonatruction. Tha port ia ex¬ 
pected to for* tha baeia of aconoay. Plana ara already in hand for a tourlat 
hotel in Elat, i apaeial Hiatadrut ccaalttee ia handling thaaa davelopaent plana. 
Tha Xarael inland air line "Arkia" which runa a dally flight to Elat - tha aaln 
aaana of co aiai lcation - la partly owned by Hiatadrut. 

Our Sick fund followed our plonaara. Medical atationa were aatabliah¬ 
ad in aoat of the aettlaawnta and a dietrict clinic ia being built in Beeraheba 
ao that apecialiata 1 care will ba aada available to the Hagav population. Tha 
new Sick Fund Hoapltal, tha Kaplan Manorial Hoapital naer Rahovot, will aervice 
tha whole of tha Hagev. Arrangaaenta are being aada to overcoae tha hardahipa 
of recant yaara, whan aedical personnel had to ba rotated bacauaa conditiona 
•are aot auitabla for peraanant raaidancy and paraonnal aa well aa aupply had 
to ba flown in by air. 

Laat but not laaat, Hiatadrut had to bargain for apaeial wage provi¬ 
sion! for all werkara aouth of tha 30th parallel and aaat of tha ISO 0 longitude. 
Special allaweneea for aklllad and unaklllad workera and apaeial aaintanance pay 
for thoae who lived apart froa their faadllea were agreed upon. 

Fraternally youra, 

fXsviylsj. 

Moaha Bitan 

Aaerican Repreaantative 

Executive Board of Hiatadrut in Iaraal 
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Israeli Trsds 'to ions 

Our laneral Fed#ration of Labor has bssn In existence for 32 years. 

I should like to try here to tell you briefly what we have achieved as a trade 
union over these years. 

We have succeeded in organising fans labor and industrial workers as 
■ell as the white collar workers and the professions. Of 503*000 regular Hlsta- 
drnt aeaibera at the end of October, 1952, 

348,000 were eaiployed by private capital and to s ana Her extent 
In government service; 

93*300 were eelf-employed as members of farming* industrial, 
marketing or service cooperatives; 

43,200 were employed by Histadrut-owned companies in Industry, 
construction work, etc.; 

14,300 were Hlstadrut and Sick Fund employees (administrative, 
medical, etc.). 

Hiatadrut members are organised by occupation in 30 national unions. 

The largest of these are the Agricultural Workers Union, Building snd Building 
Trsdes Union, Uhlon of 0ovo-iuae.it Employees, Clerical Union, Metal Workers Union, 
Textile Workers Union, Woodworkers Union and Teachers Union. 

3*I2_ Conditions 

Our trade union policy la based on collective bargaining. Prsctica 117 
every trade has its own fixed wage scale. Having organised 75< of the country's 
worfcera, Hiatadrut naturally has a decisive say in all matters of wsge policy. 

The worker's pay envelope includes basis wages, cost-of-living allowances, pro¬ 
duction bonuses, length-of-aervlce increments snd fsmily allowances (based on the 
nasb«r of dependents). Workers sre hired through labor exchanges which are run 
'olntly by Hiatadrut mid three smaller independent unions. Hiring through these 
labor exchanges gets much the aasw results as you do through your "union shop.” 
Dlimlaeel of workers la regulated by our contracts, which call for s stated 
period of notice and provide for the order in which employees may be dismissed. 

Social Benefits 

Oir accumulated social benefits run ss high as 25£ and sometimes ss 
rltft as of gross wages. These benefits naturslly vary from one Industry to 
another and soamtlmes from one union tc another. About half of all Hlstadrut 
members get two weeks paid vacation a year, but many get three weeks or more. A 
new law guarantees a minimum of 12 days paid vacation a year. Most of our con¬ 
tracts provide for paid holidays, paid maternity leave (up to two months of full 


HISTADRUT HOUSE 


33 Ea*t 67th Street, New York 21, N. Y, 


Tel.: REgent 4-6010 



NEWSLETTER 


Pm* 2 


wa;ea), and e^n lovers' contributions to the health insurance plan (Sick Fund) ad- 
■iniatered by Hlstedrut. Thia contribution covers sick leave paynenta and work- 
aceldant insurance. 

In some unions, social benefits are covered by special overall "insurance 
funds." Bulldlne workers, fcr example, who usually work for a short period for one 
contractor and then move on, have built a very strong fund through their union. The 
employer OuuLributea 20% of gross wages to this fund, and the worker pays 3%%. The 
employer' a 20% la broken down as follows: 3% for savings and retirement plans; J% 
for health insurance; 2% for sick leave; U#% for vacation pay; l£ for accident in¬ 
surance; 3 % for eeverance pay; and for paid holidays. Of the worker's 3%l, 3% 
la for savings end retirement plans and 4% for vacation pay. The insurance funds 
of the industrial and agricultural workers differ somewhat in their structure, but 
the employer's contribution is also provided for by contract. 

A few of these insurance funds use some of their reserves and deposits 
to finance housing plana snd recreation resorts for their mmnbers. Recently these 
insurance funds mobilised about 5 million Israeli pounds ($5,000,000) to provide 
credits for industries which were on the point of dimnissing workers. Histadrut 
haa thus been able to help government and industry to avoid the threat of wide un- 
employmsnt. 

Wave Differential 


One of the problems presented by our wage policy is the relatively small 
differential between the various wave levels. Cost-of-living allowances are near¬ 
ly equal for all grades. Beceuae of rising prices, they form s relatively high 
proportion of gross wsges. As e result, the gap has been narrowed between the wages 
of skilled workers in high income brackets and those of unskilled workers in low 
income brackets. The monthly wage of a metal worker in the lowest grade in December, 
1951, was 5ft Israeli pounds; in November, 1952, it was 111 Israeli pounds. His 
wages had gone up 92%. The monthly wage of a metal worker in the highest grade in 
December, 1951, was 96 Isrsell pounds; in November, 1952, it was l£l Israeli pounds. 
Hia wages hed only gone up 67$. In 1951 the highest grade worker got 65$ more thsn 
the lowest grade worker; in 1952 the difference was only 45$. 

In the lest five years Israel doubled its population. Many of our in¬ 
dustries are new. Because of these two factors, we are eager to offer the indus¬ 
trial worker definite Incentives to increase his skill or acquire new skills. The 
present narrow gap between the highest and the lowest grade does not offer that 
kind of incentive. Thia problem is now being carefully studied by the Histadrut. 

Fraternally yours, 

Moshe Bitan 

American Representative 

Executive Board of Histadrut in Israel 

mb: la 
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Mr. David Reck, President >A.Jta Nl^TRATtV E JETILE- 

Inti. Ehood of Teonaters, Chauffeurs, 

Warahroaemer & Kalpera of Lserica — - — 

100 Indiana Avenue, N, 1* _ X 

Washington, D. C. x 

Dear Sir and Brother! 

The attacks by the communists on the State of Israel and the 
Kiatadrut (Oeneral Federation of Labor in Israel) do not cone as 
a surprise to the American trade unions* American Labor has always 
kncnm that the one thing communists cannot tolerate is a successful 
democracy or a successful free trade union* 

Kistadrut was built by heroic intelligent trade unionists dedi¬ 
cated to the highest principles of democracy* In addition to the 
everyday business of organizing and collective bargaining, this Union 
undertook the task of building a new nation, providing for the health 
of its members and their families, integrating the new immigrants, 
creating joba where there was no industry, making productive the land 
that through the neglect of ewer two thousand years had turned into 
salt swamps and deaerts and at the same time preparing themselves for 
the defense of their new homes and families from the attacks by Arabs, 
Juat as our pioneers defended their homes and familias from the 
attacks of savages. 

In this struggle the Histadrut receivad full support from their 
brothers of the American trade unions — support without which it is 
doubtful that there would be a free trade union left in the Middle 
Bast* More technically advanced countries under communism have not 
been able to solve probleme of smaller proportions* Arab nations 
with their despotism, their slavery and their complete contempt for 
their workers and farmers, have failed to alleviate the hunger ani 
misery of masses of their people. 

Now and Unholy Alliance of communists and the most reactionary 
elements in the Arab world are preparing an onslaught against the 
small brava democracy of Israel and its very foundation, the Histadrut. 

The communists' Anti-Semitism is really an attack on democracy. 

The Arabs' fanatic nationalisai is really an attenpt to hide their own 
failures and to wipe out the example of democracy that not only brings 
dignity to the individual but provides him with the necessities of 
life. 






Hiatadrut la preparing to face thia new challenge. New inni- 
granta are already finding their way into Iarael. They muat be 
provided forj houses mu at be built, new joba created, agricultural 
output increased, hospitals, health centers, schools, recreation 
and training expanded. The greater part of thia activity falls on 
the already over-burdened shoulders of Hiatadrut. The dues of the 
$00,000 members cannot provide all these services. 

Hiatadrut neadu aaaiatance in its struggle against communiam. 

It ia natural that it would once again turn to its brothers of the 
American trade unions. Money ia needed urgently and immediately. 
American unions have always believed that the beat way to fight 
communiam ia to support and strengthen democracy. 

Let tha inaediate support of Hiatadrut be the American unions' 
answer to the Unholy Alliance of the madmen in the Kremlin and the 
feudal lords of tha Arab world. 

Make checks payable to the National Committee for Labor Iarael. 
Please give thia letter your moat careful consideration. The life 
of a democracy and a free trade union ia at stake. 

Fraternally and respectfully yours. 


GREQORT J. BARDACKE 
Executive Director 
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Collection and AnoroDriation of Hiatadrut Duaa 

I have baan aaked fay many trade anion laadara in thia country 
boo Hiatadrut collacta and approprintea duaa. I faal that an explanation 
of thia particular phaaa of our organisation will give you a good pictura 
of our Federation of Labor. 

Our duaa are paid by the individual ueober to the Central Duaa 
Bureau ("Lishkatt Hamain Hebrew). This bureau ia run in Tel Aviv aa a 
department of our Executive Board and haa branch offices in all bigger lo¬ 
calities throughout the country. Smaller localities have their Regional 
Offieea. With moat of Israel's aaiployers (including some government offices) 
there are agreeaients for a monthly check-off of Hiatadrut dues. 

A member of Hiatadrut earning up to 60 Israeli pounds a month 
pa^c 4 t of hia salary; a member earning up to 85 Israeli pounds pays 
a mamber earning over 85 Israeli pounds pays 5 %• Theae duea are uniform 
for ell Hiatadrut member a and every mamber derives all benefits from all 
our institutions. In case of unemployment, a member does not have to pay 
hia duea, yet he can recoive all bam fita. All duea flow into one central 
puree end every year, when discussing the budget of our Federation, Hista- 
drut'a Executive Board decides iow the duea should be appropriated. Thia 
year's appropriation runs aa follow; 


Organisational purposes 
(including education and 
cultural activities) 

44 

Sick Fund 

46 t 

Invalidity Fund 

2 t 

Old Age Pension Fund 

2 ** 

Social Relief k Welfare 

5 % 


Each of theae institutions then decide on lta budget, baaed on the income 
derived from duea and other sources. The revenue of the Executive Board 
eonalata to a large extent, therefore, of the organisational portion of 
the duaa and to a smaller extent of imposed appropriations from our profit¬ 
making institutions. In addition, there are the funds sent to Hiatadrut 
faW the "National Coamlttee for Labor Israel" and lta affiliated body, the 
"American Trade Union Council for Hiatadrut" in the Onlted States and 
Canada. Theae, however, are applied only to the absorption of new iaad- 
granta, vocational training, and capital investments involved in the es¬ 
tablishment of new hospitals for our Sick Fund. The Executive Board will, 
after careful consideration, allocate funds from lta central budget for 
all the national trade aniona, departments and local councils. The new or 
woak union therefore enjoys the support of the same resources aa the strong 
and consolidated one. 
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Ofaa tf the aoat lapartmt iaatltatlna is Iqpat Bolls" (Blok 
Food). This fmd provides froo olio tool oars, hospital! satis* and rssrs- 
atlso fosilitioo fsr its ooabaro, sod ■or visas sf the aatirs pspslstioa 
of Isroal. Tho Bisk Fuad has soaa saJistsdrat oaabors, partlsalmrly asot- 
hors of tas of tho saallor saioos solatia* oatsids tho framework sf oar 
Fsdorat isa. 

Tho Biok Food has stoat 900 sliaios sad 13 hospitals (with 
l a 630 hada). Tho staff of tho Biok Food ssasists sf ahoat 6,000 bob sod 
wsasa, imelodla* 1,300 dsstoro sad 1,600 aaraos. 



Tho old sad bob «la| 

of tho Boilia sob loo- 
pltol asor Tal Aviv, 
shlah ia ths blpgast 
hospital of tho Sisk 
Food. 


Apart froa asahorohip doss, tho Biok Food derives its Iboooo 
fraa aoplojors hoasd ly oalleotive serosaoata. Thoir payasato naka ap 
30p of tho kodfot of tho Biok Food. 

Oar Biok Food ploys aa iaportsot rolo ia tho rahoMlltatlao 
of tho ooosos of sow laalersato who have arrived la Israel doria* tho loot 
Tsa years. Nsay of thsa, sapoelolly thaao sooia* froa Arab sad Orisatol 
ooaatrloo, hr la* chroaio dissaaoe with thsa, aad ia aaoy oosss a oostly 
sad lsafthly oars boo ts ho provided for tho bow laalfraat. 

ths laportsaos of sar Blok Food for ths eaaarol dovalopeaat 
sf oar sasatry to hoot lllaatrotal ky ths xoot that it follows olways slsss 
hshiad ths pisaoors who spsa op asw frostier*. Oar aadovslspod and pioaoor- 
®ree is ths Vs*ov a Israel's senthiaad doaort. A lore* hospital, Soath 
sf Bshowst, hsarlae tho oooo of oar lots Miaiotar of Fiasass sad aa* of ths 
fomdsro of Klstodrot, nloser Eeplaa, is la ths prossoo sf ooaotrastloa. 

This bow hoopltsl of 300 hsdo will bosom ths oodisal e sat or for tho pie- 
aosriaf sooth, 

Frotsraolly years, 

Nssho litsa 

■neat iso Board of I ia tad nit ia Israol 

Aaorioaa Baprsoaatativo 
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RE Y^UR LETTER PERTAINING APPOINTMENT YuURSELF AND 
LOUISE HOFFMAN, MR. BECK IN MIAMI. SUGGEST MATTER 
AWAIT HIS RETURN LATTER PART THIS MONTH. 


JOSEPH 3CHLOSBERG 
675 * ALTON AVE. 

NEW YORK CITY 


ANN WATKINS, SECRETARY 
TO MR. BECK 
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£DM1£{I^TW ATIVE. fJU L 

Mr.Dave Back, Preeident N\ < ^>'TA V / \L 

International Brotherhood of -- 1 + * 

Teaaetere, Chauffere, — x "*** 

Warehoueeaen A Helper j ^ ^ J 

o/ i«*rlc«, 4 ./. o/ X. 

5*>£ Denny Way 
Seettle 9, Waehington. 

D*or Preeident *> 

I as fating t. 1 .* liberty of writing to you on a aatier 
of great tapertance. 

Th* National Coaaitteefor Labor lerael ie on Aaerican 
organieation aiding and eupperting the General Federa¬ 
tion of Labor in larnel, known ae Fietadrut, fn ite heroia 
af'orto to rehabilitate and integrate into the ranke of 
labor the hundrede of thouean^e of deeitute an d hoaeleee 
new arrivale who have found a haoen fn lerael. Moot of thea 
coae frea under-developed eastern countriee and without 
ind lotrtcl ekille. 

Mien louie^Hoffman, our field director, who ie at preeent 
in Detroit, hae mot with Mr. Janee *. Heffa, President of 
the Teaaetere ’ Joint Council in the detroit area, on be- 
of la'or (iHetadrut) in lerael. 

^ of a hae kindly eugeeted and advteed to aek for on 
audftnc* w\tt\ you tn Waehington, pri or to your leavim 
for your Kativnal Ixecutive Beard aeeting fn Miaai. tie 
graciouely permitted the uee of hie non* *n our letter t 0 
you. Miee ao_rrnan onrt I will be glad to aeet you, at your 
convenience, on Wedneoday, Thursday or Friday, (To bri.arj 
, . or t'), fn Waah tngton, and preeent the urgent tiiet- 

drut natter to you. ehall deeply appreciate your fav- 
prable reply, by wire, at the below addreee, and indica¬ 
ting the tine and place for our neetim. 


e riUMfi of ItraeL, I am pmud that we nave turh a Hitiatirut. David Utv <>l bion 


* 


\ 






P9 


■ I I 


/■ cooelooion, I oxtonit to you up aincoroot eonpratnUkttono 
upcn your oloetion at l*roaidont •/ yo r rjroa t oroant oat ion. 

and boo* miohto for ouceoau. 


ratornally youro. 


Joooph Schloooborg 

Motional CAofraan. 

(Oonoral Storortary-Troao- 
uror Wnorttuo, Axalgauatod 
Clothing Workoro of Aoorico) 

Walton ' *. 

Work SI. M. f. 

Copy oont to 

Waohinpton, 4vf. 
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How Hiatadrut Function* 


Tha atructur* of Hiatadrut diffara considerably from that of 
tha American trad* union movement. 

A naw member doaa not Join a apacific trada union but tha 
Hiatadrut aa a whole; only than doaa ha automatically bacon* a nanbar of 
a local and national trada union. 

Tha naaibar paya hia duaa to tha Hiatadrut, not to hi* Union. 

Tha raaaon for thia overall priority of tha general federation la that 
Iaraal la a country of naaa immigration and tha labor movement wlahaa to 
kaap lta doora opan to all tha newcomer*. 

Hiatadrut haa aat up local Labor Councila (corraaponding to 
your City-Councila) which handla all tha affair* of tha workera in a 
given locality, which hav* Juriadictlon over tha local uniona. 

Aa can ba aaan from tha chart, tha trada union activitiaa ara 
only ona of tha functiona of Hiatadrut. laraali labor ia daaply intareat- 
ad and therefor* active in the field of aocial aacurlty, constructive 
economic antarprlaaa, culture, vocational training, education and othera 
indicated on tha chart. 

The pur* trad* union matter* are handled on three level*: 
local, through tha local union which operate* under the local labor 
council| national, through on* of the 23 axiating national trad* uniona; 
and the overall Laval, dealing with auch matter* aa wag* policy, laid 
down by the Trad* Union Department operating under the Executive Committee. 

Officer* are elected by direct, aecret ballot of the individ¬ 
ual worker*. Candidate* are put forward by varioua parti** within the 
federation, and choaen on the baala of proportional repreaentatlon. The 
General Convention ia convoked every four yeara. 

The Convention electa the GEXERAL COUMCIL, which in turn 
elacta the EXECU TIVE COMMITTEE. Thia body then names ita EXECUTIVE 
BUREAU and GEMERAL SECRETARY, who ara reaponaibl* for the dally conduct 
of buaineaa. Each of the department* Hated on the chart ia headed by 
a maasber of the Executive Ccamitte*. 
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El actions to th* Convention aro hold simultaneously with 
•loction# to th* local labor council*, alao on a baaia of proporational 
repreeanta?ion. Tha Majority partj ia MAPAI, Tha Iaraal Labor Party, 
which ia incidentally tha atrongeat party in Parliament and tha major 
partner in tha coalition govarnaent. 

Shop coaaitte* alaetiona ara hald every two year*. Candi¬ 
date* are pat up on an individual baaia rather than on a party list. 

Th* Secretary-General of th* Hiatadrut, a poaition corre- 
aponding to that of th* Preaident of th* APL or CIO here, ia a high¬ 
ly important function. It ia preaently occupied by Nordeeai Raair 
who ia alao a member of Parliament. In th* paat, thia function had 
bean occupied for many year* by David Ben Gurlon, the present Prime 
Minister of our State, by th* late David Ramaz, formerly Miniater of 
Sdueation and by Joaeph Sprinaak,the present speaker of our Parliament, 

« of you may have met some Hiatadrut officer* who recently 
vlaltad the United Stateat Noah* Bar-Aa, who ia th* aecretary of tha 
Jeruaalaa Labor Council and a member of th* Rational executive Committee, 
ia now touring th* United State* under the auapicea of th* Point Pour 
program fbr foreign trade onion leader*. Joaeph Alaogi, who la aecretary 
of th* Haifa Labor Council and at the same time a member of tha Rational 
executive Cosaaittee, haa apent about four month* in thia country on be¬ 
half of our organiaation. I ^yaelf, am a member of th* Rational 
executive Coemdtte* and prior to ay departure to th* USA, waa head of 
th* Labor exchange* in Israel and a member of th* 7 nan Central Trad* 
Union Committee. 

I hop* that th* encloaed chart and these few explanations 
illaatrate to you th* functions and structure of Hiatadrut. I shall be 
glad to answer a nj specific question* you may have. 

Praternally youra, 

Noah* Bitan 

American Representative 
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OMIffH OP HI ST APB UT At tha Hi a tad rut National Council Mating last October, it was re¬ 
ported that Hiatadrut had 503,000 Mabers. With their faailles 
Hiatadrut aeabsrs tatal about 750,000, or nore than half tha population of Iarael. The 
percentage of organised labor in Iarael la vary high. About 75 % of all organisable work- 
era end aage-earnere are organised in Hiatadrut. Sone 10!( nore are organised in three 
■seller taione, two of which are incorporated into the Trade Union activities and Health 
Ineurance plans of Hiatadrut. All of thea .joined Hiatadrut in creating the General Labor 
Rxchange, run Jointly by the Unions and Government, which controls practically the entire 
Labor aerket. Only 15£ of all workere and wage-earners in Israel are as yet unorganised. 

P*0BLBG OF IMMIGRATION While Israel has doubled its population in the past U*i years, 

Hiatadrut has nearly tripled its aeabership during the sane peri¬ 
od . Two out of three of our aeabers are newcoaers, the bulk of whoa had not been workers 
in oeuntrlee of their origin and possess no skill or profession and our organisation has 
to see to it thet the new aeaber learns a trade and improves his skill. 

PBOHIIWB OF INFLATION Due to the great Influx of lnaigrants and the inadequate rise in 

capital investments, we have been living under the shadow of in¬ 
flation for the last few yeere. The government has adopted deflationary measures in its 
financial and fiscal policy, which have changed the situation. Hlstadrut has been suc- 
ceeeful in obtaining through overall bargaining, an automatic sliding wage scale adjusted 
quarterly to the official index of eo-modlty prices. But the worker in Israel understands 
well enough thet e fetter pey envelope in itself does not aeet his needs. Our organisation 
hae adopted the policy of linking e higher incoM to e higher output, without invalidating 
the present eliding wege scale. We are in the process of establishing Joint production 
boards in all industries in order to give the worker say in how to raise efficiency and 
thue eelve eoae problems of our national economy and incidentally achieve higher wages. 

HI3TADBUT AS A COLONIZER Our functions are auch wider than those of a Trade Union. For 
AW AN ENTREFYiENKlB the lest two or three decades our Labor movement had to help 

build the economy of the country, hand in hand with building 
ite talon. We found in Palestine a devastated, deserted country that could be reclaimed 
only through great pioneering efforts. Labor pioneers established a vast network of co¬ 
operative egrlculturel settlements. But later on, when new frontiers had to be opened 
in difficult and dangerous parts of our old-new country. Labor had to provide capital 
besides manpower. No private person was prepared to take the rirsk of a doubtful invest¬ 
ment. Thue e wide network of cooperatives and econoale institutions in agriculture, 
building trades, transport services, housing, marketing, distribution, insurance, bank¬ 
ing, came into being. The result is that today 155,000 Hiatadrut members belong to co¬ 
operatives or ere employed in one of our own enterprises. 

Fraternally yours. 

Moshe Bitan, Aaerlcan Representative 

Executive Board of Hiatadrut in Israel 
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